
November-December 2006 

�������� 	�
	�����
���
�	
Dr. Benjamin Rush’s “Peace Office”  

and The United States Institute for Peace 
Jane E. Rosecrans 

 
             In 1793, Dr. Benjamin Rush, a “founding fa-
ther” and signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
produced an article titled “Plan of a Peace Office for 
the United States,” which appeared in Benjamin Ban-
neker’s Almanac.  The original proposal is short, 
fewer than 1,000 words. It lamented that no one had 
taken notice of the total absence of an office for pro-
moting and preserving peace and offered the follow-
ing suggestions: (1) that a secretary of peace be ap-
pointed, (2) that the secretary establish and maintain 
free schools and include in their curricula the venera-
tion of human life and the horror of shedding human 
blood, (3) that teaching about the instruments of 
death be avoided, (4) that militia laws should be re-
pealed, (5) that military dress and military titles 
should be laid aside, and (6) that military parades and 
reviews be abolished. Thus, their goal was to demili-
tarize all aspects of society and, through education, 
change our way of thinking about war and peace.   

     The idea of a “Peace Office” surfaced over the years, but it wasn’t until 1976 that the 
creation of a peace office was seriously considered when Senator Vance Hartke of Indiana and 
Senator Mark Hatfield of Oregon introduced a bill to create the George Washington Peace 
Academy.  In 1979, a provision was successfully added to the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Appropriation Bill for the establishment of the Commission on Proposals for the Na-
tional Academy of Peace and Conflict Resolution and in 1981 a federal commission issued a 
report recommending the creation of a national peace academy.  Ironically, on October 19, 
1984, it was President Reagan who signed into law the United States Institute of Peace Act, 
which created a national independent institute charged with promoting multidisciplinary 
scholarship, education, training, and dissemination of information about peaceful management 
of international conflicts. 

     The United States Institute of Peace is a nonpartisan organization funded by Congress. 
According to its website at www.usip.org, its goals are “to help prevent and resolve violent 
international conflicts, promote post-conflict stability and democratic transformations, and in-
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Did you know that RPEC had a list.serv that provides 
up-to-date e-mail reminders of local events related to 
our work? All you have to do is sign up. To subscribe 
send an e-mail to: rpec-subscribe@lists.riseup.net. 

Reflections from the Board Chair 
Wendy Bauers Northup 

As I write my last reflections as Board Chair, I am so encouraged by the 
work of the Peace Center in the past year and by the results of the last elec-
tion.  Both events remind me that when the people get energized to make 
change happen, it is a real possibility.  So, with this last newsletter of the 
year I want to encourage each of you as members of an organization that 
has been making a difference in the Richmond region for more than 26 
years, to take heart and stay involved.   
 
Your involvement might take many paths.  First of all, each of us needs to 
continue to support the work of RPEC financially.  By having a paid staff, 
we are each able to multiply our efforts to reach out to those in the region 
who benefit our educational efforts, our organizing activities, and our abil-
ity to be a place to join with other like-minded people.  But we need to give 
our time as well to work on those efforts that resonate with us: conflict reso-
lution work, prison work, public education; youth organizing, interracial 
healing, and other activities that RPEC is involved with.  
 
I have really enjoyed my opportunity to serve on the RPEC Board during 
this time of change.  Thanks to each of you who makes this important or-
ganization a reality in our city.  May your continued commitment cause it to 
thrive in the upcoming year and beyond.   
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crease peace building capacity, 
tools, and intellectual capital 
worldwide.”  The Institute does 
this through education and train-
ing, grant-making, and the work of 
its Centers on conflict analysis, 
conflict resolution, post-conflict 
peace, and innovation. 

     Most Americans are un-
aware that such an Institute exists.  
That may soon change as USIP be-
gins plans for a new headquarters 
in Washington, D.C. at the north-
west corner of the National Mall at 
the intersection of Constitution 
Avenue and 23rd Street, facing the 
Lincoln Memorial and adjacent to 
the Korean War and Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorials. 

The headquarters will serve as 
“a national center for research, 
education, training, and policy and 
program development on issues of 
international conflict prevention, 
management, and resolution.” The 
building will contain offices, a re-
search library and archives, as well 
as a conference center that includes 
classrooms and professional train-
ing rooms, and “an interactive edu-
cation center that is open to the 
public and dedicated to the theme 
of peacemaking.”  

     I spoke with David Smith, 
Senior Program Specialist in Edu-
cation at USIP, about ways in 
which non-profit peace organiza-
tions such as RPEC could work 
with the Institute.  He told me that 
groups such as RPEC could “work 
with USIP in both formal and in-
formal ways” by “promoting core 
programs - the National Peace Es-
say Contest, the Summer Institute 
for Social Studies Teachers, and 

our work with colleges and univer-
sities.”  He also identified several 
programs that might be of interest 
to individual members of RPEC, 
including subscribing to USIP pod-
casts, Peace Watch, and weekly e-
mail briefings. 

