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Profiles in Peacemaking

Working for Peace in Palestine

Betsy Brinson and Gordon Davies

The European nations support projects ranging from health care todtirafe. The United Nations has

I veryone is helping to alleviate suffering in Palestine and to find a@okat the Palestinian-Israeli stalemate.

been supporting refugee camps since 1948. The UN assumes responsibiliti forltety activities as gar-
bage collection in Ramallah, providing jobs for refugee camp workers andygarickup for the community.

The United States, which has committed $30,000,000,000 in military aid to Isragh@weming decade (it would
cover a large share of the costs of national health care, wouldnisitfenerally absent except for financing construc-
tion projects. China and Japan seem also to sponsor projects of stone and mortar

Volunteers come from all over the world. British, South Africans, Irish, Azaes, Europeans and others provide
“protective accompaniment” to Palestinians who are subject to harstssmeolence from Israeli settlers. They walk
children to and from school, and go into the hills with shepherds and into fieldawmitbré. Quakers from Norway op-

erate 15 kindergartens in Gaza.

We were told recently that there are 700 foreign government and non-goveongamitzations operating in Pales-
tine. It is a number that we cannot verify because there is no directorypuBsource is credible and there certainly is a
lot of non-Palestinian activity in Palestine.

The results are mixed. There cer-
tainly is no solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian stalemate. But people are
alive who otherwise might be dead.
Children are learning pre-school
skills that are essential to their devel-
opment. As we have said, some men
from the refugee camps find work
collecting garbage in Ramallah. But
the international organizations pro-
vide professional and administrative
jobs with better pay.

But a culture of dependence has
developed. Many political, social

welfare, maintenance, educational,

and economic responsibilities have

Amari play center entrance

been taken on by outsiders, with
good intentions but unintended con-
sequences.

We met with a local businessman
who told us that he no longer hires
young graduates from the local uni-
versity. They stay a year to get some
experience, he said, and then leave
for jobs with NGOs or the UN at
salaries two or three times what he
can afford to pay. International or-
ganizations have distorted the econ-
omy. A middle class is growing, but
so is the gap between the rich and the
poor.

(Continued on page 3)
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Reflections

Adria Scharf
Director, Richmond Peace Education Center

When you look back over the past five decades and realize that our country
has been in a near-perpetual state of (covert or overt) war during tbaydm
have to start thinking in terms of the underlying drivers; the underlying-str
tures of our own society that perpetuate war. You begin to think about the lar-
ger war culture and the economic and political incentives for war. Yductar
think about the “military industrial complex” and its influence.

This is not to deny that there are real threats in the world. It does ant me
willfully ignoring serious threats to U.S. national security. However tmobs
our foreign excursions (think Vietnam, Nicaragua, Panama, Grenada, Iraq)
have not been defensive. These wars have not been necessary to defend the
borders and people of the United States from grave threats or attack. Rather,
they have aimed to project U.S. power and influence strategically foanigim
offensive, not defensive, purposes. And they have come at the cost of millions
of lives, immeasurable treasure, and have fueled growing resentment of the
United States abroad.

Could we imagine an alternative? Granted, truly shifting from ourmurre
cycle of constant war to a stable and lasting peace would require sorae fund
mental changes in U.S. society and political economy. Imagining peaceful al
ternatives inevitably takes one into utopian territory. You stagining a dif-
ferent society. But isn't that part of the purpose of a peace organizdto
help map out a truly different possible reality, a possible future whecepea
making structures come to replace the war-making structures thearhgmw
society and world today?

Part of the shift required to move to a more peaceful societjtisaluln
his 1967 speecBeyond VietnagpMartin Luther King, Jr., said, “I am con-
vinced that if we are to get on the right side of the world revolutiorasise
nation must undergo a radical revolution of values.” He described this revolu-
tion of values as our “best defense.” Cultivating values and &killsonvio-
lence is part of RPEC’s core mission.

Such a shift would also require a fundamental reorientation in our foreign
policy and our relationship to the rest of the world. That will mean dismgntli
the military-industrial-media complex that influences our foreign pesicand
building from the ground up institutions supportive of peace, including robust
international peacemaking institutions. We would have to shrink defense
spending, which now eats up between 25% and 29% of federal budget expen-
ditures. Martin Luther King, Jr. also famously said “a nation that caeginu
year after year to spend more money on military defense than on programs of
social uplift is approaching spiritual death.”

