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T eaching young people nonviolent conflict resolution skills, and helping them  prevent 
violence in their lives has always been part of the Richmond Peace Education Cen-
ter’s core mission.  In the past few years our organization has witnessed a significant 

expansion of that work.  The Peace Center now touches the lives of well over a thousand 
children and teens each year, through conflict resolution workshops, the annual Peace Essay 
Contest, and the various activities sponsored through the Richmond Youth Peace Project. 
 
The Richmond Youth Peace Project (RYPP) began about five years ago.  After the murders 
of two Richmond teens, several local high school students expressed their desire to take a 
stand against youth violence to RPEC Board member and teacher Ram Bhagat and then-
director Ken Willis.  Responding to those concerns, they assembled a group of teens and sev-
eral other adult youth leaders to create the Richmond Youth Peace Project, and to plan and 
present the first Youth Peace Summit.   
 
From the beginning, RYPP’s intent was to empower young people as leaders.  We didn’t 
want programs that would simply offer adult “experts” who would present their ideas to 
teens.  The idea was to encourage young people to take the lead in developing, planning and 
presenting ideas for promoting nonviolence and positive self-expression among Richmond-
area youth.  We believed, and continue to believe that efforts at violence prevention are most 
effective when young people play a genuine, integrated role in both planning and presenting 
our programs. 
 
The first Youth Peace Summit was held in 2005.  It featured youth-planned and led work-
shops as well as others led by adults;  it drew about 60 participants.  Since then, word of the 
Summit has spread, and it has grown each year.  The 2008 summit enrolled about 150 teens 
from throughout metro-Richmond.  Participants chose from among twenty different work-
shops, covering topics such as youth rights, conflict resolution techniques, yoga, praise 
dance, drama, the Peace Corps, and hip hop for social change.  RYPP youth members played 
a central role in both planning the event and leading workshops.  Several youth-service agen-
cies, including First Contractors, William Byrd Community House and the GEMS program, 
brought groups of teens to the event.  We anticipate that this year’s Summit, scheduled for 
Saturday, April 25 at the St. Paul’s Baptist Church, southside campus, will draw an even lar-
ger number of participants. 
 
Educoncerts honoring the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. form a second major 
part of RYPP’s programming.  This annual show, which will be presented again this year at 
the VCU Performing Arts Center, invites young performers to express their ideas about 
peace, nonviolence and social justice through performance art.  The youth performers are 
supported by a number of local professional artists, including Ram Bhagat’s percussion en-

(Continued on page 3) 

RPEC Has Expanded Its Youth Programming 
Paul Fleisher  

������������������������� ���
����

Reflections      2 
 
Making an 
Impact              3 
 
Happenings  4-6 
 
News You 
Can Use           7 
 
Consumers 
Corner              7 
 
Suggested 
Readings      8-9 
 
Peace Essay 
Contest 
Winner           10 
 
Calendar        11 
 

Next Newsletter 
January 10 



Page 2 

RPECnews 

RPECnews 
 

 is a publication of  the  
Richmond Peace  
Education Center 

 
400 W. 32nd Street 

Richmond, VA 23225 
 

Phone: (804)232-1002    
 

E-mail: 
  rpec@rpec.org 

 
RPEC Web Page:   

http://www.rpec.org 
 

RPEC STAFF 
 

Executive Director: 
Adria Scharf 

 
Asst. to the Director 

Paul Fleisher 
 

Office Manager 
Johnnie J. Taylor  

 
NEWSLETTER STAFF                                    

 
Editor:  

Bill Gerow 
                                

Newsletter Committee: 
                       

John Gallini  
Jane Rosecrans 

Shirley Silberman 
Cathy Woodson  

Judy Bennett 
Ruth Anne Young 

Angela Lehman-Rios 
Adria Scharf 

Francis Woodruff 
John Williamson 

 
The opinions and announcements in 

RPECnews are those of the 
individual writers and are not 

necessarily endorsed by RPEC. 
 

RPECnews is published 6 times per 
year and has a circulation of 

approximately 1,250. We welcome 
article and calendar submissions.  

 
Deadline for the next issue is Jan. 10. 

Contact Bill Gerow at 
mbgerow@comcast.net. 