     I specifically asked Smith 
how community colleges could 
work with non-profits such as 
RPEC in addressing peace issues 
and programs, with USIP acting as 
a conduit.  He told me that 
“because of their diversity and 
open enrollment, the metaphor of 
‘democracy's colleges’ is very ap-
propriate.   For many Americans 
community colleges become the 
most accessible venue for learning 
and talking about issues of world 
peace.   Community colleges need 
to continue to promote programs, 
activities, and general awareness of 
approaches to peace that do not 
espouse violence.”  He encourages 
community colleges to work 
within their local communities in 
“forging appropriate strategies” for 
promoting peace.   

     Smith told me that any 
plans to bring either himself or a 
senior fellow from USIP to speak 
in Richmond on community peace 
efforts could be “easily arranged.”  
During the October RPEC board 
meeting, I discussed several possi-
bilities for collaboration with 
USIP.  One possibility is to organ-
ize a full-day or half-day workshop 
on peace and conflict resolution 
training for community college 
faculty.  Another possibility is to 
organize a small conference next 
summer for K-16 educators to in-
corporate peace and conflict teach-
ing materials and strategies into 

their classrooms and the curricula.   I 
believe there are many other avenues 
through which J. Sargeant Reynolds 
Community College, RPEC, and 
USIP might work together to pro-
mote peace through education and 
training.   

     Looking over Dr. Rush’s 
original “Plan of a Peace Office for 
the United States,” I am struck by 
how radical it is, particularly given 
that it came so closely on the heals of 
the American Revolution.  The 
United States Institute for Peace of 
the 21st century refrains from engag-
ing in the radical rhetoric of that 
document, but in its own way, it con-
tributes mightily to the effort to 
counter the daily grind of war and 
violence that saturates our airwaves 
and permeates the lives of so many 
Americans. 

 
 
 

For Further Reading 
and Viewing 

 
To learn more about the work of 

the Institute go to www.usip.org.  
The Institute produces numerous 
publications, including its newsletter 
Peace Watch, special and in-depth 
reports, and peace briefings, all 
available at http://www.usip.org/
pubs/index.html. 

For information about Rep. 
Dennis Kucinich’s related idea for a 
U.S. Department of Peace, go to 
http://www.thepeacealliance.org/. 

For the full text of Dr. Rush’s 
“Plan of a Peace Office for the 
United States,” go to http://www.
lewrockwell.com/vance/vance76.
html. 
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book, Fear Up Harsh, coming out 
from Penguin Press in 2007, which 
is sure to be a must-read. 

The next speaker was Jameel 
Jaffer, a staff attorney in the New 
York offices of the ACLU. Jaffer is 
responsible, among other things, for 
getting some 100,000 pages of tor-
ture-related government documents 
publicly released under the Freedom 
of Information Act. Drawing on ex-
amples of these documents pre-
sented via PowerPoint, Jaffer pro-
vided a brilliant and compelling 
overview of the torture issue. 

The dominant portrayal of the 
torture issue in the media and by 
government leaders relies on two 
narratives, argued Jaffer. The first 
narrative is that of an interrogation 
of a known terrorist who is known 
to have knowledge of an imminent 
attack on Americans or others; in 
this circumstance, it is suggested, 
failing to use any means necessary 
to get the information to stop the 
attack would be irresponsible. The 
second narrative is that Abu Ghraib-
style torture is the work of lower-
level rogue officers, has nothing to 
do with higher-level policy, and is 

confined in nature. 
Both narratives are patently 

false, argued Jaffer. The vast major-
ity of persons held for interrogation 
in Gitmo, Iraq and Afghanistan 
have no real intelligence value at all 
(an assessment strongly shared by 
Lagouranis), let alone the kind of 
detailed knowledge of an imminent 
attack that it is often argued torture 
can help us unearth. Lagouranis 
noted that most of those detained in 
Iraq weren’t guilty of anything at 
all. 

Moreover, thousands of docu-
ments and scores of testimonies and 
eyewitness accounts from Gitmo, 
Iraq, and Afghanistan suggest that 
abusive torture by U.S. interrogators 
is widespread, and that it is directly 
related to the current administra-
tion’s insistence that the Geneva 
Convention ought not apply to non-
U.S. citizens held in these settings. 

These initial comments 
sparked a full hour of questioning 
from the audience, covering various 
legal, moral, and political aspects of 
the torture issue. Abbie Turiansky, a  
representative from Amnesty Inter-
national USA, and moderator Adria 
Scharf pitched in with ideas on how 
attendees could stay involved in the 
issue and help build a grassroots 
movement to eliminate the growing 
culture of torture in the U.S. mili-
tary. 

