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protest her denial of access is Hedy 
Epstein, an 85 year-old Holocaust sur-
vivor. 

In the West Bank, life goes on: 
temporary and permanent check-
points, midnight arrests by Israeli de-
fense forces, destruction of olive 
groves and violent harassment by set-
tlement dwellers of Palestinians living 
in nearby villages, and encroachment. 

Always encroachment.  Seven 
(Continued on page 6) 
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As we write this article, Egypt 
has refused to allow an interna-
tional convoy of volunteer workers 
and supplies to enter Gaza.  De-
spite pleas from convoy organiz-
ers, the U.S. Embassy in Cairo was 
as silent as the White House in 
Washington, D.C. Egypt eventu-
ally allowed a small number of 
persons, less than 100 of 1400, to 
enter Gaza on New Year’s Eve. 
One woman on a hunger strike to 

ISRAELI ACTIVISTS WORKING FOR 
PEACE 

Betsy Brinson & Gordon Davies  
 

T he situation is dire and there do not appear to be any ways out of it.  
About 1.5 million Palestinians are incarcerated in Gaza, recently 
called the “world’s largest concentration camp” by an Israeli jour-

nalist.  The United States is financing an Egyptian project to build a subterra-
nean steel wall across the border of Gaza and Egypt to stop smuggling 
through tunnels.  Israeli defense forces allow almost no supplies through 
checkpoints, and no building materials.  Water supplies are dangerously low 
and disgracefully impure. Health care is collapsing from want of supplies and 
equipment. Young people cannot leave to attend universities. 

 
In this issue of the RPEC newsletter 

we are pleased to include an article by 
peace center members Gordon Davies 
and Betsy Brinson, who are spending 
the year in Ramallah. Their article 
shares their observations "from the 
ground" and highlights the work of Is-
raeli peace groups who are working for 
peace and an end to the Israeli occupa-
tion of the West Bank. 

Members of these Israeli groups 
believe that it is in Israel's interest to 
end the occupation and to engage seri-
ously in a process of reconciliation 
with the Palestinian people. These Is-
raeli efforts, in different ways, call on 
both sides to adopt nonviolence and to 
move toward a lasting peace. 

The Richmond Peace Education 
Center co-sponsored an event in Octo-
ber, "Jerusalem Women Speak," in the 
hopes of opening up a discussion 
about prospects for peace between Is-
rael and Palestine. We were reminded 
in doing so how sensitive this issue is, 
and how divided the community re-
mains over this part of the world. 

The peace center’s mission is to 
build a more peaceful and just commu-
nity and world by promoting nonvio-
lence. It is vital for the peace center 
that, when our discussions focus on 
sensitive issues, they model the 
"nonviolence" that we seek to build in 
the world. 

To me, that means, first, that we 
must continue to educate about the 
reality of the U.S.-supported military 
occupation of the West Bank and the 
siege of Gaza. At the same time, we 
must acknowledge that there is pain 
and suffering on all sides and that the 
dynamic of occupation and violent re-
sistance ultimately harms Palestinians 
and Israelis alike. Both sides have a 
stake in ending the cycle of violence 
and bringing about an equitable and 
just solution. 

 
Adria Scharf 
Director,  
Richmond Peace Education Center 
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The opinions and announcements in 

RPECnews are those of the 
individual writers and are not 

necessarily endorsed by RPEC. 
 

RPECnews is published 6 times per 
year and has a circulation of 
approximately 1,050. We welcome 
article and calendar submissions.  

President Obama recently ordered a major escalation of the U.S. war in 
Afghanistan, adding 30,000 troops to bring the total U.S. troop presence 
there to nearly 100,000. While the President stressed that he hopes to 
begin a troop drawdown in July 2011, U.S. involvement in Afghanistan 
could continue for years, even decades.  

In his Nobel Prize acceptance speech, the President evoked just war the-
ory to defend the escalation. But just war theory seeks to avoid war in all 
but the rarest circumstances. To be justified, a war must be in self defense 

(Continued on page 8) 

Reflections 
Adria Scharf 

Director, Richmond Peace Education Center 

Reflection on the Tragedy in Haiti – John Gallini 
 
A week after the earthquake leveled the city of Port-Au-Prince, the magni-

tude of the tragedy was beginning to unfold: two hundred thousand dead, many 
more with debilitating injuries, the threat of widespread disease, millions with-
out enough food or water, most of the nation out of work, many in the Haitian 
government dead or irreparably disabled, a city afraid to sleep indoors. 

