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August 12, 2005 | Cindy Sheehan sits
on the side of the road near Crawford,
Texas.

Larry Syverson and others marched to
Rivergate, where Dick Cheney was
featured at a fundraiser for Jerry

Voices from Camp Casey

Larry Syverson

As an active member of Military call her a friend. When Cindy saw me at
Families Speak Out (MFSO), | have had Camp Casey, we hugged and kissed.
the unfortunate honor of meeting many She announced to the crowd that | knew
grieving mothers: Sue, Jane, Elaine, her when she wgast Cindy Sheehan.
Lila, Barbra, Kathryn, Celeste, Karen Camp Casey is all about people: a
and Cindy. Each has touched me grieving mother, a beloved son, a callous
profoundly, and | periodically visit president. The best way to describe my
those images of our first meetings. five days at Camp Casey is through the
Cindy Sheehan’s image is deeply people that | met. People drawn to a tent
embedded in my memory, a sobbing literally pitched in the middle of
mother hugging the flag-draped nowhere.
cardboard box representing the coffin of Will is an active-duty soldier at Ft.
her beloved son. On that October day in Hood. Will said that most of the soldiers
Washington, her grief for Casey was think Bush should have met with Cindy.
raw. The soldiers don't think she s

When Cindy sat down in that ditch unpatriotic — they said they could see
in Texas, waiting to speak with the their own moms doing the same thing if
President, people around the world it happened to them. Will said that when
figuratively sat in that ditch with her. In he met Cindy, he told her he was active-
late August, | traveled to Crawford to duty. They hugged, and she told him
offer support to that grieving mother “You guys are the only reason I’'m doing
who has touched the world. this.”

Cindy is a genuine, compassionate Kallisa from Ft.
mother and grandmother. | am proud to

Hood is Will's
(Continued on page 3)
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Reflections from the Board Chair
Wendy Northup

Well, our Annual Dinner and Auctiams a big success and the presence of so
many of you was the largest part of it. It is @gical fundraiser for us, and you all did
your part, but the most important thing is for asget together and celebrate the hard
work we and the Center do all year. So thanksattheof you for your support and
willingness to celebrate!

The Board had a retreat in earlyobet and it was a good start to this year.
We once again affirmed the priorities set at theuah meeting in the spring and made
plans to move forward on each of them. Later eartionth of October we had our first
conflict resolution training—an attempt to rebuddr pool of trainers so that we can
offer the programs that are so important in thecoete living out of our commitment to
nonviolence. We will have a two-day training faaibers in January. The committee
working on the Richmond Youth Peace Project is aia&ing plans for a youth summit
in 2006 and another group is planning a seriesubfipforums on the effects of the war
in Iraq.

What's happening is that YOU aree@again getting involved in the work of
your peace center. That is the key ingredientrtotleer 25 years of maintaining a
presence in Central Virginia. Please come to antwign up to be a volunteer, or
share the newsletter with a friend and encouragmtto become a member. Our goal
this year is to grow and we need each of you tp th that process.

Reflections from the Director
Adria Scharf

For me, new to the job, the annual dinner and anatias a wonderful
introduction to the Richmond Peace Education Cerdgarmunity. | enjoyed meeting
many RPEC members there, and | look forward to img&hany more of you in the
coming year.

| begin work at the peace center at a critical tiorehe organization and the
nation. The majority of the U.S. public now recaggs that two and a half years ago,
this country was misled into a brutal and costly against a country that posed no
imminent threat to us. The growing public oppositio the war in Iraq presents us as
peace educators with a responsibility to reach oateld friends who may have fallen
inactive, and to new people who may never haveghbof themselves as peace
activists before. One of our short-term goals isrganize a series of public forums in
2006 on the impact of the occupation of Iraq ard“thar on terror.” The long-term
task has to be to build a culture of peace frongtieeind up, a movement that is truly
multiracial and inclusive, anti-empire and pro-denaey; a movement that will never
again allow the country to be led so easily dovenghth to war—and certainly not an
illegal, preemptive war. This culture of peace maeggin with the way we treat one
another in our local communities.