By any reasonable standard, 
this was a spectacularly successful 
and informative event on one of the 
weightiest issues of our time.  

 
Thad Williamson is author of 

the blog Richmond Talks Back, 
richmondtalksback.wordpress.com. 

The 289-seat lecture hall 
overflowed with students and 
adults from across the generations 
on Wednesday, September 27. 
Over 300 people attended the pub-
lic forum on "Torture and the War 
on Terror," an event co-sponsored 
by Amnesty International and the 
Richmond Peace Education Cen-
ter. 

Attendees first witnessed a 
video clip featuring Abdullah Al-
malki, a Canadian citizen who was 
arrested in 2002 on a visit to Syria 
and tortured for nearly two years 
as a suspected terrorist. (Almalki 
in fact was completely innocent.) 
In the video clip, Almalki dis-
cussed some of the milder forms of 
torture he personally experienced. 

The first live speaker was 
Tony Lagouranis, a former U.S. 
Army interrogator in Iraq. 
Lagouranis reported on some of 
the interrogation practices he both 
utilized and witnessed while in 
Iraq. Lagouranis feels strongly that 
we should oppose torture on purely 
moral grounds, though he added 
that the practice of torture is help-
ing inflame anti-American insur-
gents. He stated that while some 
interrogators were gung-ho about 
torture, many others were not. In 
general a policy change to clearly 
forbid torture and return to the Ge-
neva Convention would be wel-
comed at the field level. 
Lagouranis comes across as a 
highly intelligent, principled per-
son who clearly is still processing 
the significance both of his own 
past role in conducting interroga-
tions and his new role as a leading 
whistle-blower and critic of current 
interrogation practices. He has a 

Hundreds of Richmonders Attend Forum on Torture and the "War on Terror" 
Thad Williamson 
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Thursday evening Virginia exe-
cuted John Yancey Schmitt for the 
murder of Earl Shelton Dunning. 
Next month Percy Walton is once 
again scheduled for execution. Re-
cently Ivan Teleguz and Ricky Javon 
Gray entered Virginia’s death row. 
Just in time for the US elections, a 
tribunal in Iraq condemned Saddam 
Hussein to death by hanging.  

“An eye for an eye makes the 
whole world blind” stated Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

Indeed the enactment of the 
Hammurabic Code of an eye for an 
eye was at the time a reform in-
tended to restrain the clan type jus-
tice system whereby one murder was 
avenged by numerous killings. 

Some 3,500 years later it is still 
the most quoted phrase by those who 
would justify murder by the state. 
And so on Thursday Mr. Schmitt 
paid with his life. 

He was the 98th man to do so 
since 1982, when Virginia resumed 
executions. Strapped to a gurney he 
was subjected to a procedure of le-
thal injection that since 2000 has 
been banned by the American Vet-
erinary Medical Association for use 
on cats and dogs as cruel and inhu-
mane.  

The question that Virginians 
and indeed all Americans need to 
address is “Why are we continuing 
to use a form of punishment that the 
majority of the world’s nations have 
abolished?”  

Indeed since the institution of 
life in prison without the possibility 
of parole the majority of capital ju-
ries across this nation have opted not 
to impose death sentences. 

Sen. Ken Stolle, chair of the 
VA Crime Commission and of the 
General Assembly’s Senate Courts 
of Justice Committee, who supports 
the death penalty stated in October 

2005: "It is only a matter of time be-
fore Virginia and other states ban the 
death penalty…It will come when an 
innocent man is executed. Inevita-
bly, somebody who is innocent will 
be executed."  

In May of this year a Virginia 
jury found that death row exoneree 
Earl Washington Jr. not only came 
within nine days of being wrongfully 
executed here in the Commonwealth 
but that he was on death row be-
cause the State Police investigator in 
his case had deliberately framed Mr. 
Washington.  

The pressure to find a 
culprit in rape and mur-
der cases has lead to 
more wrongful convic-
tions than most of us 
would have believed 
before the advent of 
DNA testing. 
If we continue down the 
path of vengeance and 
retribution it is inevita-
ble that an innocent per-
son will be executed. 

Indeed cases now under investiga-
tion in Texas and Missouri indicate 
that wrongful executions may well 
have already been carried out in this 
nation. Over the course of the last 
1,056 executions in the US 123 men 
and women have been freed from 
death rows because they were found 
innocent of the murders for which 
they had been sentenced to death.   

If it is “only a matter of time 
before someone who is innocent will 
be executed,” how can we continue 
to put our trust in a system where 
one person has been exonerated for 
every ten that have been executed?  