It is indeed a tragedy of immense proportion – but it could also be a time of 
opportunity.  

The earthquake will necessitate rebuilding the country’s aging and inade-
quate infrastructure, and the reconstruction process could spur economic devel-
opment that the country desperately needs. 

Three days before the earthquake, PBS had aired a program titled “Despite 
Years of Crushing Poverty, Hope Grows in Haiti” which described how the 
country had begun to stabilize politically and grow economically. The earth-
quake has ensured that the Capitol City will have to be rebuilt – and with it the 
entire nation. And some of the key requirements are in place so that it could be 
done in a way that pays attention to the vast majority of the population who 
have very little – except exceptional resiliency and compassion and faith. The 
Haitian national government has made some progress in establishing credibil-
ity with the international community. Members of the U.S. government have 
expressed a desire to participate in a partnership with all Haitians, not just the 
elite. The United Nations already has in place two people, Bill Clinton and Dr. 
Paul Farmer, who can influence the rebuilding effort in a way that reflects their 
demonstrated respect for the Haitian people and the Haitian government. 

So as we find different ways to mourn, and contribute, and become in-
volved, let us be filled with hope for a new Haiti where everyone has enough 
and can feel pride in their part in bringing this about. We can have reason to 
hope, IF people of conscience insist that the U.S. and the international commu-
nity prioritize the needs of the vast majority of the population most in need, 
and not the elites, in a genuine partnership with the Haitian people. 

John Gallini has been going to Haiti regularly since 1991 and is chair of 
the Newsletter Committee. He was last there in April of 2009 with six members 
of his family (see May-June issue of RPECnews). (See p. 9 for photos) 
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RECENT 
 

Conflict Resolution 
Training Team News 

      
Over the past couple of months, 
RPEC has presented several con-
flict resolution sessions. They have 
included Winchester Greens Com-
munity Center, All Saints, St. Ed-
ward’s/Epiphany, and St. 
Bridget’s. Our RYPP trainers have 
assisted in presenting all but one of 
these workshops. We have an ex-
cellent teen team. We are very 
proud of them as they have grown 
into wonderful trainers. 
     On the AVP front we have two 
new trainers who will begin ap-
prenticing in the next AVP work-
shop. Congratulations to Marcia 
Dickinson and Johnnie Taylor.  
We will be offering a series of 
workshops at First Presbyterian 
Church and another series working 
with youth at the Department of 
Justice Services/Truancy Depart-
ment. Both will begin in January.  
On Sunday, February 28 we will 
have a Youth Interfaith workshop 
with youth from the Unity, Mus-
lim, Jewish, Unitarian, and Baptist 
faiths 

 
Generation Dream 2010 

Honors Dr. King’s  
Legacy 

       
This year, the Richmond Youth 
Peace Project presented two per-
formances of Generation Dream 
2010, our fifth annual youth Edu-
concert. The first performance was 
January 28 at the VCU Performing  
Arts Center, and a repeat perform-

ance on January 30 at the Henrico 
Theater in Highland Springs.  The 
inspirational 90-minute show, built 
around the themes of peace, non-
violence, and social justice, was 
part of Living the Dream, Rich-
mond’s annual commemoration of 
the life and work of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.  
     Generation Dream 2010 fea-
tured a diverse group of youth per-
formers from metro Richmond, 
along with several adult profes-
sional artists.  Performers included 
Drums No Guns; Ezibu Muntu , 
dancer Johnnie Mercer; singers 
Michael Daniels, Jessie Nunn, Fa-
riss Hodder and the Thomas Jeffer-
son High School and Franklin 
Military School choirs; and the 

Moody Middle School Step team; 
instrumentalists Brandon Jones, 
Ian McVoy, Daniel Gonet and 
Daniel Leibovic; and spoken word 
artists Rasul Elder, Maryam Ghari-
bon, Haseena Abdur-Rahman, 
Fundamental and Vreni Michelini, 
Slam Dominion, and the Open 
High School Slam team. 
     Generation Dream 2010 is a 
joint project of the Richmond 
Peace Education Center and 
Drums No Guns.  This year’s per-
formance was co-sponsored by the 
VCU School of Social Work and 
the Henrico County Department of 
Recreation and Parks. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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This is a photo Santa Sorenson forwarded, from her Conflict Resolution 
Workshop at St. Edwards. She asked the youth "to make a drawing on 
what peace looks like and Philip Fidden drew a picture of a peace ma-
chine. It sends heart bubbles into the sky."  
Captions read “My dad’s putting red stuff in the machine” and “I’m stir-
ring it so it makes air and blows out the heart bubbles”. 
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UPCOMING  
 