We would begin to spend a portion of those funds to address the real forces
of terror in this world---extreme poverty, disease, and environmentalidestr
tion. These problems do not have a military solution. But such a priority shift
would, | continue to believe, be a first step toward ending the cycle of perma-
nent war, and moving toward a more peaceful world.
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The Beginnings

John Gallini

In the spring of 1979, members of
St. Paul's Episcopal Church invited
Rev. William Sloan Coffin to bring
his passion for peace to the Rich-
mond community. It was a time
when the Viet Nam war was very
much a part of people’s experi-
ence— a time when the nuclear
arms race was a major issue. Cof-
fin inspired those who heard him
to explore how to bring the con-
cern for peace to a wider audience.
The result was "The Richmond
Conference on the Arms Race."
Speakers at this conference in-
cluded Randy Forsberg, who later
drafted the Nuclear Freeze Resolu-
tion, Perrin Mitchell, U.S. Con-
gressperson from Maryland, and
Senator Les Aspin. About 150
participants attended the daylong
event at the Mosque (now the
Landmark Theater) in the fall of
1979.

Afterwards, the group who had
been meeting regularly to plan the
Conference continued to meet at
Union Theological Seminary
(UTS), trying to figure out how

best to widen the community's
awareness of the need to find more
peaceful approaches to conflict.
The group included representatives
from the Presbyterian School of
Christian Education , Women's In-
ternational League for Peace and
Freedom (WILPF), Richmond
Friends Meeting, the Peace and
Justice Committee of the Catholic
Diocese, First Unitarian Church,
Episcopal, Presbyterian and Men-

nonite churches, and concerned in-

dividuals.

It was clear that the effort would be
more effective if an organization
could be formed with some staff to
focus the energy of the community.
It was also clear that the person to
lead the effort was a young semi-
nary student at UTS who had just
finished his studies. | recall speak-
ing with Steve Hodges after one of

Profiles in Peacemakinlg

(Continued from page 1)

Fundraising among Palestinians
for charities, community programs,
and private schools like the one at
which we are working is quite lim-
ited. This tends to be true for the
Diasporaas well. Palestinians tend
to focus on financial support for
their extended families. One woman
told us that in 48 years of living in
Ramallah she has never been asked
for money to support a charitable
cause. It is a generally accepted that
if you need money for good deeds,
you ask an outside NGO or govern-
ment agency for it.

This hasn't just happened since
the displacement of 800,000 Pales-

those meetings at UTS and suggest-tipians by Israel in 1948, known

ing that he consider taking on the
organizing task.

A few weeks later Steve agreed.
Building on the group who had put

together the arms race conference,

here simply as thhakba
(catastrophe). The United Nations
and various countries continued
many practices of the British, who
governed the region for decades.
Before the British, the Ottoman Em-

ter to the Richmond community,
and especially the churches in the
community. The organizing meet-
ing was held on April 29, 1980 at

ries. Passivity (and corruption) un-
derlies the social and political struc-
tures. Many of the Palestinians
with whom we have spoken are as

Union Theological Seminary and 23 jsj|lusioned by their own govern-

people attended. By May the first
issue of the newsletter was pub-

ment, the Palestinian Authority, as
they are angry at the government

lished, and in June enough support  5nd mijlitary forces of Israel. As

of time and money had been com-
mitted to inaugurate the organiza-
tion.

Little did we know that these hum-
ble beginnings would still be bear-
ing fruit 30 years later

one blogger put it recently, “It isn't
that Israel is so strong; it is that we
are so weak.”

Graft and corruption are gener-
ally accepted as hallmarks of gov-
ernment here, possibly in part be-
cause S0 many services are provided
by the UN, foreign governments,
and NGOs. This is a culture in
which the rich are getting richer and
the poor poorer.

Nonetheless, lives are saved,
violence is somewhat diminished,

(Continued on page 8)
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RECENT

Ruth Dahlke

Ruth Dahlke passed away De-
cember 7, 2009, at Quaker Hous
Sandy Springs, Maryland. There
will be a Memorial Meeting for
Worship for Ruth at 2:00 p.m. on
April 17, 2010, at Richmond
Friends Meeting, 4500 Kensingto
Avenue, Richmond. A reception
for family and friends will follow
in the Community Room at RFM
and all are invited. Ruth and Otto
were long time RPEC members
and supporters during their time i
Richmond. Ruth was an AVP
trainer who led a number of AVP
workshops in prisons in the area.