 

So much has changed in a month. 
The 2008 election represents a milestone in our country's journey toward 

greater inclusion and a more participatory and alive democracy.  
A founding member of the peace center recently shared with me the 

observation that the center was launched at the dawn of the Reagan era. It 
survived the next 29 years, through Reagan and the administrations that 
followed, most of which have been extensions of the Reagan philosophy in 
many ways. He expressed the hope that the recent election represented a 
bookend; a true closing of that chapter of American history and the 
beginning of something new. 

Indeed, the election, timed with the economic crisis, has already produced a 
shift in the "conversation." Ideas that the environmental, peace, and 
justice movements have been advocating for decades, which were long 
dismissed as overly liberal, are now being entertained seriously by decision 
makers and the press--from green jobs, to strengthening the social safety 
net, to ending the occupation of Iraq and closing the Guantanamo prison 
camp.  

For years, advocates of peace have been "swimming upstream." We've by 
necessity been focused on challenging and preventing the worst 
transgressions of the current administration's foreign policies and erosions 
of civil liberties.   

A realist, I believe that we will continue to "swim upstream" much of the 
time. Violence is so deeply embedded in our culture, from our foreign 
policies to our communities, that the work of peacemaking always runs 
against the current!   

But we will surely see more forward movement in the coming years on a 
number of our peace and justice goals. And I hope that in this new political 
context, the ideas of peace and justice advocates will be treated with 
greater respect. Our (correct) perspectives were ignored by decision makers 
during the lead up to the Iraq war, to the peril of the country. The case 
for peace deserves as much air time as the case for war.   

Our leaders can only move in the direction of peace and justice to the 
extent that we the people insist that they do. The new political context 
represents an opening; and opportunity for change. Let's take advantage of 
this moment. 

   
*      *           *           *           *           *           *           *           *           * 
 
Grateful thanks to the members of RPEC's auction committee, who planned 

and organized for months in preparation for the fabulous November 8th event: 
John Gallini, Paul Fleisher, Marianne McKee, Wendy Northup, Paula 
Powdermaker, Libbie Reid, Liz Rupp, Mim Scalin, and Barbara Williford. 
Special thanks also to Johnnie Taylor.  

This month we say goodbye to board member Annette Khan. Over the past 
three years, Annette has been involved in RPEC's Richmond Youth Peace Pro-
ject, Racial Justice Initiative, and efforts to reach new faith partners, and she 
is a lead organizer of the Family Peace Festival. We will miss her 
thoughtful presence on the board.   

Reflections 
Adria Scharf, Executive Director 
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semble Drums No Guns.  Last 
year’s Educoncert drew an audi-
ence of almost 400, all of whom 
came away inspired by the young 
performers skill, enthusiasm and 
commitment to social change. 
 
The third element of RYPP’s pro-
gramming is our teen conflict reso-
lution training team.  Over the past 
three years, about fifty teens have 
participated in weekend workshops 
teaching basic conflict resolution 
techniques and preparing them as 
workshop leaders.  Then, under the 
supervision of experienced adult 
trainers, the teens have led conflict 
resolution workshops for other 
children and teens at schools, con-
gregations, community centers and 
after-school programs.  RYPP teen 
leaders develop their own leader-
ships skills, and serve as role mod-
els for other young people looking 
for nonviolent ways to settle the 
disputes in their lives. 
 
RYPP also provides leadership de-
velopment for the Peace Center 
itself.  RPEC board members Ira 
Calos, Kristin Smith, Jonathan 
Mark and Maryam Ghariban have 
all been actively involved in vari-
ous RYPP programs before joining 
the Center’s board of directors.  
And RYPP participants serve as a 
pool of potential volunteers for 
other RPEC events. 
 
The Peace Essay Contest is now 
over ten years old.  It was insti-
tuted with the support of a single 
donor, Jim Doherty,  who contin-
ues to fund the program to this 
day.  Each year, students of all 
grade levels are invited to think 

and write about an idea that ad-
dresses issues of peace and justice.  
This program has also grown dra-
matically over the years.  Initially, 
we received about 150 entries.  
That number has grown to well 
over six hundred—with writings 
from schools as distant as Virginia 
Beach, Lynchburg and Northern 
Virginia.   
 
In addition to encouraging young 
people to think about issues of 
peace and nonviolence, the Essay 
Contest has been an effective 
means to spread the word about the 
Peace Center and its programs.  
Each year the contest brings new 
members to the Center, and re-
minds educators across central Vir-
ginia that we are available as a re-
source.  Information about the 
2009 Essay Contest should be 
available for educators in late 
January. 
 