2010 Peace Essay Contest 

Begins – Deadline for  
Entries is April 19 

      
This year’s Peace Essay Contest is 
now underway. The 2010 theme is 
Living in a World of Diversity:  
We live in a nation of many cul-
tures, religions, ethnic groups and 
skin colors. How can we build re-
spect and understanding among 
Americans from so many different 
backgrounds?  What can we do 
when there are divisions among 
groups? 
     The contest is open to all young 
people from grades K through 12. 
It offers a top prize of $100 in each 
of four age divisions, as well as 
numerous other prizes. Winners  
will again be invited to appear on a 
WRIR radio talk show this summer 
as well.  The contest entry form as 
well as a complete description of 
contest rules is available on the 
Peace Center’s web site, www.
rpec.org.  Deadline for entries is 
April 19, 2010. 

 
Film Premiere to Feature 

Richmond Educator’s 
World Peace Game 

      
This spring the Peace Center will 
host the Richmond premiere of the 
hour-long documentary World 
Peace…and Other 4th Grade 
Achievements.  The new film by 
Chris Farina features the work of 
award-winning educator John 

Hunter.  The showing is tentatively 
scheduled for 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
April 25 at the Byrd Theater in 
Carytown.  The movie follows 
Hunter and his students as they 
tackle the World Peace Game, a 
cooperative eight-week simulation 
that Hunter has developed over the 
past twenty-five years.  After the 
film, Hunter and Farina will con-
duct a question and answer ses-
sion.  Following that, RPEC plans 
to host a reception where guests 

will be able to meet the film’s prin-
cipals in person. 
     Hunter, who currently teaches 
in Charlottesville, is well-known to 
many Richmonders.  He grew up 
in Chester, attended VCU, and be-
gan developing the World Peace 
Game while teaching in the Rich-
mond Public Schools program for 
the gifted, where he also was hon-
ored with a prestigious R.E.B 
Award.  An African-American 
educated in segregated schools 
where his mother was his 4th grade 
teacher, Hunter was one of seven 
students to integrate a previously 
all-white Chesterfield middle 
school. After graduation, Hunter 
traveled to China, Japan, and India.  
His exposure to the Gandhian prin-
ciples of non-violence led him to 
ask what he could do as a teacher 
to work toward a more peaceful 
world.  For more information on 
the film, visit www.rosaliafilm.
com/about.htm. 
      

(Continued on page 5) 
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Playing game: World Peace…and Other 4th Grade Achievements.  

Filming the movie,  
World Peace…and Other 4th 

Grade Achievements.  
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RPEC Racial Justice 
      
A working group of 12 RPEC 
members has begun to develop 
RPEC's 2010 Racial Justice pro-
gram, which aims to convene a 
multiracial group of community 
members and activists together to 
discuss racial justice and to learn 
how to collaborate better across 
lines of race in working for social 
change. The dates and details of 
the program will be announced 
later this winter. 

���������	��
SUPPORTING RPEC 
 
RPEC Survives the 2009 

Recession 
     
RPEC entered 2009 with a re-
strained budget and some anxiety. 
Non-profits were seeing significant 
drops in funding support as the re-
cession deepened. And throughout 
the year the impact of the eco-
nomic situation was apparent. Pro-
ceeds from our major fundraising 
events were down (both the Spring 
Concert and the Auction), and in-
dividual contributions lagged our 
budget projections. 

Now that all the income has been 
tallied, it is clear that we will end 
the year “in the black”.  Individual 
contributions were exceptionally 
strong in December and they ended 
the year 5% above! Budget. Con-
tributions from faith communities 
were down and income from our  
fundraising events was $5,500 be-
low budget. However, an out-
standing year of income producing 
programs, and tight control of our 
expenses produced more than 
enough income and savings to off-
set the public support deficit. We 
finished the year about $3,000 over 
budget and go into 2010 as well as 
we could have hoped. 

Peace Humor 
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hundred new homes for Israelis in 
East Jerusalem would be built on 
the ruins of demolished Palestinian 
homes.  Anger at a proposed halt to 
settlements threatens to turn violent 
within Israel itself. 

