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was well cared for by his mother and 
older brothers.  He received a good 
education and learned a lot from his 
reading.  He was very upset by the 
injustices he saw in the world and 
began to read about “Liberation The-
ology.” His hero was the Mexican 

rebel, Zapata.  He was aware of the 
recent former Bishops of Mexico, 
Samuel Ruiz and Mendez Arceo.   
Ricardo is a very strong leader of 
the group of volunteers. 

Ricardo has been a part of 
Mexicanos Sin Fronteras since its 
inception in 2002.  The organiza-
tion took the name because at that 
time there were organizations for 
Salvadorans, Guatemalans, etc., 
but none for Mexicans, who make 
up the majority of immigrants.   He 
mentioned that many of these 
groups worked for what was hap-
pening in their countries, but there 
was little movement for what was 
happening to the immigrants in the 
United States as far as community 
organization was concerned.  The 
immigrants were very quiet be-

(Continued on page 3) 
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These volunteers had an amazing 
story to tell.  I was aware of some of 
the story since I have met many of 
them over the past few years, in 
Prince William County, Richmond, 
Farmville,  and other places around 
the state.   They are traveling people 
who have a brightly painted school 
bus and have been in an active dia-
logue with the Prince William 
County Board of Supervisors.  At 
one point they had gathered 8,000 
Hispanics to this vigorous and spir-
ited conversation.     

All in the organization  are volun-
teers, and a number of  the principal 
volunteers of the Manassas area were 
present that afternoon.  I was able to 
speak for a long time with Ricardo 
Juarez, a leader of the group. 

Ricardo told me his story.  He 
was born in Mexico. His father died 
when he was four years old, but he 

Mexicanos Sin Fronteras 
 

By Thomas H. Cleary 

On Sunday, May 31, at about 4:30 p.m., I arrived at the Casa Blanca Restaurant in Manassas ,Virginia.   
The parking lot was full of cars, yet it was not a time to eat.  I entered the restaurant to find all the tables full.  The 

whole restaurant was full of families and the din was deafening.  I asked a lady at the door what was happening.  She 
said that more than 100 families were meeting with volunteer lawyers.  The meetings had been going on since 1 p.m. and 
would continue until 5 p.m. 

All these families had home loans which were in trouble or default.  They had sought legal help from a company 
which had taken their money with promises of saving their homes and had been deceived, with no redress.  The lawyers 
present were getting information to be able to represent them.  And the lawyers were working pro bono.   

The people who had organized the meeting and were running it were the volunteers of Mexicanos Sin Fronteras, the 
subject of this article. 

.www.mexicanossinfronteras.org/ 
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Reflections 
Adria Scharf 

Director, Richmond Peace Education Center 
 

I had the good fortune to spend some time this week with a personal hero 
of mine, Cindy Sheehan. Many remember Cindy as the "peace mom"  who, 
spurred by the loss of her son Casey in Iraq, camped outside of President 
George W. Bush's Texas ranch in the summer of 2005. Camp Casey grew 
as thousands of people joined Cindy there, inspiring the peace movement 
and gaining the sympathy of the mass public. 

Cindy has barely stopped to rest since then. She's traveled across the 
country, speaking to countless groups. She went on a hunger strike that 
left her hospitalized. She's written books--her latest can be ordered at 
<www.cindysheehanssoapbox.com>. Last year, exhausted and needing to 
focus on her family, she announced that she was retiring from the peace 
movement, only to return several weeks later to run for the U.S. House of 
Representatives against Nancy Pelosi on a platform calling for an immedi-
ate end to war and universal healthcare. 

Watching her from afar, I have long admired her willingness to dig in 
her heels, stand her ground, and "speak her truth," over and over, to some of 
the most powerful people in the world. 

Meeting her in person brings home just how grounded and human she 
has remained. She's still a mom with three grown kids. She's still grieving 
her son. 

She expressed frustration that despite all her efforts over the past five 
years to end war and change our country, she's seen nothing fundamentally 
change. 

Meeting her, you can't help but be inspired to do more. If we all devoted 
half as much of our hearts and lives to really building a truly peaceful 
and just society and world, anything could be possible. 