The Peace Center wants its youth 
programming to continue to grow.  
And we want members of the 
Richmond region to make as much 
use of our services as possible.  If 
you would like to schedule a con-
flict resolution workshop for 
young people, if you know a teen 
who might be interested in partici-
pating in RYPP events, or if you 
would like to be a part of the group 
of committed volunteers who make 
the Essay Contest a reality each 
year, please let us know.  Call the 
office, or email us at rpec@rpec.
org. 
 

RPEC Has Expanded Its Youth Programming  RPEC Making an 
Impact 

 
Below is a Q& A with Kevin Ar-
mentrout, Supervisor of Humphrey 
Calder Community Center with the 
City of Richmond Parks, Recreation 
and Community Facilities. RPEC 
provided teen-led conflict resolution 
workshops to 65 children at the 
community center late last year. 

 
Q: Do you believe the Richmond 
Peace Education Center’s teen-led 
conflict resolution program helped 
the youth who participated?     
A: YES! 
Q: How?          
A: It made the kids think about 
their decisions prior to implement-
ing them.  It also showed the kids 
alternative ways to communicate 
with others in order to solve a con-
flict. 
 
Q: What improvements in behav-
ior or attitudes, if any, did you or 
other staff people observe in par-
ticipants as a result of the pro-
gram? 
A: The kids were actually using 
phrases afterwards that were 
taught in the class.  When they did 
have a conflict we would ask them 
if that is what they learned in the 
conflict resolution program. 
 
Q: Any other comments 
A: It was a great program for 
teens!!!!! 
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Wendy Northup leads 
Anger Management 

Workshop 
      
    On October 6, Wendy Northup, 
chair of RPEC’s conflict resolution 
team and nationally-recognized 
expert of youth violence preven-
tion, presented a three-hour train-
ing session on emotion regulation 
and anger management. This work-
shop was held in response to a 
number of requests for information 
on the topic over recent months. 
    The program opened with a seg-
ment of a film about adolescent 
brain development. The group then 
discussed "inhibitory control," the 
ability to control one's impulses, 
and "verbal fluency," the ability to 
name one’s feelings. Both are key 
to emotion regulation and to vio-
lence prevention. Applying these 
ideas to the process of resolving 
conflict, we discussed the vital im-
portance of simply "calming 
down" when one feels angry. We 
also discussed practices such as 
journaling and self-talk. There 
were 19 participants in attendance, 
mostly conflict resolution team 
members. They will use what they 
learned in their conflict resolution 
work in the community. Several 
members of the CR team have al-
ready incorporated some of the ac-
tivities presented in Wendy’s 
workshop into sessions that RPEC 
has conducted since this workshop. 

Other RPEC Training   
      
RPEC facilitators have led work-
shops over the past several weeks 
with Americorps volunteers and 
supervisors, ROSMY volunteers, 
female foster care youth in the 
Richmond Department of Social 
Services, and youth residents of 
Winchester Green, a Better Hous-
ing Coalition housing develop-
ment. 
 

NAFTA's Impact on 
Mexico 

      
RPEC helped Witness for Peace 
SE bring Marco Antonio 
Velasquez Navarrete to St. 
Augustine Catholic Church in 
Richmond on October 7. A soci-
ologist from the Mexican Network 
for Action on Free Trade 
(REMALC),  Marco Antonio 
Valesquez Navarrete works with 
the anti-globalization people’s 
movement in Mexico. He dis-
cussed the impact of corporate-
dominated trade policies such as 
NAFTA on the Mexican people, 
especially small farmers. There 
were about 25 people in atten-
dance. The talk was part of a state-
wide speakers tour that reached 
almost 750 people 
 