Palestinian radicals vow resis-
tance to the end.  Israeli radicals are 
committed to the long-term dis-
placement or eradication of the peo-
ple whose ancestors have lived on 
this land for the past 2,000 years. 

And yet, there are moments of 
simple beauty.  Little girls pleased 
to display their new purple stocking 
caps and sweaters; shy children who 
stare with friendly eyes at the 
clearly non-Arab stranger on their 
street. And resistance. 

 Always resistance.  Not just in 
the Occupied territories, but in Is-
rael itself.  This is where activism 
on the part of human rights – the 
rights of Palestinians, illegal immi-
grants, religious minorities, consci-
entious objectors – comes with risk 
of violence and social ostracism.  
“She spat on my floor and then 
slapped my face when I told her that 
I was going to work for Amnesty 
International,” an Israeli woman re-
ported of a last meeting with a for-
mer friend.  A journalist who is 
sharply critical of government pol-
icy reported that his car had been 
vandalized and that he had been 
beaten up twice in Tel Aviv. 

Belonging to RPEC could be 
very uncomfortable in Israel. 

Despite Israeli government 
policy and social pressure, individu-
als persist. Israeli women and men 
support the human rights of Pales-
tinians by monitoring checkpoints 
to document arbitrary or violent 
treatment; they organize protests 
against demolition of Palestinian 
homes in East Jerusalem; they un-

dertake careful, public reviews of 
possible police and military offenses; 
they join local residents and interna-
tional witnesses for weekly peaceful 
protests in the small Palestinian vil-
lage of Bil’in; and they are willing to 
talk publicly about their experiences 
while on active duty with the Israeli 
Defense Forces during the 2008-09 
attacks on Gaza.  Here are a few 
words about just a few of these 
groups. 
 
MACHSOM WATCH —In exis-
tence since 2001, it is an organiza-
tion of approximately 400 older Is-
raeli peace activist women. The 
group’s aims are to monitor the be-
havior of soldiers and police at 
checkpoints (“Machsom” means 
“checkpoint” in Hebrew); ensure that  
the human and civil rights of Pales-
tinians attempting to enter Israel are 
protected; and record and report the 
results of their observations to the 
widest possible audience. Readers 
can view examples of the women’s 
work on their website www.
machsomwatch.org.  

ENCOUNTER—Started in 2005, 
this Jewish educational organization 
aims to provide Jewish Diaspora 
leaders from across the religious and 
political spectrum with exposure to 
Palestinian life. Over 750 Jewish 
rabbis and leaders have thus far been 
educated to Palestinian conditions 
through 1-3 day travel seminars into 

the West Bank. They experience the 
checkpoints; they meet and talk 
with Palestinians about the Occupa-
tion. These Jewish leaders return to 
the US and other countries to speak 
of what they saw. The website is  
www.encounterprograms.org. 

 
BREAKING THE SILENCE—This 
is an organization of Israeli soldiers 
who are speaking out about their 
experiences in upholding the Israeli 
Occupation. Some are conscientious 
objectors. (By law most Israeli 
youth are required to serve 2-3 
years in the military after high 
school graduation.) Recently the 
group published a monograph 
which contains the stories of 54 Is-
raeli combat soldiers who partici-
pated in Operation Cast Lead, re-
vealing discrepancies with reports 
issued by the military regarding the 
Gaza invasion in December, 2008. 
These soldiers tell stories of the de-
struction of hundreds of houses and 
mosques for no military purpose; of 
firing phosphorus shells in the di-
rection of populated areas; of killing 
innocent victims with small arms; 
of destroying private property; and 
most of all of a permissive atmos-
phere in the command structure that 
enables soldiers to act without 
moral restrictions. The website is 
www.breakingthesilence.org. 
 
B’TSELEM —This 20 year old Is-
raeli peace organization has a long 
history of research and reporting of 
human rights violations in the Oc-
cupied Territories. In addition, they 
have worked in coalition with other 
peace groups to end the routine tor-
ture of Palestinians in interroga-
tions; to halt punitive house demoli-
tions; and to advocate successfully 
for a prohibition on the use of Pal-
estinians as human shields in mili-
tary operations. This last year they 

(Continued on page 7) 

Checkpoint 
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established a Washington, DC lob-
bying office. The website is www.
btselem.org. 