Equal Justice & Fair Play, a 
report comparing Virginia’s capital 
statutes with 85 recommendations to 
prevent the possibility of a wrongful 
execution found Virginia totally fails 

to meet 47 of the guidelines. 
It is time for all Virginians to 

call on our elected officials – all the 
way from Governor Timothy M. 
Kaine to our delegates and sena-
tors – and urge them to enact a 
moratorium on executions. 

How long will it take before we 
come to the same conclusion as the 
late Supreme Court Justice Harry 
Blackmun? He was appointed to the 
court by President Richard Nixon in 
1970 and voted to uphold the consti-
tutionality of the death penalty in 
1972 and 1976. But concerning the 
case Callins v. Collins in 1994, he 
wrote: 

"From this day forward, I no 
longer shall tinker with the machin-
ery of death. For more than 20 
years I have endeavored--indeed, I 
have struggled--along with a major-
ity of this Court, to develop proce-
dural and substantive rules that 
would lend more than the mere ap-
pearance of fairness to the death 
penalty endeavor. Rather than con-
tinue to coddle the Court's delusion 
that the desired level of fairness has 
been achieved and the need for 
regulation eviscerated, I feel mor-
ally and intellectually obligated to 
concede that the death penalty ex-
periment has failed." 

The question that Gov. Kaine 
and indeed all Virginians face is not 
the guilt or innocence of those sen-
tenced to death. It is the question of 
whether it is time to turn from 
vengeance and retribution as the 
norms by which our society chooses 
to respond to murder and to advance 
our society beyond an eye for an 
eye.  

Payden-Travers, director of the 
Charlottesville-based Virginians for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty, 
lives in Lynchburg. 

Advance Beyond ‘eye-for-an-eye’ Mentality 
By Jack Payden-Travers    
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Recent and  
Ongoing Events 

 
Brief Note on  

Torture Forum 
 
The Richmond Peace Education 
Center held its biggest public fo-
rum of the year on September 27, 
on an issue of great importance: 
"Torture and the War on Terror." 
Read all about the event on page 4. 
 
Nonviolence Inspiration 

Katherine Felter 
 
     Dr. M.P. Mathai took the mi-
crophone in front of a crowd of 
about 100 in the basement of Con-
gregation Beth Ahabah the evening 
of October 12.  A Gandhian 
scholar, social activist, and profes-
sor at Mahatma Gandhi University 
in India, Mathai opened his talk 
with the sobering fact that the 
world is experiencing an increase 
in, and intensification of, violence.  
Mathai’s talk pointed to a differ-
ent, nonviolent, path. 
     He argued that nonviolent ac-
tion distinguishes between the evil 
and the evil doer. Many believe 
that if an evil doer is eliminated, 
the evil will be as well. This is not 
true, he argued, citing the example 
of terrorism.  Terrorism cannot be 
crushed or smashed out because 
you can't destroy an ideology. 
     Mathai stressed that engaging 
nonviolence for social change does 
not mean helping, condoning, or 
tolerating unjust acts. Rather, it 
means engaging in nonviolent non-
cooperation with systems of injus-

tice, all the while recognizing the 
humanity of the evil doer. This re-
quires great courage.  In a memo-
rable response to one question, Dr. 
Mathai argued that being violent is 
actually better than being a coward 
(because while a violent person 
can become nonviolent, a coward 
cannot). 
     Citing Gandhi, Mathai con-
cluded the talk by encouraging all 
to engage in dialogue and have a 
willingness to learn and listen. The 
community members and students 
who attended hopefully took away 
some new understanding of how to 
find peace within themselves and 
how to spread it to those around 
them. 
 
2006 Conflict Resolution 

Training Update 
 
     RPEC continues to reach more 
groups in the community with our 
conflict resolution training.  This 
training emphasizes building skills 
in communication, cooperation, 
affirmation, and problem solving.  
It is RPEC’s belief that by equip-
ping individuals with these skills, 
we can build a more peaceful 
world. 
     In 2006 to date, nearly 700 peo-
ple have attended RPEC conflict 
resolution trainings.   We expect to 
reach another 80 before the end of 
the calendar year.  Since our last 
newsletter, RPEC trainers have 
worked with the staff of Special 
Olympics, Youth Build of Peters-
burg, Jefferson County Assisted 
Housing, Jackson Field Homes, 
Americorp members, and the Mid-
Atlantic Affordable Housing Man-
agement Association.  Additional 

trainings are scheduled for Special 
Olympics and Jefferson County 
Assisted Housing before the end of 
the year. 
 