Walking the Slave Trail 

By John Williamson 
      
On Saturday morning, October 
11th, a group of 35 RPEC members 
and friends took a walk back in 
time. We gathered first on Libby 
Hill and from there we could see 
reminders of the different stories 

and people that have shaped our 
collective history.  We stood in the 
shadow of the Confederate Sol-
diers and Sailors’ monument, and 
from there we looked look out over 
land that prior to the 16th Century 
had been settled, cultivated, and 
made prosperous by Native Ameri-
cans.  From there, we could see the 
river on which the English settlers 
came and claimed that land; the 
river that was later used to bring 
men, women, and children ab-
ducted in Africa to be sold into 
slavery in Richmond.  Cricket 
White and Tee Turner of Initiatives 
of Change/Hope in the Cities 
guided this walk back into Rich-
mond’s history and reminded us 
how these intersecting stories are 
woven into our own lives. 
     Our next visit was to the site of 
the Manchester docks on the south 
side of the James River where Af-
rican slaves arrived and from 
which they were chained and made 
to walk to one of Richmond’s 
slave jails. They made this walk at 
night so as not to offend the sensi-
bilities of white residents with the 
sight of their emaciated bodies.  
Linked by our own hands instead 
of chains we walked in silence 
down the trail that they walked.  
From the 1820’s, Virginia had 
more slaves than it “needed”, and 
the flow of human trafficking be-
gan to reverse, with slaves being 
sold wholesale in Richmond, then 
chained and walked to the Man-
chester docks, from which they 
were sent downriver to be sold in 
states further south. Part way down 
the trail, we turned and walked 
back to the site of the docks and 

(Continued on page 5) 
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there shared our thoughts about our 
own short journey on the slave 
trail.  
     We then drove to the site where 
Lumpkin’s slave jail is being exca-
vated near 15th and Franklin.  
Known by slaves as “the Devil’s 
half acre,” it once had the “jail” 
where slaves were held pending 
sale as well as lodging for slave 
traders, an auction house, and 
Robert Lumpkin’s home.  After the 
Civil War, Mary Lumpkin, the 
slave he had taken as his wife, 
made the facilities available for use 
as a school to educate former 
slaves, and that school evolved 
into Virginia Union University.  
     We then walked to our last stop, 
the Reconciliation Statue at Main 
and Franklin.  One of three identi-
cal bronze statues in Cotonou, Be-
nin; Liverpool, England; and Rich-
mond, it represents two embracing 
figures and recalls the links of 
these three areas in the transatlan-
tic slave trade.  Dedicated in 2007, 
it represents reconciliation and 
healing of that legacy.   
     An excellent interpretive bro-
chure of these and other sites is 
available from the Richmond Slave 
Trail Commission (804 646-3012), 
and a more detailed booklet is 
available from the James River 
Park System (804 646-8911).  
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Richmond Youth  
Edu-Concert 

      
RYPP youth and other young per-
formers from the Richmond region 
will present the Fourth Annual 

Educoncert in honor of the life and 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. in January. Check the RPEC 
website for date and location.  
     Once again, the show will fea-
ture dance, music, poetry, spoken 
word, and drumming by wonder-
fully talented and motivated young 
people, supported by a cast of adult 
performers.  The Educoncert is 
RPEC’s part of Richmond’s annual 
community-wide Living the Dream 
commemoration.  Don’t miss it. 

 
Discussions on Racial 
Justice Set for Early 

2009  
      
    The Richmond Peace Education 
Center will present a 4-part work-
shop—Racial Justice in Rich-
mond—in January and February of 
2009.  This is the second offering 
of this program, which was first 
presented in the fall of 2007.  The 
sessions will take place on four 
Tuesday evenings, at St. 
Gertrude’s High School, 3215 Stu-
art Avenue.  Each session begins at 
6 PM and ends at 8:30 PM. Partici-
pants may also convene at 5:30 for 
an optional brownbag dinner and 
conversation.    
     The workshop is intended to 
build solidarity among individuals 
and organizations in greater Rich-
mond as participants work towards 
social, economic, and environ-
mental justice for all.  Workshop 
participants will enhance their un-
derstanding of issues of racial jus-
tice in the region, and develop a 
deeper commitment to making our 
community a better environment 
for diverse racial and ethnic 
groups.  Participants will decide at 
the final session on a collaborative 

action step for racial justice to take 
together. 
 
The dates and titles of each session 
are: 
Tuesday, Jan. 6:  What is Racial 
Justice? 
Tuesday, Jan. 20:  Race , Inequal-
ity and Power in Richmond. 
Tuesday, Feb. 3:  Racism & Vio-
lence. 
Tuesday, Feb. 17:  Taking Action 
for Racial Justice. 
      