14
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Generation Dream 2010

The Richmond Youth Peace
Project held its fifth annual youth
Educoncert on January 28 honor-
ing the life and legacy of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. at the VCU
Performing Arts Center, and again
on February 27 at the Henrico
Theater in Highland Springs. Both
shows had large and very apprecia-
tive audiences — and a total of al-
most 100 youth performers on
stage. These young people per-
formed music, danced, and spoke
word pieces, many of them origi-
nal compositions.

We hope performing on stage
was a positive growth experience
for our cast members, one that will
encourage them to continue devel-
oping their artistic skills and their
courage to stand before others to
share their vision. The two shows
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also helped build the programs of
the Richmond Youth Peace Pro-
ject--letting more young people
and their adult sponsors in the
Richmond metropolitan region
know about RYPP's programs and
the opportunities for positive self-
expression and nonviolent conflict
resolution.

Board Meets for Annual
Retreat

The RPEC Board of Directors
gathered on March 7 in Ashland, at
the home of Wendy and Steve
Northup, for its annual planning
retreat. This year, the 30th anni-
versary year of the founding of the
Richmond Peace Education Cen-
ter, presents an opportunity for re-
newed and increased action and
outreach in the Richmond commu-
nity. The Board heard a retrospec-
tive of the last 30 years by John
Gallini and Wendy Northup, both
long-time participants in the devel-
opment of RPEC. The long history
was not only interesting but re-
minded everyone of the significant
and wide reaching effect of RPEC
through the years. It energized the
current Board and encouraged
them to look to the future.

Over the past year, the Board
has engaged in a process that has
helped them assess issues facing
RPEC and to frame questions that
needed answering in order for the
organization to continue to fulfill
its mission in the Richmond com-
munity. The afternoon session
pulled that work together into
goals and action statements that
include building the membership
base, reaching more diverse com-
munities, identifying and mentor-

ing the next generation of leader-
ship. Interspersed with action to-
ward the goals will be a full range
of activities to celebrate our 30th
Anniversary. Anne Marie McCar-
tan and Malik Khan are co-chairs
of the Celebration Committee and
plans are moving forward to make
this an exciting year!

The Board also reviewed the
current programs and congratu-
lated Adria on the many ways she
and the staff have led RPEC into
community involvement and part-
nerships with groups that have a
similar mission and goals. The
Board members were enthusiastic
about the coming year and look
forward to Celebrating 30 Years of
Acting for Peace and Justice in the
Richmond Community.

Conflict Resolution Team
Training News

In the past several weeks we
have completed our Interfaith
Workshop and a series of work-
shops for First Presbyterian
Church. We are continuing our se-
ries for The Department of Justice
Services/Truancy Department.
Our upcoming workshops are with
the Holocaust Museum’s Anti-
Genocide Conference on April 17.
We are establishing a Peer Media-
tion Program at Henderson Middle
School beginning on March 27.

(Continued on page 5)
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UPCOMING

War as Entertainment

On Wednesday, March 31, at 7:00
p.m., the Richmond Peace Educa-
tion Center will co-sponsor a pro-
gram focusing on War as Enter-
tainment and the Militarization of
Culture. The event will include ex-
cerpts from the film Militainment,
Inc. The forum will be held in the
Commons Forum Room, in the
VCU Student Commons building
(907 Floyd Ave.). The showing
and discussion is free and open to
the public.

Militainment, Inc., from the
Media Education Foundation ex-
amines how U.S. news coverage
has come to resemble Hollywood
film, video games, and “reality”
television in its glamorization of
war. The film will be introduced
by Dr. Paul Achter, Associate Pro-

fessor of Rhetoric, University of
Richmond, and will be followed by
a question and answer period. This
event is co-sponsored by the Rich-
mond Peace Education Center, the
Network of Spiritual Progressives
at VCU, Bon Air Presbyterian
Church Peace Study/Action Group,
and the VCU Religious Studies
Program.

If you are interested in helping
to organize our next public forum,
a discussion on Afghanistan, con-
tact rpec@rpec.org.