RPEC Dinner & Auction: 

A Special Evening  
 
      Once again, the auction com-
mittee, Johnnie Taylor, and the 
other behind-the-scenes volunteers, 
staff, and board of the Richmond 
Peace Education Center, created an 
evening to nurture the body, soul, 
spirit, and community of nonvio-
lence. The mood was enhanced by 
Jim Bennett and his Jazz Quartet, 
who played through the silent auc-
tion and dinner. The phased-out 
closing of the silent auction al-
lowed bidders to focus on coveted 
items and soothed the disappoint-
ments over missed bids while pro-
viding the opportunity to make an 
offer on the next table.  Wine and 
soft drinks flowed and the 160 at-
tendees enjoyed a scrumptious 
meal with plenty of dessert to go 
around. 
     King Salim Khalfani, former 
staff member of RPEC and current 
executive director of the Virginia 
NAACP, shared a few well-chosen 
words in accepting the 3rd Annual 
Peacemaker of the Year Award. 
After sharing how he was inspired 
by Stokley Carmichael to devote 
his life to the struggle for justice, 
he stated “the people united will 
never be defeated.” 
     After his remarks, Karen Mur-
phy facilitated the live auction, 
where generous donations of 
meals, vacation getaways, baked 
goods, pampering, pottery, airline 

(Continued on page 7) 



Page 7 

RPECnews�

�
���������
	�	������	���
���������
	�	������	���
���������
	�	������	���
���������
	�	������	��� ���

Upcoming Events 
 

Alternatives to Violence 
Project:  Training for 

Trainers 
 
A weekend-long training for train-
ers that will qualify participants to 
serve on an “Alternatives to Vio-
lence (AVP)” team will be held De-
cember 1-3, 2006, at Richmond 
Friends Meeting.  To participate, 
one must have taken the basic train-
ing in AVP or HIPP (Help Increase 
the Peace Program). The fee is $48.  
RPEC's Alternatives to Violence 
team plans to begin work at the Vir-
ginia Correctional Center for 
Women in Goochland this winter.  
For more information, call    232-
1002. 
 

EduConcert 
 

The Richmond Youth Peace 
Project -- RPEC's initiative to re-
duce youth violence and promote 
nonviolent conflict resolution -- will 
sponsor an EduConcert on January 
25 at the Performing Arts Center at 
VCU, as part of Richmond's annual 
"Living the Dream" commemora-
tion of the life and work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.  The event will 
feature music, drama, and spoken 
word performances by RYPP youth 
as well as by local artists Drums No 
Guns, Think, and others. Visit the 
RPEC web site for more details.  

If you join the RPEC list.serv, 
details of the concert will be sent 
via e-mail (see p. 2). 

Thanks to our 2006 Auction Donors! 
1 North Belmont Restaurant Escabar Restaurant Miss Hathaway's Café 

43rd Street Gallery Fin & Feather Pet Ctr. Mrs. Marshall's Carytown Café 
A+ OnSite Computer Repairs Firehouse Theatre Nora Pozzi 

Affordable Framing FloraCulture  Odile 
AirTran Airways Fountain Bookstore Once Upon a Vine 

AlterNatives Garrie Rouse O'Tooles 
Ann Holton and Tim Kaine Gigi Amateau Padow's Ham & Deli 

Arcade Café Ginjer Clarke Pam Banks 
Baker's Crust Café Grape & Cheese Paul Fleisher 
Barbara Alexander Holliday Barn Pet Motel Paula Powdermaker 
Barbara Goodwyn  Jack Richford Peggy O'Neill 
Barbara Sullivan  Jean Jacques Bakery Phil Wilayto 
Barbara Williford Jean Washburn Pia Mater Message Therapy 

Beth Almore Jenny Han Plan 9 Music 
Betsy Brinson Jim Bennett Retea Mullins 
Beverley Jane Jim Doherty Richmond Braves 
Bob Alexander Jim Koren Richmond History Center 

Bogey's Sports Park Joan & Sam Williamson Richmond Kickers Soccer 
Bottoms Up Pizza Joel Moses Richmond Spiders 

Brooke Neer Joe's Inn Richmond Symphony 
Café Gutenberg John Votta Sarah Gerstenfeld 

Can Can Restaurant Karen Britton, CMT Science Museum of Virginia 
Carey Burke Carpets Kathleen Kenney Seven Hills Market 
Caroline Kettlewell Kathy Benham Snelson's Florist 

Chadwick & Son Orchids La Difference  Stephanie McPherson 
Chandler’s Men’s Fine  

Clothing 
Legends Salon & Day Spa Susan Svendsen 

Charlene Brotman Libby Reid The Glass Boat 
Chris Clarke Liz Rupp The Golf Club at Brickshire 

Ciao Boutique for Women Maldini's Pizza The Hollows Golf Club 
Crossroads Coffee Margaret Edds The Knitting Basket 
D M Williams Inc. Marianne McKee Theatre IV 

David Barden  Maris Northup Tom French Flowers  
David Camden Martha Dick Tom Johnston 

Demitra Heckman Mary Jane Gerow Triple Crossing Café 
Dennis Danvers Mary Munton VCU 