     Participants are asked to make a 
commitment to attend all four ses-
sions.  Early registration is encour-
aged.  The workshop is limited to 
20 participants, and we expect 
more people to register than we 
can accommodate.  The registra-
tion fee for the entire series is $25.  
Scholarships are available.  To reg-
ister, or for more information, 
email rpec@rpec.org or call 232-
1002. 
 

Support RPEC 
 

Keep Up-to-Date  
Join the RPEC email list 

      
 If you just read this newsletter, 
you’re missing local events that are 
scheduled after we go to press.  
Keep track of up-to the-minute 
happenings by joining the Center’s 
email list.  Each week you’ll re-
ceive emails telling you about all 
the latest events.   
     To sign up, simply send a blank 
email to rpec-subscribe@lists.
riseup.net.  If you need assistance, 
please contact the RPEC office at 
232-1002. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Annual Auction Event 
      
   Our Annual Auction Event con-
tinues to provide a chance for 
RPEC members to come together 
to celebrate the work of the Center, 
honor the Peacemaker of the Year, 
and provide needed financial sup-
port for the Center.  This year’s 
event was a great success from all 
of those perspectives. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In her acceptance reflections, 
the 2008 Peacemaker of the Year, 
Betsy Brinson, toasted her fore-
mothers, the peacemaking commu-
nity, and especially the young peo-
ple learning the skills of peace-
making. Betsy concluded her re-
flection, with the help of music-
makers from Richmond Friends 
Meeting, by involving everyone in 
a rousing rendition of “This Land 
is Your Land.”  And the spirit of 
the group, as they joined in song, 
was evident throughout the night. 
It was indeed an historic week with 

much to celebrate, 
and, as Adria re-
minded us, with 
much work yet to be 
done. 

That work will be 
facilitated by the 
funds raised at the 
auction which will 
be well above 
budget and near last 
year’s record pro-
ceeds. Thanks to all 
of you (170 attendees, over 40 vol-
unteers and 150 donors) who made 
it possible. 

   Please join us on Saturday, Dec. 
13, between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. for 
RPEC 5% Day at Ellwood Thomp-
son's Natural Market, located at 4 
N. Thompson Street.  Shop for 
groceries, health and beauty prod-
ucts, books, and lots of holiday gift 
items.  Volunteers from the Rich-
mond Youth Peace Project and 
others will be helping to bag your 
purchases.  Five percent of all sales 
during those hours will be donated 
to RPEC. 

5% Day at Ellwood 
Thompson's Natural 

Market  

The Buffet 

Caterers Karen Murphy,  
Destiny Joseph and 

Kathy Herrell 

The Crowd 

Betsy Brinson 
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Immigration Detention in  
Farmville? 

 
Did you know that a group of 

Richmond investors is leading a 
construction project to build a 
1,040 bed immigrant prison in 
Farmville, Virginia?  A partnership 
between Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE), the city of 
Farmville, and a private company 
known as Immigration Centers of 
America – Farmville (ICA) pro-
poses to build a new detention cen-
ter that will be fully functional by 
June 2009.  Although the project 
seeks to separate detained immi-
grants from convicted criminals, its 
operation as a for-profit entity has 
caused concern among The People 
United and other community 
groups. There has been series of 
scandals associated with for-profit 
immigrant detention centers that 
maximize profit and efficiency by 
compromising basic quality care 
for detainees.  At this point, neither 
the City Manager nor other in-
volved parties have provided infor-
mation in response to these con-
cerns. In fact, they have denied re-
quests for the most basic informa-
tion regarding the detention center.  
Community groups continue to 
fight against this proposal that will 
provide an economic incentive for 
detaining immigrants, and encour-
age you to spread awareness and 
resistance to this issue.  For more 
information see 
www.thepeopleunited.org or call 
Jeff Winder (434) 906-0421. 

 
  

Bailout Price Tag 
 
The price tag of the $700 bil-

lion Wall Street bailout is difficult 
to imagine, but its enormous size 
can be made clearer by comparison 
with other possible expenditures. 
In order to finance the bailout, tax-
payers in Richmond will pay 
$353.2 million. For the same 
amount of money, the following 
could have been provided: 

 
·  291,541 homes with renew-

able electricity for one year, or 
·  178,029 children with health 

care for one year, or 
·  49,262 head start places for 

children for one year, or 
·  43,959 scholarships for uni-

versity students for one year, 
or 

·  5,142 elementary school 
teachers for one year, or 

·  2,305 affordable housing 
units. 
 