 

Cindy Sheehan,  
surrounded by  
supporters, celebrates 
having overcome  
resistance from the San 
Francisco Department 
of  Elections to make 
the ballot to challenge 
and replace Nancy  
Pelosi in the U.S. 
House of  
Representatives in  
November.  
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cause many did not have papers.  
Thus the name, Mexicanos Sin 
Fronteras, but they work for the po-
litical and social benefit of all His-
panic Immigrants.  They exist in 
Prince William, Washington D.C., 
Winchester, Culpepper, Baltimore, 
Rockville, Md., Delaware, etc.  They 
are also connected with organiza-
tions like the People United, the De-
fenders, the Catholic Worker, the 
Richmond Peace Education Center, 
Pax Christi, Madre Tierra. etc., in 
Virginia.  They also have connec-
tions with many churches which 
have Hispanic congregations.  

An interesting connection I en-
countered was with the group of law-
yers present that afternoon, and the 
cooperation of the owners of the 
Casa Blanca who are immigrants 
from Korea. They have many 
friends.  It is also interesting to see 
the number of non-Spanish speaking 
people among their volunteers.  It is 
definitely a well-rounded group 
which represents the community of 
the area.  

We talked about how in Prince 
William County, the Board of Super-
visors passed ordinances which con-
nected the County Police with the 

Federal Immigration Officers 
(ICE) so that all people arrested in 
the County are checked for immi-
gration status and reported to the 
Federal Agency.  This has resulted 
in far more deportations.  Now, 
any person stopped for any viola-
tion can be questioned and de-
ported.  The children are full of 
fear. They have seen families lose 
their fathers.   They do not see a 
policeman as a friend.  The public 
outcry to oppose passage resulted 
in some measures being excluded, 
but, in general, the new laws were 
supported by many citizens and 
ended up being passed. Still, the 
very large protest was a very en-
couraging event.  The people now 
feel united and strong.  They have 
found a voice, and they continue 
making their lives better. 

Ricardo says he has always 
wanted to help suffering poor peo-
ple.  He is indignant when he sees 
injustice.  “This world should de 
better. That keeps us going.  We 
are building a better community,” 
he says. 

 There is a core group of very 
dedicated volunteers. Those from 
near Manassas were present that 
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More than 700,000 immigrants march to 
demand rescinding the Sesenbrener anti- 
immigrant law. 

afternoon.  Activities include a Hot 
Line for people in trouble, food and 
clothing assistance, public education, 
and democratic action when prob-
lems arise.  Several weeks ago a 
large protest  was organized when a 
woman was injured by police at a 
traffic arrest.  The group has traveled 
to Richmond, Farmville, and 
Powhatan, among other places,  to 
assist those communities.  They also 
have joined other groups to lobby on 
behalf of immigrants at the Virginia 
General Assembly. 

The people at the restaurant told 
me that they just want to feel safe 
and happy as they find work and are 
able to take care of their families.  
They need to be able to drive and not 
live in fear.  To learn English is im-
portant to them.  They need health 
care and education for their families 
and to feel they are accepted by their 
neighbors.   

With some volunteers to help, 
this organization could become more 
active in Richmond.  The new resi-
dents in the White House seem will-
ing to face this huge immigrant prob-
lem with a new plan.  Mexicanos Sin 
Fronteras  are willing and able to 
help all of us together.   

Ricardo Juarez 
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sponsored the forum. The majority 
of callers want information on 
seeking a discharge (in the mili-
tary, "it's illegal to quit your job," 
unlike in the civilian world). Other 
callers want information because 
they've gone AWOL or have been 
sexually harassed and want to 
know their rights. 
     Both Woolford and Yarger 
made it clear that they're not law-
yers and don't tell soldiers and 
their families what to do.  "There 
are different kinds of deceptions" 
in the military (promises not kept, 
for example), and callers most fre-
quently need to know their rights, 
Woolford explained.  

"The information is out there," 
he continued, "but it's not easily 
accessible."  Soldiers are often 
"scared to take that first step."  
     And that's where the Quaker 
House GI Rights Hotline comes in.  
"Our counseling is nondirective," 
Yarger emphasized. "We are there 
to empower callers to make a deci-
sion for themselves" after they 
have the information they need. 
     For more information about 
Quaker House ¾  which this year 
celebrates its 25th anniversary ¾  
and the GI Rights Hotline, visit 
http://quakerhouse.org/girights.
php. 
 