There's much to be done. There's far more to be than the staff and board
can do alone. And so | extend an invitation to gvender of this newsletter to get
involved with the peace center actively, and sétere are three specific ways that you
can:

1. Help organize a series of public forums in 2@@&nning is beginning now.

2. Get involved with the Richmond Youth Peace Riojéoin us December 8 at 5:30 to
learn more.

3. Become a conflict resolution trainer for theteenSign up to participate in the
weekend-long train-the-trainer workshop to be ligduary 14-15.

For more information about these and other waygetdnvolved, call 232-1002 or e-
mail rpec.1@juno.com.
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Voices from Camp Casey

(Continued from page 1) .
wife. Kallisa joined MFSO and about the war, no US publisher has Iraq so she could become a Gold Star

decided to go on the Bring Them picked it up. The book, however, is Mom. Needless to say, Pamela is
Home Now bus tour. When she told P€ing published in October in devastated.
her employer that she would be on France. Jimmy was discharged Peter and Genevieve from
vacation for two weeks, he told her from the Marines because of PTSD. Austin canceled their traditional
that her job would not be waiting for Steve from Oregon was wedding and were married at Camp
her. She and Will decided it was Wearing a t-shirt with the number Casey. They chose the setting
important for her to speak out on the 1063 on it. His son David was Iragi because of the love and optimism
bus tour. Kallisa will begin her job War casualty #1063. Steve told me they felt at the camp. The money that
search once she returns from the bu: that twice while walking alone in they saved was donated to the bus
tour. the Oregon forests, he has had artour. At the end of the ceremony
Tomas from Kansas City was on out-of-body experience and felt his someone in the crowd yelled out:
his honeymoon. He was injured on SON die. o “These are family values!”
the same day Casey was killed Karen from California is a  The Rev. Al Sharpton spoke at a
(4/4/04) and is paralyzed from the Gold Star Mom. She was told of interfaith service and called Cindy
waist down. He is a member of Iraqi her only child Ken’s death in Iraq “the conscience of the nation.” He
Veterans Against the War (IVAW). Over the phone while at an arts reminded the gathering that it was 42
He has found his voice and is festival. She thinks often of those years ago that day (August 28, 1963)
beginning to speak out. He said that people that were standing around that Martin Luther King gave his “I
since Bush won't meet with Cindy her when she got the news. SheHave a Dream” speech. He ended his
because he has already met with her Said her scream was horrific — as sermon with the inspiration that
he is asking Bush to meet with him her soul left her body. things are not solved by great men,
because Bush hasn't met with him Bill from California is a Gold they are solved by ordinary people
yet (if that is the only reason he Star Dad. His son Michael was stepping forward and having the
won't meet with Cindy). He wants to kiled on the same day as Casey. courage to question and speak out.
ask Bush why he was injured. He said he stopped dating after History will tell if Cindy is one
Adam from lowa is an IVAwW Michael was killed. The pleasures of those ordinary people. In her
member. During the ceremony to of dating seemed inappropriate closing remarks Tuesday night as her
remove the field of crosses, Adam following the death of a child. At vigil was ending, Cindy said until
was the young veteran (aged 22) tha Camp Casey, Bill was beginning to Casey was killed she was against the
| handed my crosses to. | asked himr smile and date again. He met war but didn’t speak out. She figured
about the experience of dismantling Teresa who had loaned the crosse:so many other people were speaking
the display of crosses and boots a from Arlington West at Santa out and she didn’'t need to. After
Camp Casey. Adam said the hardes Monica. Bill said it feels as if Casey’s death, she began to speak out
part was picking up the boots (on Michael has brought them together. so she could tell her grandchildren
loan from the Eyes Wide Open _Derrill from California carried  that even if things didn’t improve, at
display) — especially those of Michael & picture of his daughter Deora who least she had tried.
Mitchell. Michael's dad Bill was died on Flight 93 on 9/11 at the age Everyone who passed through
sitting at the cross when Adam came of 20. He is a member of 9/11 Camp Casey agreed it was a place for
to pick up the boots. Adam and Bill Families for Peaceful Tomorrows. healing the wounds of Iraq. The
hugged and talked before Adam Pamela from Colorado joined lesson to be learned from Camp
eventually walked away with the MFSO. Pamela’s son is a senior in Casey is to never doubt that your
boots. high school and has joined the actions as an individual matter. Cindy
Jimmy from North Carolina is Marines. He is for the war and has shown us that one person’s
an IVAW member. | met Jimmy in doesn't like Cindy speaking out. actions can make a difference.
Fayetteville in March and wanted to When told his mother was going to Pass it along — Sheehan is Gaelic
find out how his book was going. Crawford, he told his mother that he for peace. Sheehan!