The bailout costs even more 

than the sum the United States has 
spent on the war in Iraq since the 
invasion. (That equally mind-
boggling figure is $600 billion!) 

 A number of groups are be-
ginning to organize to demand that 
political leaders address the eco-
nomic crisis in a fairer way. See 
for example “Bail Out Main 
Street” at www.bailoutmainstreet.
com. 

The bailout calculations 
above were provided by the Na-
tional Priorities Project. For more 
information, see  
www.nationalpriorities.org. 

�����������
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Alisha Gallini and John Gallini 
 

Computer Recycling  

In case any of you missed 
this, Rex Springston reported in 
the Richmond Times Dispatch last 
month that you could now recycle 
computers and related equipment 
at Goodwill Industries and its more 
than 100 locations across the state 
any day of the week. And it’s all 
free! 

Goodwill and Dell Inc. an-
nounced the joint program called 
Reconnect. Goodwill has fourteen 
locations in the Richmond area 
listed in the phone book.  

Springston writes: “The com-
puters will be refurbished and re-
sold or recycled… In the new pro-
gram, Dell will recycle unsold 
computers, of any brand, in an en-
vironmentally friendly manner. 
Virtually nothing will go to a land-
fill... The discarded computer’s 
hard drives will be cleaned, remov-
ing former owners’ personal infor-
mation… Dell also pledged to send 
no items to developing countries, 
where workers sometimes break-
down computers in unsafe condi-
tions.” 
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THE FAITH CLUB  
by Ranya Idliby, Suzanne Oliver, 

and Priscilla Warner 

I first read this book in late 
2006, and was interested enough in 
the title to purchase the hardback 
edition.  Recently, I’ve re-read the 
book in preparation to begin a new 
Faith Club in the Bon Air area of 
Richmond.   

The three women who eventu-
ally wrote “The Faith Club” met 
initially to write a children’s book 
to ‘highlight the connections 
within Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam.’   One of their initial discus-
sions was to share some of the 
miracles of their faith that they 
could include in the children’s 
book.  They found that story of 
Abraham, Ishmael and Isaac are 
common for all three faiths, but 
with different meanings and under-
standings to each.  Priscilla and 
Suzanne were surprised to learn 
that Ranya, the Muslim woman, 
had books for her children about 
Adam and Eve, Jonah and the 

Whale, and Noah’s Ark, and that 
Muslims believe in the Virgin 
Birth of Prophet Jesus.    

They had started out by dis-
cussing the basic beliefs of each 
faiths – this evolved so they began 
to evaluate their own beliefs and 
prejudices.  During their conversa-
tions, they discussed a variety of 
issues which sometimes caused 
some difficulty and misunderstand-
ings between them. However, they 
had an unspoken code of honesty 
and sharing; they were also begin-
ning to be real friends.  Some of 
their topics were miracles, prayer, 
the nature of God, rituals, and holi-
days.  They also came to realize 
that within each faith there would 
be a range of opinions and that oth-
ers from their own faith tradition 
may not necessarily share their 
perspectives.   

A useful section at the end of 
the book is “How to Start a Faith 
Club” with suggestions for begin-
ning a club, additional readings, 
and sample discussion questions.  
Their website, www.thefaithclub.
com also has more information.  

I hope you’ll all read the 
book – and let me know if you 
want to start a Faith Club in your 
area of Richmond.  The Faith Club 
of Bon Air will begin in December 
2008.  The Interfaith Council of 
Greater Richmond also has re-
sources available to assist with 
Faith Clubs and other interfaith 
dialogues (see www.icgr.org or 
contact me at  
annekhan@msn.com).   

 
 
 
 

A NEW RELIGIOUS AMER-
ICA:  How A “Christian Coun-
try” Has Become the World’s 

Most Religiously Diverse Nation 
by Diana L. Eck 

I’ll admit, I haven’t yet com-
pleted this book yet.  However, the 
portions I have read inspire me to 
read more.  The author, Diana Eck, 
is Professor of Comparative Relig-
ion and Indian Studies at Harvard 
University and is the Director of 
The Pluralism Project, whose mis-
sion is to “help Americans engage 
with the realities of religious diver-
sity through research, outreach, 
and the active dissemination of re-
sources”.    