2010 Peace Essay Contest
Deadline is April 19

Entries for this year's Peace Es-
say Contest must be either post-
marked or delivered to the RPEC
office by April 19, 2010. The
theme of this year’s contest is
“Living in a World of Diversity.”
The contest is open to all young
people from grades K through
12. It offers a top prize of $100 in
each of four age divisions as well
as numerous other prizes. Winners
will also be invited to appear on a
WRIR radio talk show. The con-
test entry form and a complete list
of contest rules is available on the
Peace Center’s web site, www.
rpec.org.

April 25 Film Premiere to
Feature Local Educator

On Sunday, April 25 at 2 p.m.,
at the Byrd Theater, RPEC will
host the Richmond premiere of the
hour-long documentary “World
Peace...and Other 4th Grade
Achievements.” This new film by
Chris Farina features the work of

John Hunter

award-winning educator John
Hunter. The movie follows Hunter
and his students as they tackle the

World Peace Game, a coopera-
tive eight-week simulation that
Hunter has developed over the past
twenty years. The film documents
the open, accepting, and extraordi-
narily challenging environment
Hunter creates in his classroom,
and the intense involvement of the
thirty fourth-graders who thrive
and grow under his guidance. A
five dollar donation is requested
for admission to the film; reserva-
tions are not required.

Following the film and discus-
sion, RPEC will host a private re-
ception at the home of Mim and
Chuck Scalin from 4-6 p.m., where
guests will be able to meet Hunter
and Farina in person. Cost for the
reception is $20, which includes
theater admission, and space is
limited. To make reservations for
the reception, call 232-1002 or
email rpec@rpec.org.

(Continued on page 6)
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Hunter currently teaches in
Charlottesville. He grew up in
Chester, attended VCU, and began
developing the World Peace Game
while teaching in the Richmond
Public Schools. An African-
American educated in segregated
schools where his mother was his
4th grade teacher, Hunter was one
of seven students to integrate a
previously all-white Chesterfield
middle school. He later traveled to
China, Japan, and India and stud-
ied Gandhian principles of non-
violence. For more information
about the film, visit www.
rosaliafilms.com/about.htm

2010 Youth Peace
Summit Set for May 8

The 2010 Youth Peace Summit
is scheduled for May 8 at the St.
Paul's Baptist Church, southside
campus, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. We are
now accepting registration for
young people ages 12-19 for the
May 8 Youth Peace Summit. Indi-
vidual teens, as well as adult men-
tored groups can register by
emailing rypp@rpec.org with
name(s), contact information,
school and grade

Young people, and adult men-
tors and parents, are invited to help
plan the 2010 Youth Peace Sum-
mit. We especially want teens to
take part in the leadership phase of
this event. Interested teens and
adults should email rypp@rpec.
org.
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Parenting for Peace &
Justice Workshop

RPEC will hold a Parenting for
Peace and Justice workshop on
Saturday, May 15, from 9:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., at the First Unitarian
Universalist Church of Richmond
(1000 Blanton Avenue). This in-
teractive workshop is intended for
those who wish to become trainers
in the PPJ program, as well as
other adults who simply wish to
enhance their parenting and leader-
ship skills. The workshop will be
led by Wendy Northup, founding
member of the Parenting for Peace
and Justice Network and president
of Prevention Opportunities, LLC.

The workshop is designed to
give families ideas for celebrating
peace and justice in their home and
in the wider world. It will focus on
the following themes: Shalom in
the home and in the global family;
consumerism and stewardship;
care for the earth and each other;
celebrating diversity and human

possibilities. Participants will also
be introduced to the Family Peace
Pledge as a way to promote long-
term peaceful relationships both
within the family and with others.

The fee for participation in the
workshop is $40. Participants
should plan to bring a bag lunch.
Drinks and snacks provided. To
register for the workshop, contact
the Richmond Peace Education
Center, rpec@rpec.org or 232-
1002.

Conflict Resolution
Training for Trainers/
AVP Basic

RPEC will hold a combined
Conflict Resolution Training for
Trainers/AVP Basic Training on
June 11-13. The days and times are
Friday — 6-9 p.m., Saturday — 9:30-
5 p.m. and Sunday — 1-5 p.m.. The
location is still under considera-
tion.