Because his book is not flattering P&t she hoped he would be killed in
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G8 2005 Summit in Edinburgh,

Scotland
Tyla Matteson

Two weeks before
the G8 summit of world
leaders, my husband and |
heard that Tony Blair had
placed on the top of the

agenda: halting global
climate change and
reducing the debt in

Africa. The host country
has the privilege of setting
the agenda. Blair had
come to the U.S. to elicit
support from Bush, but
was returning home
largely empty-handed.
Since global climate

change is also at the top=f

Gleneagles, a protest to
“Stop Bush’'s Reign of
Terror.” Overall, we saw
few Americans, and |
made a point of telling
people | was an American
who did not approve of the

Bush agenda. | carried a
poster saying, “Another
American Against Bush’s
lllegal War” which

attracted attention. One of
the more popular posters
we saw had the caption,
“#1 Terrorist,” with a

large mug shot of Bush.
George Galloway, a

our concerns, we check Protestors march in Edinburgh

member of UK Parliament

out the summit on the
web. The next day we booked a
flight to Scotland and found a room
at an Edinburgh guest home.

The summit was July 6-8; we
stayed from July 3-9 and attended
many of the alternative summit
events in Edinburgh, about 50 miles
from the actual summit held at a
posh golf resort in Gleneagles.

One event, called Global
Warming 8, featured speakers from
eight developing countries, who

Patrick Michaels’ column in the
Richmon Times-Dispatch. Michaels
believes we should not be worried

a tiny minority who continues to

climate <change
overwhelming evidence.
is also a fellow

at the Cato Institute, and both
Michaels and the Cato Institute
receive money from the fossil fuel

despite
Michaels

; industry.
spoke about the tangible effects of n :
; . . At another G8 alternative
global climate change: India, function, we heard Ken Wiwa

Philippines, Colombia, Honduras,
and four African countries. These
include pronounced droughts, less
frequent but heavier rainfalls, sea
level rise and salinity intrusion,
long searches for water and food,
population displacement, and
deforestation.

Many people spoke to us o
leadership inaction and denial. |
must agree, for example, when |
read our Virginia state climatologist

speak about Nigeria, where his
father Ken Saro-Wiwa was
executed 10 vyears ago, for
defending the Ogoni people from
harm, perpetrated by Shell Oil
Company. We met George
Monbiot, author of the book Age of
f Consent, A Manifesto for a New
World Order which | highly
recommend.

On July 6, we joined a huge
permitted rally and march close to
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about climate change. He is one of

dispute facts and science about

from the Respect Party,
said in his speech to the crowd, that
the police should not be massed at
our rally, but headed to the G8 to
arrest some of the world leaders, the
true terrorists.

On July 7, we heard the
horrific news of the London terror
bombings of a bus and three
underground sites, with many killed
and hundreds injured. That
afternoon in Edinburgh, Friends of
the Earth canceled their plans to
rings bells
for the G8 leaders to hear, and
instead observed a minute of
silence, to mark the tragic event.

We met Mark Ruskell, a
member of the Scottish Parliament,
one of several elected from the
Green Party, and he invited us to
attend an all-day workshop on
alternative energy, sponsored by
Friends of the Earth Scotland and
Green Power, an alternative energy
company. That workshop took

(Continued on page 6)
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Reports Detail Torture by U.S. detainees committed by troops of

Soldiers the 82nd Airborne stationed near |s Increased “Federal Control”
Meggie Morris, Pam Banks, and Fallujah. The soldiers say that 5 Eyphemism for “Martial
Adria Scharf Military Intelligence personnel Law’?