Don & Bev Zeigler Mediterranean Market Wendy Northup 
Dorothy Rice Mike and Joan Schlosser Westhampton Cleaners 
Elaine Ogburn Mim Scalin White Canvas 

Ellwood-Thompson Mind Yor Body Wythken Printing 
Emerson Cheese and Wine  Mindy Loiselle  Zeus Cafe & Gallery 

(Continued from page 6) 

tickets, and carpentry services were among the deals won by the highest 
bidders.  In a historic moment, RPEC itself became the winner of the 50/50 
raffle.  Door prizes were awarded based on bidder numbers drawn from 
those present to win. With a net profit of over $7000 for the evening, RPEC 
left a winner. 
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Dr. Jane Rosecrans, Professor of English and Eng-
lish Department Chair at J. Sargeant Reynolds Commu-
nity College, was selected as one of 18 community col-
lege faculty members and administrators to participate in 
a summer seminar July 11-16, 2006 in Washington, D.
C. organized by the United States Institute of Peace, a 
private organization established and funded by the U.S. 
Congress to work with the international community to 
prevent and resolve threats to international peace.   

The seminar – “Global Peace and Security in Com-
munity Colleges and the Communities They Serve: A 
Seminar for Community College Faculty & Administra-
tors” – focused on the nature of international peace and 
security and explored ways community colleges could 
address some of the issues raised by global conflict.  The 
seminar is part of an expanded effort by the USIP to fo-
cus education efforts on community colleges and the 
constituencies they serve.  The seminar offered a series 
of panels on global conflict in countries around the 
world, including Iraq and Darfur, and explored methods 
and approaches to teaching global conflict, conflict reso-
lution, and post-conflict development through role-plays 
and simulations, multimedia, and service learning.   

Participants worked in small groups to develop 
seminar projects.  The project Dr. Rosecrans and her 
team developed focused on the need for greater interna-
tionalization of the curriculum as part of developing a 
global awareness in students so that they will better un-
derstand the context for conflict, and learning modules 
on conflict resolution that can be used across disciplines.   

Dr. Rosecrans identified her work with RPEC in 
her original application to participate in the seminar and 
she made a short presentation on the summer seminar at 
RPEC’s October board meeting.  Dr. Rosecrans is hop-
ing to work with USIP and RPEC to offer a full-day or 
half-day workshop on peace and conflict resolution 
training for community college faculty and possibly a 
small conference for K-16 educators to incorporate 
peace and conflict teaching materials and strategies into 
their classrooms and the curricula.   

For those community college faculty who might be 
interested in applying for the summer 2007 seminar, 
which will be held May 29-June 3, 2007, go to http://
www.usip.org/ed/seminars/ccfs.html. 
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King Salim Khalfani accepts the Peacemaker of the 
Year award  at the 2006 RPEC dinner and auction. 

Scenes from the RPEC Auction 
and Dinner 

Jim Bennett provided music during the dinner 

Adria Scharf, RPEC Executive Director, with 
Peacemaker of the Year King Salim Khalfani  
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Why is the Government 

Monitoring Peaceful  
Protest? 

Joshua Epperson 
 

Documents recently released 
by the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) confirmed that the 
Department of Defense has been 
secretly surveying the actions of 
peace advocacy organizations.   

The documents show that the 
American Friends Service Com-
mittee (AFSC), a Quaker organiza-
tion, was the subject of surveil-
lance on multiple occasions over 
the past year.  During February and 
March, the ACLU found, the Pen-
tagon conducted secret surveil-
lance of e-mails announcing legal 
protest rallies in two cities. Both 
events were organized in partner-
ship with one of the AFSC’s re-
gional offices. The Quaker church 
has a long history of peace advo-
cacy, and was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1947.  Documents 
released under the Freedom of In-
formation Act showed that in more 
than one instance, peaceful assem-
bly was secretly surveyed. Michael 
McConnell, director of the AFSC 
Great Lakes Region, commented: 
“Besides being a waste of time and 
taxpayer money, this essentially 
amounts to a ‘fishing expedition’ 
that undermines rather than en-
hances national security.”   

With legislation like the Wil-
son Bill, the administration is 
pushing for reducing barriers to 
warrantless spying. The bill, pro-
posed by Republican Heather Wil-
son (R-NM), would enable law en-
forcement to more easily conduct 
electronic surveillance, and reduce 

the amount of information required 
to obtain warrants.  In the context 
of this bill and others like it, the 
ACLU’s recent findings raise sig-
nificant questions as to whether 
peaceful dissent is being increas-
ingly treated as a criminal act.    