Workshops on Gandhi 
and Nonviolence  

      
Mohandas K. Gandhi, who had 

been a shy and often fearful child, 
became the political and spiritual 
leader of India’s movement for in-
dependence. He developed a dy-
namic approach to non-violent ac-
tion that was a major influence on 

the American Civil rights move-
ment and continues to guide and 
inspire action today. On June 13th, 
and again on the afternoon of June 
14th, Chris Klug, former director of 
the Richmond Peace Education 
Center, led a workshop entitled 
“Gandhi, Nonviolence, and You.” 
A total of 18 people took part in 
the first of these, which was held at 
Richmond Friends Meeting, and 30 
participated in the second at Rich-
mond Mennonite Fellowship 
(RMF).  In addition, Chris spoke at 
the Sunday morning service of 
RMF, highlighting key aspects of 
Gandhi’s approach to non-
violence.     
     The workshops gave partici-
pants an overview of the life of 
Gandhi, illustrating how his ap-
proach to nonviolence developed 
and was applied, first in South Af-
rica then in India. Chris used se-
lected quotations from Gandhi’s 
written work to illustrate key as-
pects of Gandhi’s thought and its 
applications. The workshops were 
enhanced by the many trips that 
Chris has made to India to deepen 
his understanding of Gandhian 
non-violence. Having led several 
group trips to India, he expressed 
his willingness to organize a trip 
there for interested participants.  
     Chris traveled to Richmond 
from Iowa City, Iowa, where he 
has a private practice in grief coun-
seling.   His trip to carry out these 
two workshop sessions was organ-
ized by RPEC and co-sponsored by 
Pax Christi, Richmond Friends 
Meeting, and Richmond Mennon-
ite Fellowship.   

 
 

RECENT 
 

RPEC Conflict Resolution  
Training for Trainers  

      
Ram Bhagat, Tony Scott, and 

Wendy Northup held a training for 
trainers May 30 -31 at the Berryman 
Center to learn conflict resolution 
skills.  We had nine participants, a 
small but skillful group, including 
one teen from the Richmond Youth 
Peace Project.  Participants spent two 
days learning the basics of conflict 
resolution with the idea that if they 
choose to become trainers, they 
would complete an apprenticeship 
before they actually become fully 
certified trainers. These trainings 
help us to spread the message of non-
violence and the importance of find-
ing a different way to settle our dif-
ferences.  Participants were enthusi-
astic about being part of that effort.   

 
A Lifeline of Support and 

Sanity 
 
More than 9,000 individuals ¾  

mostly soldiers and their family 
members ¾  called the GI Rights 
Hotline last year. Located at Quaker 
House in Fayetteville, N.C., hotline 
counselors provide information on 
military regulations and assist callers 
in making informed decisions. 
     On Sunday, June 7, Richmond 
Friends Meeting (RFM) hosted 
Lenore Yarger and Steve Woolford, 
the two Quaker Rights GI Rights 
Hotline counselors, who discussed 
the kinds of callers they've helped 
over the past 20 years, especially 
those after 9/11. RFM, RPEC, and 
Midlothian Friends Meeting co-
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Peacemaker of the Year for 

2009:  Richmond  
Organization for Sexual 

Minority Youth  
      

RPEC is pleased to announce that 
the recipient of the 2009 Peacemaker 
of the Year award will be the Rich-
mond Organization for Sexual Mi-
nority Youth (ROSMY).  The award 
will be presented at RPEC's Annual 
Dinner and Auction, November 7, 
2009. 
     ROSMY has been providing sup-
port and understanding for gay, les-
bian, bisexual, transgendered, and 
questioning (GLBTQ) youth in cen-
tral Virginia since 1991. Participat-
ing youth, staff, and volunteers have 
continually promoted a more peace-
ful, accepting, and inclusive world 
for GLBTQ people. ROSMY's many 
programs include a 24-hour support 
hotline, support groups, an alterna-
tive prom attended by over 100 
youth in 2009, leadership develop-
ment, training and education pro-
grams for youth and family service 
providers, HIV prevention, anti-
violence initiatives, as well as social 
and cultural events. ROSMY's pro-
grams have been enormously benefi-
cial in the Richmond area and have 
gained national recognition.  Despite 
gradually increasing acceptance for 
sexual minorities, discrimination and 
prejudice against people due to their 
sexuality (real or perceived) still is a 
dangerous incubator for the most ex-
treme violence.  ROSMY's invalu-
able contribution to the peaceful 
resolution of these issues greatly de-
serves to be honored and celebrated! 

Membership  
Appreciation Dinner 

      
This year's annual membership 

meeting took the form of a Mem-
bership Appreciation Dinner fol-
lowed by discussion. It was our 
way to thank our members for all 
that they do to engage in and sup-
port RPEC's work. On June 18, we 
gathered at Ginter Park Presbyte-
rian Church and shared a meal. Ice 
cream was provided by "Ice Cream 
Connection." Director Adria 
Scharf gave a brief review of 
RPEC's work and "where things 
stand now." Then we broke into 
small groups to discuss RPEC's 
role in the current political mo-
ment, specifically: "How does 
RPEC as an organization commit-
ted to peace and justice best reflect 
and advance these values in the 
shifting political context? Does the 
election of a new president and 
Congress change our strategies, 
priorities, or how we communicate 
with the community in any way?" 
The small groups had lively dis-
cussions, and generated creative 
ideas. About 55 people attended, 
including representatives of a num-
ber of area faith communities. We 
were glad to see a lot of new faces 
there, and a good number of long-
time RPEC members too. 
 