 
ICAHD—The Israeli Committee 
against House Demolitions plays 
an important role in documenting 
and protesting the illegal demoli-
tion of Palestinian homes and busi-
nesses in the Occupied Territories. 
A non-violent direct action group, 
they also document and educate 
the public about these demolitions 
and their effects on Palestinian 
lives. The website is www.icahd.
org/eng. 

 
GUSH SALOM—This organiza-
tion aims to influence Israeli public 
opinion and lead it towards peace 
and conciliation with the Palestin-
ian people. Founded in 1993, there 
are about 600 activists and another 
2000 more Israeli individuals who 
support it with their financial con-
tributions. (We attended a rally 
protesting housing demolitions in 
East Jerusalem, co-sponsored by 
this group, at the Jaffa Gate of the 
Old City. It was vigorous and non-
violent, despite a counter-protest. 
The police were very effective.) 
The website is www.gush-shalom.
org. 

 

Betsy Brinson & Gordon  
Davies are volunteers working in 
Ramallah, Palestine, this school 
year.  
Their next newsletter article will 
focus on human rights work within 
Palestine itself.   
Betsy was RPEC’s “Peacemaker 
of the Year” in 2008 and Gordon 
has been a member of  the RPEC 
board. 

PARENTS CIRCLE-FAMILIES 
FORUM—PCFF is a community 
of Israelis and Palestinians who 
have lost family members during 
the conflict. Together, they pro-
mote a long term reconciliation 
process through dialog and mutual 
understanding. Founded in 1998, 
their interest in face-to-face dia-
logue has been hampered by Is-
rael’s refusal to allow freedom of 
travel for either side. As a result, 
an Internet reconciliation program 
using blogs has become a critical 
service. Other programs include a 
chat line that has handled over 
1,000,000 calls since 2002; a bilin-
gual “All for Peace” radio show; 
dialogue meetings in schools by 
Forum members, and a true-to-life 
TV series. The website is www.
theparentscircle.org. 
 
SEEDS FOR PEACE—Founded in 
1993, the group works to secure 
lasting peace in the Middle East by 
bringing together Arab and Israeli 
teenagers, age 13 to 15, before 
their fear, mistrust and prejudices 
have permanently shaped their vi-
sion of the “enemy.” Teens are 
housed for one month in a rural 
Maine, US, campsite where they 
live, play, learn, eat and sleep to-
gether. The goal is to develop em-
pathy, respect, communication and 
negotiation skills, confidence, and 
hope- the building blocks for 
peaceful existence. The website is 
www.seedsofpeace.org. 

PARENTS CIRCLE-FAMILIES 
FORUM 

 
Dialogue 4 the Future - 2009 
Summer Camp; Rechnitz/Austria, 
with participants from Israel, Hun-
gary, Palestine and Austria. 
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and used only if truly necessary to 
prevent an imminent threat. It must 
be a last resort, used only after 
peaceful alternatives have been ex-
hausted. This war simply does not 
meet the just war test. 

The stated goal of the escala-
tion does not make sense on its 
face, either. We are told that we 
are compelled to wage war in Af-
ghanistan because al Qaeda's base 
of operations was in that country 
before 9/11. But there are fewer 
than 100 active al Qaeda members 
in Afghanistan today, according to 
General David Petraeus. We are 
seeking to occupy a porous country 
the size of Texas to pursue 100 in-
dividuals. Should we manage to 
bring some measure of stability to 
the country, nothing will prevent al 
Qaeda, which has no geographic 
boundaries, from simply continu-
ing operations elsewhere. 

The President also aims to sup-
press the Taliban. Several times in 
his West Point speech, he linked 
the Taliban to al Qaeda, but it is 
important not to conflate the two. 
The majority of Taliban are ethnic 
Pashtuns concerned with their area 
of Afghanistan. They are not seek-
ing global jihad and did not attack 
the U.S. on 9/11. (No Afghan at-
tacked the U.S. on 9/11.) The grim 
reality is that our very presence in 
Afghanistan is fueling the insur-
gency against our troops. The sen-
ior U.S. civilian in Afghanistan's 
Zabul providence, Matthew Hoh, 

Reflections resigned in protest this fall, writing 
in his resignation letter: "I believe 
that the people we are fighting 
there are fighting us because we 
are occupying them — not for any 
ideological reasons, not because of 
any links to al-Qaeda, not because 
of any fundamental hatred toward 
the West. The only reason they’re 
fighting us is because we are occu-
pying them." 