Sources:  
ACLU <www.aclu.org> 
Common Dreams <www.

commondreams.org> 
 

Closing the School of the 
Americas: 

The Effort Continues 
Joshua Epperson 

The November 18-19 protest 
of the School of the Americas 
(SOA) offers us yet another re-
minder of the horrific history of 
the SOA, and why it must be shut 
down for good.  The SOA is first 
and foremost a combat training fa-
cility for Latin American soldiers, 
based in Fort Benning, Georgia.  
Over its 59 years the SOA has 
wreaked havoc on the Americas, 

spreading torture, and mass murder 
wherever its graduates are de-
ployed.  The SOA, often referred 
to as the ‘School of Assassins,’ has 
trained upwards of 60,000 Latin 
Americans in paramilitary opera-
tions, under the control of large 
multinational corporate bodies.  
The paramilitary forces were used 
to repress labor leaders, union or-
ganizers, and others making efforts 
toward the social uplift of their 
communities. Graduates of the 
school are trained in many forms 
of torture, psychological warfare, 
and interrogation techniques.  With 
new legislation on the books re-
moving Habeas Corpus rights for 
military detainees, it seems U.S. 
policy is heading in exactly the 
wrong direct on the issues of tor-
ture and detention. Closing the 
School of the Americas would be 
an important first step toward a 
new, changed, course.  For more 
information, contact the School of 
the Americas Watch at <www.
soaw.org>. 
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2006 Peace Essay Contest 
High School Winning Entry —  First Place  

Zuri McClelland, Maggie Walker Governor's School, Richmond, Grade 11  

Peace is a difficult concept for 
people to fully understand and appreci-
ate. If we did understand it, the United 
States would not be in a war with Iraq. 
People can learn peace by observing 
people or conversing with them or by 
reading books. However, there are 
three basic locations where peace can 
be incorporated into our daily lives: at 
home, in school (or work) and in the 
community. Each environment builds 
onto the next what we need to master 
the concept of peace.  

The home is the gateway to the 
outside world. It is here where one 
learns the basics for everyday living. 
At home while the child is developing 
the parents or guardians are the teach-
ers of peaceful actions. As caregivers 
it is up to them to educate the child on 
peaceful manners and non-violent ac-
tions. Such as when a child gets into a 
fight with their sibling, the parent 
should be there to teach them why 
fighting is wrong and how they can 
use other techniques to get their feel-
ings across. If the parents are not good 
demonstrators of peace then the child 
will not learn about peace and how to 
use it. As some say 'children are our 
future' but if they are not taught suc-
cessfully, how will they lead our na-
tion in the future?  

At home learning peace is very 
important because it helps in develop-
ing a child's character and personality. 
But at home an individual can learn 
peace in a variety of ways. I know I 
learned to be peaceful from watching 
my mom being peaceful toward my 
brother and myself. Believe it or not 
many television shows geared to chil-
dren give lessons in being peaceful, 
sharing and kindness. Clifford the Big 
Red Dog, The Berenstain Bears, Ar-
thur, and Maya & Miguel use stories 
with these lessons in them.  

Hopefully the lessons learned 
at home are brought into the school 
environment. At school a child 
learns teamwork and cooperation 
and patience, all of which build on 
the lessons learned at home. In ele-
mentary school I remember doing 
teamwork building activities such as 
finishing a puzzle or seeing who 
could build the tallest block structure 
with a friend. I did not know it then 
but now I see how those activities 
helped me with my patience towards 
others and my cooperation.  

In school, a child can learn 
peace by reading stories or even by 
performing in plays. Listening to 
stories with a moral at the end are 
great ways to foster the idea of 
peaceful actions in a child because 
more than likely they now have 
something to relate to. However, 
learning peaceful actions can be a bit 
more difficult in a school environ-
ment. Frequently I have seen stories 
on the news where guns, knives and 
bullets have been found in school 
bathrooms, lockers, classrooms and 
on school buses. Surprisingly these 
weapons have not been found in 
high school but in middle and ele-
mentary schools. Children have al-
ways thought to be innocent little 
angels but these news stories have 
contradicted this idea. Children are 
receptive and easily influenced and 
if they are not taught what peace is 
they will not know how to show it to 
their peers.  

The community is a great place 
to learn peace because often there 
are several individuals coming to-
gether to work for one issue or pro-
ject. One community that immedi-
ately comes to mind is the commu-
nity involved in the Civil Rights 
Movement. People such as Martin 

Luther King Jr. and Rosa Parks are 
well-known for their involvement in 
the movement because they used non-
violent, peaceful actions to get their 
feelings and ideas across to the nation. 
They taught their communities how to 
speak their mind with non-violent ac-
tions.  

In your communities, among your 
youth groups, religious congregations 
and neighborhood parties, You learn a 
great deal, especially peace because 
you learn how to cooperate and work 
with people different from yourself.  

The community is essential to 
gaining tolerance for others and learn-
ing those peaceful ways of communi-
cations.  