ordered the abuse before

To say that the world has been interrogations, and that their
shocked and appalled at the photos o Superiors not only knew about, but Ever since 9/11, the Bush
torture at Abu Ghraib, and the stories actually encouraged, the brutality. 5 qministration has been discussing
of abuse at Guantanamo, is an  The ACLU followed with the  ho jqea of giving the military more
understatement. It's hard to believe October release of an analysis of a1 in widespread emergency
that the public hasn't yet seen or autopsy and death reports of gy ations. On Sept. 14, 2005,
heard the worst. The use of torture is détainees in Iraq and Afghanistan ginia Senator John Warner sent
always unmerited—and often kept Which showed that detainees were a4 Rumsfeld a memo requesting
secret. As a result, many still don't often severely tortured, and pis review of the law governing the
realize just how far-reaching the use Sometimes killed, during peqident's power to use the U.S.
of torture has been in Irag and interrogation by U.S. forces. armed forces to restore order in large-
Afghanistan. In the past six months, ~ “There is no question that U.S. ¢.56 emergencies. This law is known
however, three respected nonpartisar interrogations have resulted in .o the Posse Comitatas Act. The
human rights organizations have deaths,” said Anthony D. Romero, ,.ove to amend Posse Comitatus
issued reports that begin to fill in the Executive Director of the ACLU. 514 expand the military’s role to
details about brutal practices Detainees died during or after jnqqe jaw-enforcement powers. The
conducted in the name of the U.S.interrogations by Navy Seals, pggse comitatus Act currently bans
war on terror. Military Intelligence _and “Other the armed forces from police-type
In “Break Them Down: Governmental Agencies”™—a term, activities on U.S. soil.
Systematic Use of Psychological according to the ACLU, that is Gene Healy, from the
Torture by U.S. Forces” (May 2005), commonly used to refer to the CIA. ., carvative Cato Institute, said Bush
Physicians for Human Rights As we Qo to press, the qq yndermining “a fundamental
describes the military's use of such Republican-led Senate has gjqcinie of American law” by
practices as sensory deprivation, @pproved Senator John McCain's yinyering with Posse Comitatus.
isolation, sleep deprivation, forced anti-torture provision, but its future o4y saiq the act does not hinder the
nudity, the use of military dogs, in the House of Representatives is military's ability to respond to a
cultural and sexual humiliation, mock uncertain. President Bush has .icis “what it does is set a high bar

Pam Banks

executions, and the threat of violence threatened to veto the bill. __for the use of federal troops in a
or death. To read the reports described policing role. That reflects America's
The Defense Department's above, visit traditional distrust of using standing
interrogation manual eliminates many Human Rights Watch distrust that's well-justified.”
of these techniques is “a welcome http://hrw.org/reports/2005/ President Bush has now asked
sign,” according to the Physicians, us0905/2.htm Congress to consider a broader role
“but it remains unclear whether other for the military in times of large-scale
techniques, including isolation and ACLU _ emergencies. However, Healy says
severe humiliation, remain permitted, http://action.aclu.org/torturefoia/ 4 soidiers are not trained as police
and whether there are exceptions.”  released/102405 officers, and putting them in a law
In “Leadership Failure” (September . _ enforcement role “can result in
2005), Human Rights Watch Physicians for Human Rights serious collateral damage to
provides American soldiers’ first- www.phrusa.org/research/torture/
hand accounts of abuses agains news_2005-05-01.html (Continued on page 6)
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paid the firm over $40 million sincg
2001 to influence public opinion
around the world through

Call Senator Warner today questionable public relations
(202-224-2023) and tell him you do activities such as planting new
not want the Posse Comitatus Act stories with foreign media ang

(Continued from page 5)
American life and liberty.”

changed. secretly funding organizations an
For more information on this individuals who voice support foi
topic, visit: U.S. interests.

The Smith-Mundt Act, a 1948
law, was passed to prevent th

Gene Healy, Cato Institute
www.cato.org/people/healy.html

government from using suck
William M. Arkin, Washington propaganda tactics on its ow
Post columnist and blogger citizenry. But the current

administration stands accused
crossing the line, by, for example
paying journalists to write
favorably about its policies. Wha
CNN.com article “Bush eyes bigger prompted Judicial Watch's concer
military role in disasters” was a “peace movement” Interng
www.cnn.com/2005/ site called “Empower Peace” thg
POLITICS/09/26/bush.military was reportedly funded ang

blogs.washingtonpost.com/
earlywarning/2005/09/
dod_no_new_rule.html

established by the Pentagon. The
site targets American school ade

Dem Bloggers
www.dembloggers.com/
story/2005/10/28/24737/391

children, teachers, and schools f
participation in what appears to be
grassroots peace movemen
“Empower Peace” offers “cultural
awareness” and interactive we