The training is open to commu-
nity members who wish to learn
basic conflict resolution techniques
for their own purposes. It can also
serve as the first of a series of
training sessions for community
members who wish to join the
RPEC conflict resolution team
which requires certification in
Conflict Resolution to lead work-
shops in the community as well as
in the prison system. “Basic,”
“advanced,” and “train the train-
ers” training sessions are required
to become a “certified” AVP
trainer.

To be certified to lead work-
shops for RPEC, new facilitators
must also complete an apprentice-

(Continued on page 7)
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ship process after taking this basic
training. The fee is $100 and par-
ticipants will receive a manual. A
limited number of scholarships are
available. Email your name, ad-
dress, and phone number to
rpec@rpec.org to pre-register.
Please mail a check in advance to
RPEC, 400W. 32nd Street, Rich-
mond, VA 23225, with “T4T” in
the memo line.

SUPPORT RPEC

Gift

RPEC received a substantial
gift from Dave Depp in honor and
remembrance of his mother Ruth
Depp who passed away last year.
Dave is one of the founding mem-
bers of RPEC. We are grateful.

Build a Lasting Legacy of
Peace

RPEC now offers two ways to
make a lasting contribution to the
Center through its planned giving
program. In recent years, several
long-time Peace Center members
have demonstrated. their faith in
the lasting value and importance of
the work of the Peace Center by
naming RPEC as one of the benefi-
ciaries in their wills. You too can
make a lasting commitment to the
ongoing quest for peace on earth
by designating a portion of your
estate to the Peace Center. You
are invited to join them.

The work of the Center is im-
portant to all its members. Is it im-
portant enough to include RPEC in

your will? We hope so. RPEC
also offers a second way members
can provide long-term support for
the Center. RPEC members can
now purchase gift annuities. These
annuities pay a regular dividend
for a member’s lifetime—with a
rate of interest based on age. An-
nuities with a deferred payment
plan are also available.

Purchase of a gift annuity pro-
vides a substantial tax deduc-
tion. And the Peace Center be-
comes the beneficiary of any re-
maining principal upon the annui-
tant’s death. RPEC annuities are
made through a socially responsi-
ble investment fund administered
by MMA Praxis. We encourage
you to discuss these possibilities
with family members. We hope
you will then decide to support us
by designating a portion of your
estate to the Peace Center. Call us
at 232-1002 for more details.

Development News

The RPEC Development Com-
mittee meets regularly to deter-
mine how to find the resources
needed to continue to meet the
goals of the organization. Every
program requires financial re-
sources. Outreach to the commu-
nity, promoting RPEC programs
and programs of our partners, and
supporting our fundraising events
all require continued monitoring of
our limited funds. The Develop-
ment Committee is seeking new
ways to increase revenue through

grants, sponsorships, increasing the

involvement of faith communities
and individual commitments of the
membership to financial support.

All of these money streams are im-
portant to keep RPEC financially
sound and able to meet the grow-
ing demands for services such as
conflict resolution workshops, ra-
cial justice dialogues, and espe-
cially for the Youth Programs.

Outreach to faith communities
is done through members of RPEC
who may also be a member of a
faith community that could help
support the organization. The
community member and a member
of the development committee
work out the approach to the ap-
propriate person in the community.
If you are willing to help us ap-
proach your community, please
email Ellie Meleski, at emele-
ski@verizon.net.

Sponsorships for the fundrais-
ing events during the year are very
important to the success of each
event and to our financial support.
Members are encouraged to be-
come a sponsor, to purchase ads in
program booklets and especially to
buy tickets and patrticipate in the
events during the year. All mem-
bers are asked to join in supporting
the events in this 30th Anniversary
Year to continue to build on the
success of the past and move con-
fidently into the future. Watch for
the dates of all upcoming events
and plan to attend and support the
Center!
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children are fed, and so on. Listed
below are some of the many pro-
grams active in Palestine today:

MIFTAH,the Palestinian
Institute for the Promotion of
Global Dialogue and Democracy,
which is headed up by renowned
scholar Hanan Ashwari, regularly
issues reports documenting the ef-
fects of the stalemate and offering
recommendations for peaceful
resolution of the issues on which
there is disagreement.