The only way to involve peace 
into your life, school, your family and 
community is by physically doing it. 
To make peace a part of your life you 
must use it at every available moment. 
Practice makes perfect and it is the 
only way to get the idea of peace into 
your subconscious. So you'll be using 
peaceful actions without even realizing 
it. For instance when I learned to tie 
my shoes, it was very difficult but now 
I can easily do it. Or when I first 
learned French, I could not form any 
sentences but now I subconsciously 
use French when I'm talking to some-
one.  

The lessons learned at home, at 
school, and in the community are like 
three tiers of a wedding cake. You can 
have one without the other but it tastes 
so much better with all three. Each 
layer builds on the next and helps sup-
port one another. In each place peace 
is taught and learned differently. How-
ever, it is through gradual teaching that 
everyone will learn to understand and 
appreciate peace.  
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Every Sunday           Food Not Bombs Richmond-Meal  Sharing, 4:00 P.M. in Monroe Park. Hotline # 
                                   359-4880 for details 
Every 3rd Wed.         Amnesty International, �University of Richmond campus. Contact Ray Hilliard at 
                                   289-8289 
Every 3rd Friday       Sufi Dancing: Dances of Univ ersal Peace, 7:30-9:30 PM except Oct. Round 
                                   House, Byrd Park. 353-4901 
Every Thursday        Richmond Organization for Sexu al Minority Youth (ROSMY), 7:00-9:00 PM. Call 
                                   support line: 353-2077 for more information; 353-1699 for the administrative line. 
Every 3rd Saturday   Equality Virginia, 12:00 noon at the office. A political advocacy group working 
                                   towards equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens of Virginia. 
                                   Open to the public. Contact number is 643-4816. 
Every 4th Saturday   Pax Christi Peace Community - Call Paula Powdermaker for details - 355-7395 
Every 3rd Sunday     The Richmond, Virginia Buddhis t Peace Fellowship - holds a meditation vigil for 
                                   peace in Monroe Park at 1:00 PM. 
Every 2nd Saturday  Walk for Peace - 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM. Meet at the Boulevard entrance of the       
                                   Virginia Museum. Wear black. 
Every Friday              Protest the War on Iraq -  Noon til 1:00 PM at 10th and Main Streets. 

�������"��$��%��

10,000 Villages Special Holiday Shopping Opportunity December 7 
��

        How would you like to get your holiday shopping done early, support  craftspeople from the developing world 
and help the Peace Center all at  the same time?  Mark your calendars for the evening of December 7.   

   The fair-trade store 10,000 Villages in Carytown is sponsoring a Community Shopping Night  for us.  They will 
stay open late, from 6-8 PM that evening, and  donate 20% of all sales during that period to RPEC.  We’ll also be  
staffing a table with information about the Peace Center.  So tell all  your friends, and make a date for Thursday, 
December 7. 

3rd Annual Defenders Fighting Fund & Community Awards Dinner  December 2 
 

Asbury United Methodist Church, 324 N. 29th St. in Church Hill, Richmond  
6:30 PM. -- Reception;  

7 PM. -- Dinner, Awards Ceremony   
Guest Speaker: Saladin Muhammad, Chair of Black Workers for Justice and The Black Workers League;  

International Representative for United  Electrical Workers Union.  
The recipients of this year's Defenders of the Year Awards will be Campus Black Progressives of Hampton Univer-
sity; Cristina Rebeil, Richmond attorney and  advocate for immigrant rights; Virginia Public Employees - United 

Electrical  Workers Local 160; and Youth for Social Change.  
The dinner will feature a New Orleans theme. Entertainment will be provided by Richmond jazz vocalist Imani.  

Tickets are $12; $6 low-income; $25 Supporter; $50 Sponsor.  
For more information or for tickets, please call (804) 644-5834; (804) 247-3731; or e-mail  

DefenfersFJE@hotmail.com. 
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John Gallini  

In the course of a conversation with a good friend at RPEC’s Annual 
Auction event, he mentioned that he had used last month’s Consumers 
Corner article with his VCU class. One of the students asked what con-
sumer behavior had to do with peace, which, if you think about it, is a 
pretty good question. So this is my attempt to answer that question. 
 
The basic connection, from my perspective, comes from the assertion of 
Pope Paul VI that “if you want peace, work for justice”.  I have dis-
played that bumper sticker on my car for years, as do many others.  The 
thrust of these Consumer Corner articles, then, is to examine our con-
sumer choices from the perspective of justice – for the workers who 
provide the products we consume, for the non-human inhabitants of our 
shared earth, and for the generations yet to be born.  It is my conviction 
that if we can work towards a world where all are treated justly, then 
the chances for peace will be improved.  
 
And while part of that work for justice involves legislatures and leaders, 
part of it also begins at home with our consumer choices. 