Pentagon Sued for Records on
Propaganda

broadcasts between New York arld

Judicial Watch, a nonpartisan Jordan, as well as Boston an
public interest group that fights Bahrain.
government corruption, has filed a developed the site, but denies that
lawsuit seeking Department of Was produced with military
Defense records on Pentagon- funding.
funded programs engaged in
“strategic influence, perception Judicial Watch and the
management, strategic information Department of Defense hav
warfare and/or

Watch filed suit in February, after detailed information about itg
the Pentagon failed to produce relationship with the company an
information about its contracts with the website. The case will soon g
The Rendon Group, a media before a judge. “The governmer
consulting firm. The Pentagon has should not be in the business ¢

The Rendon Group

strategic exchanged pointed legal briefs ove
psychological operations.” Judicial the Pentagon's refusal to releag

G8 2005 Summit in
Edinburgh, Scotland

(Continued from page 4)

place July 8, the last day of the
Summit, the day we heard the
;. totally inadequate news, concerning
the global warming agenda. The
H top eight world leaders announced
that an open dialog between the G8
and emerging countries on climate
change will take place, with the first
meeting in London in November,
e but no targets for cutting carbon
emissions were set.

On the topic of transportation,
smaller, gas-efficient cars are the
norm, and | do not recall seeing any
pick-ups or SUVs during our stay in
" Edinburgh. Our last day we took a
| smooth, modern train ride to
N Dunbar, Scotland. Dunbar is a
Lt short 20-minute ride, just east of
+ Edinburgh. There we visited the
| museum of John Muir, founder of
the Sierra Club, located at his
childhood home, then we walked
L along the lovely John Muir trail, on
g the sunny coast of the North Sea.

The members of G8 are
" France, Germany, United Kingdom,
b United States, Japan, Canada, Italy
and Russia. Next year, the host
g country will be Russia.

N

Df

|

—

it

trying to manipulate opinion for the

Page 6
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Profiles icn Peacemalking

Voices of Experience: From Julia Ward Howe to Miltary Families Speak Out

Ruth Anne Young

. while the war was still in
progress, | was visited by a sudden
feeling of the cruel and unnecessary
character of the contest. It seemed
to me a return to barbarism, the
issue having been one which might
easily have been settled without
bloodshed. The question forced
itself upon me, ‘Why do not the
mothers of mankind (sic) interfere
in these matters, to prevent the
waste of that human life of which
they alone bear and know the
cost? | could think of no
better way of expressing my sense
of these than that of sending forth

an appeal to womanhood _

throughout the world . . .” Julia Julia Ward Howe - 1898
Ward Howe in _Reminiscences, . .
1819-1899 to the terrible costs of war: the

death and maiming of soldiers, the
families torn apart, the economies
of whole communities left in ruins.
She went on to work with the
widows and orphans left behind on
both sides of the war. Her ideas
about war took a turn during the
French-Prussian War.
distressed by the needless
“barbarism.” Her reflections above

While these words were written
in the 19" century, the sentiments
seem remarkably similar to those
expressed in the Zlcentury by
many members of Military Families
Speak Out (MFSO).

Julia Ward Howe

As a strong abolitionist, Julia
was committed to the Union cause
during the Civil War. She is
remembered by many as the authol
of the Battle Hymn of the Republic
While raising six children, she and
her husband worked with the U.S.
Sanitary Commission to reform the
poor sanitary conditions in army
camps during the War. This was
especially important as more
soldiers died from disease causec
by those conditions than on the
battlefield. This work exposed her

Mother's Peace Day in 1870 (see
box), calling on mothers across the
globe to join together to bring an
end to war. Even today, her
proclamation is included on the
Gold Star Families for Peace
Website to inspire the family
members of fallen U.S. soldiers in
the Irag War to work for peace.

In an age when women were
generally barred from speaking out
on policy matters, Julia Ward Howe

She became

led her to issue a Proclamation for a

did so anyway. Despite the
disapproval of her husband and
others, she courageously stood up
and spoke out in churches, at civic
events, anywhere she could find
people who would listen, much as
some military mothers and wives
are doing today. This f'ocentury
reformer went on to be a leader in
peace and other social justice
movements, including the women’s
suffrage movement.