As we consider who “we the 
people” are, she reminds us that 
our motto is E Pluribus Unum, 
“From Many, One” and that it is 
still an ideal that Americans must 
aspire to.  Many who engage in 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Reviews by Annette Khan  
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interfaith dialogue and understand-
ing find that their own faith is not 
threatened by learning about oth-
ers, but is often deepened and 
broadened.   

Individual chapters are in-
cluded about the Hindu, Buddhist, 
and Muslims of America, and the 
final chapter is devoted to Bridge 
Building between people of vari-
ous faiths.  One example told of a 
Muslim community and a United 
Methodist Church who purchased 
adjoining properties in Fremont, 
California and then realized that 
both congregations would benefit 
by sharing the parking lot, land-
scaping, and eventually other ac-
tivities at their Peace Terrace.   

Various interfaith organiza-
tions are mentioned in the final 
chapter, including the InterFaith 
Conference of Metropolitan Wash-
ington, D.C.  (The IFCMW co-
sponsored the NAINConnect con-
ference held in Richmond, Virginia 
in July 2007 with the Interfaith 
Council of Greater Richmond.)   

She included one of the often-
recited verses from the Qur’an:  
“Do you not know, O people, that I 
have made you into tribes and na-
tions that you may know each 
other.”  She then tells us that “our 
religious and cultural differences 
should not be the occasion for divi-
sion but, on the contrary, the occa-
sion for the biggest challenge of 
all:  that ‘we may know each 
other.’”    

I repeat her suggestion that 
we learn about our neighbors and 
their various faiths so that we ap-
preciate that we have many faiths, 
but one community of Americans.    

THREE FAITHS, ONE GOD: 
JUDAISM, CHRISTIANITY, 

ISLAM   
 
The Interfaith Council of 

Greater Richmond sponsored a 
screening of this documentary fol-
lowed by a discussion during the 
NAINConnect conference held 
here in Richmond in July 2007.  
We were fortunate to have the pro-
ducer, Gerald Krell, participate in 
the discussion about the film.  The 
ICGR also presented a portion of 
the film for more discussion at an-
other program.   

This documentary compares 
the three Abrahamic faiths, illus-
trating both the similarities and dif-
ferences between their religious 
beliefs and practices. It also exam-
ines how people of good will in the 
Abrahamic faith communities are 
coming to terms with historical 
conflicts that impact their lives to-
day, the crisis of the fundamental-
ist approach to religious pluralism 
and the tearing down of barriers to 
understanding and respect.  
Visit the website: 
www.threefaithsonegod.com  

to order the DVD, or contact the 
Interfaith Council of Greater Rich-
mond to organize a screening and 
discussion.  A study guide is also 
available to assist with dialogues 
about the film.   

 
Suggested Websites for Interfaith 
Resources: 
 
· Interfaith Council of Greater 

Richmond:  www.icgr.org  
 
· North America Interfaith Net-

work:  www.nain.org  
 
· Interfaith Youth Core:   

www.ifyc.org  
 
· Pluralism Project at Harvard 

University:   
www.pluralism.org  

 
· Scarboro Missions:   

www.scarboromissions.ca  
 
· A Common Word:   

www.acommonword.com  
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Reviews by Annette Khan  
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Richmond Peace Education Center 
2008 Peace Essay Contest 

Grade 4-5 First Place Winner 
Katie Cantone, Gr. 4 St. Michael's Episcopal School, Richmond  

 
I think that Moshe Dayan makes an important point when he says, "If you want to make peace, you don't talk to your 
friends. You talk to your enemies." I have come to understand his point; if you take a chance and talk to your ene-
mies, the fact is you'll probably understand them better. Understanding your enemies is, in my opinion, the most im-
portant step to make peace. 
 
The reason that people have enemies is because they don't understand them. The reason for hate is often a huge mis-
understanding. For instance, the people of another country might see Americans as wealthy, mean people who only 
think of themselves. But if an exchange student or an 'enemy' from that country would only have a conversation with 
your average American, his or her view on the US. would likely change completely. Then that person may return to 
his or her country with a better view of America and, hopefully, a kinder word for his or her friends. They might 
conclude, "So, what do you know? America suddenly didn't seem to be as awful of a place as we thought," and those 
kinds of views from other places may be exactly what America is hoping for. 
 