The Ecumenical Accompa-
niment Program in Palestine and
Israel (EAPPI) is just that: groups
of volunteers throughout the West
Bank who accompany Palestinians
as they go about their daily lives in
order to protect them from harass-
ment or attack by dwellers in the
illegal Israeli settlements or mem-
bers of the Israeli Defense Force.
Their vests bear the initials of the
organization writ large and the
message is simple: “Hurt these
children, or that shepherd, and you
also will have to hurt a citizen of a
nation that supports Israel.” Spon-
sored by the World Council of
Churches, the volunteers serve
three month tours, mostly in the

places where most violence occurs.

(A number of them are Irish and
they explain their presence as
stemming from their experience
during the “Troubles” in Northern
Ireland.)

The Women’s Centre for
Legal Aid and Counseling
(WCLAC) works on incidents of
gender-based violence, both do-
mestic and military. It seeks legis-
lation within the Occupied territo-
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ries that gives equal rights to
women, issues reports about vio-
lence, and helps to develop local
organizations with the same goals.
WCLAC targets both the violence
of the Israeli occupation and that
of the patriarchal structure of Pal-
estinian society (femicide, incest,
and other domestic violence).

Generally speaking, if a
group wasn't in Gaza before 2008,
it isn’t in Gaza nowA. M. Qattan
is a Palestinian foundation dedi-
cated to promoting the fine arts in
the region’s culture. It has sup-
ported art and music programs for
children in Gaza for years. Despite
Israel’s violent attack on civilians,
including women and children, and
the chronic shortage of supplies,
the foundation continues its work.

The Norwegian Quakers
continue to run 15 kindergartens
there, and the American Friends
Service Committee runs a youth
leadership program that seeks to
teach civic responsibility, democ-
ratic values, and non-violence. It
has offered training to more than
6,000 young people in Gaza and
the West Bank since 2002.

Wi'an, the Palestinian Con-
flict Resolution Centre, offers pro-
grams for children ranging from
trauma recovery to education,
drama and creative arts. It also pro-
vides mediation services and pro-
tective accompaniment. The Amari
Play Centre, funded by the Quak-
ers, is located in the Amari refugee
camp outside Ramallah
(established in 1949, with about
6,000 residents today). It offers
pre-school and kindergarten to
about 50 children before they head
off to UN schools.

There are, of course, many
other organizations. The Interna-
tional Women'’s Peace Service
(IWPS) provides accompaniment,
issues reports documenting vio-
lence, and intervenes non-violently
in dangerous situations. It is par-
ticularly strong in its criticism of
the “Apartheid Wall.”

Al-Hagqis an independent
Palestinian human rights organiza-
tion based in Ramallah. It was es-
tablished in 1979 to protect and
promote human rights and the rule
of law in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory (OPT). Al-Haqg has spe-
cial consultative status with the
United Nations Economic and So-
cial Council. It documents viola-
tions of individual and collective
rights of Palestinians in the Occu-
pied territory, and seeks to bring
the violators before local, regional,
and international bodies. It con-
ducts research, prepares reports,
and advocates for human rights. It
works to ensure that international
human rights standards are re-
flected in Palestinian law and poli-
cies.

Then there is Bil'in. Every
Friday at noon a group of Pales-
tinians, Israelis, and internationals

(Continued on page 9)
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Israeli protestors against the empty tear gas canisters, and gave

Profiles in Peacemaking wall come representing groups like them to the Israeli troops as pre-

Gush Shalon(the Israeli Peace sents.
holds a protest march against the ~ Bloc), Yesh Din(Volunteers for In summary, activist groups and
“Apartheid Wall” that is separating Human Rights), Rabbis for Human international organizations con-
village residents from their farm Rights, and Arab members of the  tinue to do good work, although

lands. The Israeli army musters Knesset. International protestors ~ with some unintended conse-
troops on one side, and the protes- come from nations as far away as  quences. The world media, and

tors gather on the other. “The Japan and include former U.S. especially the media of the United
turning point came on May 4, President Jimmy Carter. All have  States, continues to ignore Israeli
2005,” said Mohammed Khatib. the dubious pleasure of being shot crimes against humanity, the inep-
“We tied ourselves to olive trees.  at with rubber bullets (which do titude of the Palestinian Authority,
That sent a powerful message to kill) and tear-gassed (the cannisters and the right of Palestinians to live
Israel, but through the use of to- also can kill; a 38 year-old Califor- free ofapartheidand deprivation.
tally nonviolent means....We were hian remains in a coma in an Is- The United States seems destined
able to convey the Bil'in story in raeli hospital months after having ~ to pour money into Israel for arms
the media. We were accurate been shot in the head with one). and munitions, leaving others to
about the details. We did not make Last Christmas, several protestors, pour money into Gaza and the
up anything.” dressed in Santa Claus suits, filled West Bank for a range of humani-
sacks with rubber bullets and tarian programs.