From the 18 Century to the 21
Century

Julia Ward Howe was among
the first American women with
direct experience of war to begin a
public effort to end war. Today,
Military Families Speak Out
(MFSO) continues that tradition
with its powerful voice in the
current national debate about the
War in Irag. Its members’ voices
are powerful precisely because they
know first hand the personal
tragedies that come with war.

When reading the stories of
military families on the MFSO
website, one reads not only of the
personal tragedy the war itself has
brought to these families, but also,
unfortunately, of hurtful comments
from some in the peace movement
directed against these struggling
families for their participation in the
military. Engaging in such
accusations does a personal
disservice to fellow activists who
need encouragement. It also does a
disservice to the history of the
peace movement, which owes much

(Continued on page 8)
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Profiles icn Peacemalking

(Continued from page 7) Websites: Richards, Laura E., and Elliott, M.
to former and current leaders whose www.mfso.org H. Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910
convictions for peace have come www.gsfp.org Atlanta, GA: Cherokee Pub. Co.,
from prior experience in or with the  www.wilpf.org 1990 (biography by her daughters)
military. It is precisely the military www.mothersforpeace.org Howe, Julia WardReminiscences,
families who have the most to lose http://womenshistory.about.com/ 1819-1899%Haddonfield, NJ: Ross
in any armed conflict, giving them library/bio/ & Perry, Inc., 2002

the greatest motivation to work blbio_howe_julia_ward_.htm

toward the end of war. (biography of Julia Ward Howe)

The presence of military Books:

families at rallies and marches also
adds significantly to the persuasive
power of efforts to end the war. It's
hard for supporters of the war to
scream at a grieving mother that she
is a “traitor” or that she is not
supporting our troops. The in-your-
face anger from both sides at some
early anti-war rallies rarely helped
persuade. However, truth telling
borne of personal experience that
avoids hyperbole, that focuses on
policy, and that is spoken with
dignity and self-discipline can and
does persuade. Such positive
attributes are seen more and more at
anti-war rallies and marches,
drawing into the cause larger
numbers of citizens with wide
ranging views on the role of the
military.

Today, there are military
families and pacifists and those in
between all working toward the
same goal. Encouraging one
another and building bridges across
what appear to be ideological gulfs
can strengthen and unite us in the
cause of peace. It can help us learn
that we may not be as different
from one another as we once
thought. And it can persuade others
to join the cause.

To learn more about the anti-
war efforts of mothers and families
of those in the military, check out
these resources:
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MOTHER'S PEACE DAY PROCLAMATION
By Julia Ward Howe

Arise, then, women of this day!

Arise all women who have hearts!

Whether your baptism be that of water or of fears!

Say firmly:

"We will not have great questions decided by iwvat# agencies,
Our husbands shall not come to us reeking withaggen

For caresses and applause.

Our sons shall not be taken from us to unlearn

All that we have been able to teach them of chanitgrcy, and
patience.

We women of one country

Will be too tender of those of another country

To allow our sons to be trained to injure theirs."

From the bosom of the devastated earth a voice @m@sth

Our own. It says, "Disarm, Disarm!"

The sword of murder is not the balance of justice!

Blood does not wipe out dishonor,

Nor violence indicate possession.

As men have often forsaken the plow and the anvil

At the summons of war,

Let women now leave all that may be left of home

For a great and earnest day of counsel.

Let them meet first, as women, to bewail and comorate the dead.
Let them then solemnly take counsel with each adlsehe means
Whereby the great human family can live in peace,

And each bearing after her own time the sacredesgmot of Caesar,
But of God —

In the name of womanhood and humanity, | earnestky

That a general congress of women without limit ationality,
May be appointed and held at someplace deemedaoiogenient
And the earliest period consistent with its objects

To promote the alliance of the different nationedt

The amicable settlement of international questions,

The great and general interests of peace.
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Awesome Stuff.” | tested this on

Children’s Books

As holiday time nears, many people
are searching for gifts for children
and grandchildren. Those of you
who have been reading this column
for a while know that my own
preference is to minimize the
amount of “stuff” that we buy as
gifts. 1 do, however, think there are
some products that can have grea
value.