The escalation this year, with 
its campaign to “clear enemy con-
trolled population centers,” will 
cause more civilian suffering and 
intensify anti-U.S. sentiment. The 
likely result will be a growing cy-
cle of violence that places our 
troops in the position of suppress-
ing nationalist and regionalist anti-
American insurgencies that emerge 
as a response to our very presence. 
At $1 million per soldier per year, 
and a possible cost of $75 billion 
per year, our occupation of Af-
ghanistan could easily turn into a 
trillion dollar undertaking, money 
better spent on peaceful interna-
tional and domestic priorities. For 
the equivalent of the cost of send-
ing a single soldier to Afghanistan, 
one could build 30 to 40 schools 
per year in that country, according 
to Three Cups of Tea author Greg 
Mortenson. It is a truism to say 
that a military occupation is main-
tained through the use and threat of 
physical force. It bears stating the 
obvious, however, because this oc-
cupation is discussed in lofty 
terms, as a humanitarian undertak-
ing, while the American public is 
shielded from its human costs 

thousands of Afghans have been 
killed.  The escalation this year 
will inevitably cause more civilian 
deaths and trauma, even if the mili-
tary takes steps to reduce the scale 
of civilian casualties. 

Nearly 1,000 American soldiers 
have already lost their lives, in-
cluding 26 from Virginia, since 
2001. For veterans and their fami-
lies, war doesn't end on the battle-
field. The experience of violent 
combat is often carried home in 
physical wounds and mental scars. 
Post traumatic stress and depres-
sion are common, and arguably 
natural, byproducts of combat. 
Nearly 20 percent of military ser-
vice personnel who have returned 
from Iraq and Afghanistan report 
symptoms of post traumatic stress 
disorder or major depression, ac-
cording to the Rand Corporation. 
While a small proportion of return-
ing soldiers actually commit vio-
lent crimes, for thousands of Iraq 
war and Afghanistan war veterans, 
PTSD has contributed to acts of 
domestic and interpersonal vio-
lence, and suicide, after deploy-
ment. 

For all of these reasons, and 
many others, the supposed benefits 
of this war do not in my view out-
weigh the costs. More generally, I 
do not believe that the threat of ter-
rorism has a military solution. 

Join other RPEC members 
on Feb. 9 at 6 p.m. to help plan 
RPEC's ongoing response to the 
war in Afghanistan. RSVP to 
rpec@rpec.org. 
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Scenes from Haiti 

Total destruction Lining up for food 

Thousands living in tents Makeshift hospital 

Some were rescued People of faith pray 
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ONGOING 
 
Every Sunday               Food Not Bombs -Weekly meal at 4 p.m. in Monroe Park is now in its 16th year.               
                                       Contact (804) 300-0023.  
Every 3rd Wed.             Amnesty International,  University of Richmond campus. Contact Ray Hilliard at 289-8289. 
Every Tuesday              ROSMY-- Youth support meeting for LBGTQ youth at 6:30 p.m. Support line for youth and  
                                       families 644-4390.  
Every 4th Saturday      Pax Christi Peace Community  - Call John Gallini for details - 272-8141. 
Every 2nd Saturday     Walk for Peace - 9:00 a.m.- 10:00 a.m.. Meet at the Boulevard entrance of the Virginia  
                                       Museum. Wear black. 
Every 2nd Sunday       The African Immigrant Fellow ship for Peace and Reconciliation - 3:00 p.m., Trinity     
                                       Presbyterian Church, 113 Wilkinson Road, Richmond, Virginia 23227, (804) 266-1183. 
 
COMING UP 
 
February 9                    How should RPEC and t he peace movement respond to the war in Afghanistan ?  
                                       Have input and get involved. Open discussion at the RPEC office 6 p.m..                           
                                       Please RSVP to rpec@rpec.org. 
March 5-March 7          Sudan in World, African, and African Diaspora Polit ics' Conference , sponsored by     
                                       Southern Sudan Project and Virginia Union University. For more information, contact 804-
                                       257-5715 or www.southernsudanproject.org. 
April 19                          Deadline for submission of entries for RPEC’s 2010 Peace Essay Contest. See p. 4. 
April 25                          Richmond premiere  of the hour-long documentary World Peace…and Other 4 th Grade 
                                       Achievements .  See p. 5. 
May 8                             Youth Peace Summi t. 
 

Save a Tree—Save RPEC money! 
 

Sign up for the electronic version of the 
RPEC newsletter and the RPEC news 

listserver. Email rpec@rpec.org with the 
header "electronic news." 