2009 Veggie Fest 
      

RPEC had a literature table at 
the 2009 Richmond Vegetarian 
Festival held Saturday, June 20, in 
the Azalea Gardens at Bryan Park.  
The festival included a wide array 
of vendors and exhibitors from the 
Richmond community, from ani-

mal rescue organizations in sur-
rounding areas to local artists dis-
playing creative handmade jewelry. 
The music and the aroma of freshly 
cooked food filled the air as hun-
dreds of people came out to the festi-
val. There was a steady stream of 
people visiting RPEC’s table, includ-
ing friends of RPEC and families 
making their way towards the ‘Kid’s 
Zone.’ 
     Volunteers answered questions 
that were raised and did a great job 
promoting the peace center’s mission 
and programs. Several community 
members signed up to join the center 
and by the end of the festival most of 
the literature was taken. RPEC's par-
ticipation at the 2009 Veggie Fest 
was a success. A special thank you to 
all the volunteers who offered a great 
amount of help: Gordon Davies, 
Alexis Jennings, Allison Jones, 
Marcia Dickinson, Al Simmons, 
Shelly Brinson, Pam Doak, Cater 
Davis, Aylisa Hopkins, and Porsha 
Powell. 

 
UPCOMING  

 
Conflict Resolution  

Workshops Scheduled for 
Educators and for Teens 

       
The Richmond Peace Education 

Center will present two conflict reso-
lution workshops in the coming 
months. Both sessions will be held at 
the Berryman Center, 400 W. 32nd 
St. 
     For educators and other adults:  
Tuesday and Wednesday, August 18-
19, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. each day. Tui-
tion for the workshop is $150. in-

(Continued on page 6) 
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cludes the cost of a 100+ page train-
ing manual. Lunch and snacks will 
be provided each day. Educators will 
also be eligible to earn recertification 
points for state licensure. For more 
information or to register, call the 
Richmond Peace Education Center at 
232-1002 or email rpec@rpec.org.  
As of this writing, there are still 
spaces available for this event. 
     For teens grade 8 through age 20:  
On Saturday and Sunday, September 
26-27, from 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., the 
Richmond Youth Peace Project will 
hold its fourth annual training for 
teen trainers. The workshop is free of 
charge for those selected to partici-
pate. Participants who successfully 
complete this training will become 
part of the Richmond Youth Peace 
Project teen conflict resolution train-
ing team. They are also eligible to 
earn school community service 
credit.  This year’s workshop is made 
possible through the support of a 
grant from the Carillon Foundation. 
To apply, teens should download a 
short application form at www.rpec.
org, or email rypp@rpec.org for 
more information. Applications must 
be received before Sept. 1, 2009. 

WAYS TO  
SUPPORT RPEC 

 
McCutcheon Concert 

      
Once again John McCutcheon 

brought his performance skills to 
Richmond in support of RPEC. 
The enthusiastic crowd was treated 
to a combination of new songs and 
old favorites, and John was even 
able to get in one more dig at Dick 
Cheney. Room at the Top of the 
Stairs was my granddaughter’s re-
quest. The concert raised almost 
$2,000 for RPEC programs, thanks 
in part to ice cream provided by 
Dabney Morriss and the corporate 
sponsorship of La Difference. 
 

RPEC Needs You!   
 

Painlessly Piecing  
Together Pennies for 

Peace, How You Can Do 
Your Part 

      
Work for the local, state or fed-

eral government? Know someone 
who does? United Way kicks off 
its fall campaign this September in 
hopes of seeking 100% participa-
tion from contributing institutions. 
All it takes is a simple check in a 
box for your paycheck to be deb-
ited the amount of your choice and 
donated to RPEC.  
     Our campaign codes are: 
· Local Government and 

Schools (LG&S): #140 
· Combined Federal Campaign 

(CFC): # 24756  
· Commonwealth of Virginia 

Campaign (CVC): #3751 
· United Way: # 3181 

Please write both the code and 
“Richmond Peace Education Cen-
ter.”  