Letter to the Editor:

Dear Editor: | just wanted to write a brief note to let people know that a new generation of activists took
part a few weeks ago on VCU’s campus. When Republican Gov. Bob McDonnell took office he did not
follow the lead of his Democratic predecessor, Timothy M. Kaine, who signed an executive order banning
discrimination against gays. Instead, he said the matter had to be the subject of legislation. Because of
this, Attorney General Kenneth Cuccinelli's sent a letter to all public colleges and universities that they
lack the authority to prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation. Cuccinelli told colleges to rescind
or change any anti-discrimination policies that include protection for gay people.

The response among students varied from disbelief, to anger, to happiness that this would bring the issue
into the open. About 1,000 people attended emotional forums held by the VCU Administration in which
students and faculty spoke about the positive aspects of diversity among VCU's student body and the
need to protect that diversity. VCU Provost Steven D. Gottfredson said yesterday that Cuccinelli's opinion
was “mean-spirited.” The next day another 1000 to 1200 turned up for a student sponsored rally that
ended with a march to Capitol Hill. That day, Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell directed state agencies not to
discriminate against gay people, essentially, overriding the state attorney general's advice to colleges.
This was a victory for the students, but let's hope that this does not end the discussion about rights for the
GLBT community.

Jennifer Garvin-Sanchez, Ph.D.
Adjunct Instructor

Religious Studies, VCU
230-6105
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Aw...forget about it
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"l was spit on, called a terrorist, and shunned by peers for being Iranian. | had given up hope, until
| arrived at the brown chipped double doors of the Richmond Peace Education Center (RPEC).
Beyond those doors | found hope, acceptance, and most of all a home. Through my experiences
in RPEC, | have grown as a person and as a leader.

Through workshops, discrimination forums, and board meetings | have been able to reach forward
and help others in the Richmond community as RPEC did for me. | now view the world more opti-

mistically and hope to heal the wounds of people around the world with techniques that RPEC has
taught me."

Maryam Ghariban, RPEC Youth Board Member and Youth Conflict Resolution
Facilitator

ONGOING

Every Sunday Food Not Bombs —Cook, serve, or otherwise support the weekly 4 p.m. meal in
Monroe Park, now in its 16th year. Contact Mo Karnage (804) 300-0023.

Every 3rd Wed. Amnesty International—  University of Richmond campus. Contact Ray Hilliard at 289-
8289.

Every Tuesday ROSMY— Youth support meeting for LBGTQ youth, 6:30 p.m. Support line for youth and

families 644-4390. To learn more or volunteer call 644-4800.

Every 4th Saturday  Pax Christi Peace Community = — Call John Gallini for details - 272-8141.

Every 2nd Saturday = Walk for Peace— 9:00 a.m.- 10:00 a.m.. Meet at the Boulevard entrance of the Virginia
Museum. Wear black. Organized by Richmond Friends Meeting Peace and Social
Concerns

Every 2nd Sunday The African Immigrant Fello  wship for Peace and Reconciliation—  3:00 p.m., Trinity
Presbyterian Church, 113 Wilkinson Road, Richmond, Virginia 23227, (804) 266-1183.

COMING UP

April 25 Richmond premiere of the hour-long documentary Worl d Peace...and Other 4th
Grade Achiev ements— See p. 5.

May 1 Richmond's celebration of working class solidarity! —Workshops and a rally and
parade through Jackson Ward. For more information see http://maydayrva.org.

April 30 to May 4 Art of Living course (see http://us.artofliving.org )—Sponsored by the Art of Living
Foundation.

May 8 Youth Peace Summi t. Free for teenagers— Register at rypp@rpec.org.

May 15 Parenting for Peac e and Justice Workshop— Register at rpec@rpec.org.
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