There is more than one way to have a conversation with another country. For the New York Philharmonic, it was 
with music. Recently, the Philharmonic traveled to North Korea and played a concert. They played songs from both 
cultures so they could connect with the North Koreans. I love to sing, and music is one way to make peace. I hope 
that using music as a "common language" will result in making peace with other places. 
 
There is a girl I know who has always given me difficulties. I remember telling my mom, "I wish that for one day I 
could be her, so I could see why she does what she does. Then I would understand how to approach her if she did 
something unkind." I'll bet anything that if you give a person a chance, he or she will change - probably for the bet-
ter - and so should you. There's room for improvement in all of us. The reason that they are unkind might be because 
they want to be noticed, or maybe because - here it comes again - they're misunderstood. I tried to understand the girl 
a little better and I think she tried harder, too. In the end, we might not be best friends, but the girl and I are consid-
erably nicer to each other. 
 
In school choir, we're learning a song called "Brotherhood." It talks about how much better a place the world would 
be if everyone would just act a little bit kinder in everything they do. This sends out a message that everyone could 
hear. Every human can help somehow. World peace is happening in little steps. Maybe you could help at a homeless 
shelter, or even just offer your mom a hand with dinner. 
 
Talking to your enemies instead of your friends may be harder, but hey, making peace takes much more effort than 
making an enemy. I think Mr. Dayan did a very good job of expressing that, and I hope I did, too.  
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Every Sunday                Food Not Bombs Richmond -Meal Sharing, 4:00 P.M. in Monroe Park. Hotline # 359-      
                                        4880 for details 
Every 3rd Wed.             Amnesty International, �University of Richmond campus. Contact Ray Hilliard at 289-8289 
Every Thursday            Richmond Organization for  Sexual Minority Youth (ROSMY), 7:00-9:00 PM. Call support 
                                       line: 353-2077 for more information; 353-1699 for the administrative line. 
Every 3rd Saturday      Equality Virginia, 12:00 noon at the office. A political advocacy group working towards 
                                       equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens of Virginia. Open to the  
                                       public. Contact number is 643-4816. 
Every 4th Saturday      Pax Christi Peace Community  - Call Paula Powdermaker for details - 355-7395 
Every 2nd Saturday     Walk for Peace - 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM. Meet at the Boulevard entrance of the Virginia Mu-
                                       seum. Wear black. 

�&�'"��%� ( ����

 
 
Dec. 13              Please join us on Saturday, be tween 10 AM and 6 PM for RPEC 5% Day at Ellwood  
                          Thompson's Natural Market , located at 4 N. Thompson St.   
 
In January        Fourth Annual Educoncert in honor of the life and l egacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr .  
                          Check the RPEC website for date, time and location.  
 
The Richmond Peace Education Center will present a 4-part workshop--Racial Justice in Richmond—in Janu-
ary and February of 2009.  The dates and titles of each session are: 
 
· Tuesday, Jan. 6:  What is Racial Justice? 

· Tuesday, Jan. 20:  Race, Inequality and Power in Richmond 

· Tuesday, Feb. 3:  Racism & Violence 

· Tuesday, Feb. 17:  Taking Action for Racial Justice 
Pre-registration is required and space is limited. 
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Visit the Richmond Peace Education Center Website at  
http://www.rpec.org. 

 
It is chock full of interesting and useful information on: 

·     Who we are 
·     What we are about 
·     How to join 
·     How to stay informed by subscribing to our List Serve and reading about coming events  
·     The winning submissions to the 2008 Peace Essay Contest 
·     Our annual report 
·     How to donate 
·     How to contact us 
·     On-line Peace Education Resources 
·     The Richmond Youth Peace Project 
·     Conflict Resolution Programs 
·     Business and Community Supporters 

You can also read the current and past issues of our newsletter.  
With regards to our newsletter you can get it several ways: 

·     By U.S. mail as usual in black and white. 
·     By reading it on our website in color (saving postage, printing costs and paper). You can be informed when 

it is posted. 
·     By having it sent to you in PDF form by email in color. (For those having high speed internet connections)

(saving postage printing costs and paper). 
Let us know if you would like to get your newsletter other than by U.S. mail by emailing us at rpec@rpec.org. 
Please write ‘newsletter’ in the subject line. 