Imagine, by the end of the year 
you will not have had to fool with 
stamps, envelopes, lines at the post 
office or any other inconveniences 
associated with snail mail. Just the 
good feeling you will have knowing 
you've done your part to piece to-
gether pennies for peace. Make a 
check to give a check. Safe, easy, 
painless, and peaceful! I have been 
doing it for years and know that 
whatever amount I donate counts as 
a tax write off since RPEC is 501-3c 
eligible. Five dollars a week can 
make it possible to hold an additional 
teen nonviolence training event.  
Quick. Easy. Done!  Makes perfect 
sense, doesn't it?  
 

Annual Auction Event 
      

Planning has begun for this year’s 
Auction. We are happy to announce 
that it will be held once again at the 
conference room atop the Troutman-
Sanders Building and that Karen 
Murphy will once again provide food 
and serve as auctioneer par excel-
lence. The date is set for Saturday, 
November 7, so mark your calen-
dars.  We are especially looking for 
donations of vacation get-aways and 
home-cooked meals. Send a note to 
John at gallinjb@aol.com or call the 
office. 

Family Peace Festival 
 

Gather in celebration of peace and 
diversity! 

Sunday, September 13, 2009 
11 a.m., to 5 p.m., 
St. Joseph's Villa,  

Richmond, Virginia 
Free and open to the public.  
Performances will include:   

Ezibu Muntu, 
Latin Ballet of Virginia, and  
Spoken Word & Hip Hop by  

Rasul Elder. 
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"Peace is costly, but worth the price." 
First Place Winning entries from the 2009 Peace Essay Contest 

Primary School (K-3) 
Mary Dryden Maio, 3rd Grade, Mary Munford E. S.  

“Is it? When people tease you, you want to turn around, make your come back and take back your pride”.* 

Elementary School (4-5) 
Xander Johnson, 4th Grade, St. Michael's Epsicopal School 

“Peace is like a bud on a tree. It starts to grow. If some people are listening to you it gets bigger, then more 
people hear the message and it gets bigger and bigger”.* 

Middle School (6-8) 
Sarah Austen Holzgrefe, 8th Grade, Orchard House School 

“The African Proverb, "Peace is costly but it is worth the expense," is filled with wisdom and truth”.* 

High School (9-12) 
Erika Davis, 12th Grade, Midlothian H. S. 

“Living for a purpose offers the most personal fulfillment, but demands the compassion and courage, deep-
ens one's perspective and strengthens the bond between God and man”.* 
 
*To read the complete compositions and other winning entries go to the RPEC web site (www.rpec.org). 

Every Sunday               Food Not Bombs Richmond- Meal Sharing, 4:00 p.m. in Monroe Park. Hotline # 359-      
                                       4880 for details. 
Every 3rd Wed.             Amnesty International, �University of Richmond campus. Contact Ray Hilliard at 289-8289. 
Every Thursday            Richmond Organization for  Sexual Minority Youth (ROSMY), 7:00-9:00 p.m.. Call support 
                                       line: 353-2077 for more information; 353-1699 for the administrative line. 
Every 3rd Saturday      Equality Virginia, 12:00 noon at the office. A political advocacy group working towards 
                                       equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens of Virginia. Open to the  
                                       public. Contact number is 643-4816. 
Every 4th Saturday      Pax Christi Peace Community  - Call Paula Powdermaker for details - 355-7395. 
Every 2nd Saturday     Walk for Peace - 9:00 a.m.- 10:00 a.m. Meet at the Boulevard entrance of the Virginia  
                                       Mu-seum. Wear black. 

 
August 18-19                 Conflict resolution workshop or educators and other  adults —Tuesday and Wednesday, 
                                       9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. each day.  See p. 5 for information. 
August 21                      Understanding Forgiveness in the Conte xt of Loss and Healing —7:30-4:30. Registration 
                                       required. Contact Karen Gill at Nelsen Funeral Home for more information. 909-0123. 
September 13               Family Peace Festival— Sunday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., St. Joseph's Villa. See p. 6 for info 
September 26-27          Training for teen trainers —For teens grade 8 through age 20:  Saturday and Sunday, from 
                                       9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., See p. 6 for information. 
October 24                    Drum A Thon to benefi t the Richmond Youth Peace Project at the Camel! More  
                                       information TBA. 
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CLEAN OUT THOSE CLOSETS!  
 

Donate to and shop at Thrifty Quaker  
during the month of September. 

Proceeds will benefit RPEC  
that month. 

They accept all sorts of items, from 
clothing to furniture to  appliances, 
and much more. All “gently worn”  

donations accepted . 
See www.thriftyquaker.com 