my grandkids, aged 7 to 15. | think
they all read the book! And they all
had their own favorite parts (the
seven year-old girl liked the story

went for the big bang sections). Al

Green Power

In case you missed it in your
Dominion Power bill, the renewable
Specifically | am thinking of books energy alternative program has
that can open a child to the wondersstarted in Virginia and

of the universe. | have three in Richmonders can finally choose
mind. The where their power comes from! If
first two are you are interested in getting offers
written by our ~ from the alternative suppliers fill

own Paul out the form on this pagéttp:/
Fleisher, www.dom.com/customer/vapower/
long-time renewable/contact.jsp

R P E C

member and

volunteer, and

currently

working part
time at RPEC. His two recently
published books are “Evolution”
and “The Big Bang.” They are
aimed at middle school students.

Electric restructuring, also known
"energy choice,” means that yqur
electric service is being "unbundled"|or
separated into its various party -
electricity supply service and electricjty

The third is written by Charlene oS

_.|- -Brotman
; M t|tled

B “Th e distribution service.

i !l K ids’ Only one part of your electric service
: ‘h’t Fon e Book of |is becoming competitive -- yolr
: 1 uﬁ _ electricity supply service. Your
3 e electricity distribution service (the

delivery) will remain regulated and ypu
will still pay Dominion Virginia Powef
to deliver your electricity no matter
who supplies it.

: o A

76

about Rachel Carson — the boys
| Citgo Oil Company and its 14,000

of these books are available locally

Gasoline from Citgo

Alexander Cockburn, in the
10/31/05 issue of The Nation,
brought to my attention the fact that

gas stations and eight oil refineries
(undamaged by Katrina) is a U.S.
refining and marketing firm that is a
wholly owned subsidiary of

Venezuela's state-owned oil
company. Money you pay to Citgo
goes primarily to Venezuela, not
Saudi Arabia or the Middle East. At

the present moment, the
Venezuelan national oil company is
under the control of the

administration of Hugo Chavez,
who seems to have a genuine
concern for the poor in Venezuela.
Not so long ago Chavez said
Venezuela could afford to slash
Citgo's prices by cutting out the
middleman and outlined a plan to
set aside 10 percent of the 800,000
barrels of oil produced by the Citgo
refineries and ship that oil directly
to schools, religious organizations
and nonprofits in poor communities
for distribution. So, while | still
recommend Sunoco as a good
place to fill ‘er up, Citgo is my
new first choice — and there are
dozens of Citgo service stations in
the Richmond area.

62 #7

Don't forget to tell us your new
address and phone number!

or
p'||

Call the office, (804) 232-1002,
e-mail rpec.1@juno.com, and w
update our records.
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) #.2 work on Alternatives to Military
Service. This training refines skills
which engage people in both
; listening to and dialoguing with
18 6 # people who have diverse views.
At the Friday evening session,
Get involved with RYPP, the they will present information on the
coalition of youth and adults that different programs being carried out
promotes nonviolence through on counter recruitment and
performing arts. Join us December alternatives to the military. The
8 at 5:30 at the RPEC office. evening will offer an opportunity to
There, we'll begin planning next explore these programs and desigr
year's activities, including the a plan of action for the Richmond
second annual youth peace summit community.
Everyone is invited. Call 232-1002 On Saturday morning, Scilla
or e-mail rpec.l@juno.com for and Paul will use the ideas

more information. generated on Friday evening for Adria Scharf addresses the
training participants in the use of assembly
L& 1) & listening and dialogue skills. This

training can be helpful in both Hodges, who traveled from his
counter recruitment work and in all home in Tennessee, shared with us
peace work undertaken in the his economic development and
community. justice work in Appalachia and
Families and especially, high encouraged us to continue in our
school age youth are encouraged tc work here in Richmond.

participate in this special event in Later in the evening, at the
the Peace Lecture series. close of the silent auction, Adria
presented the 2005 Peacemaker of

2 the Year award to Congressman

Bobby Scott for his courageous

4

Still haven't seen our office
space at the Berryman Center or
met our new director? Now’s your
chance. Stop by the Berryman
Center (400 W. 32nd St)
Sunday December 11 between 4-6
p.m. for an open house. Share
some snacks and catch up on all

we're doing. | action in refusing to support the war
9+ HAT™ ) s (Continued on page 11)
, 2 6 4 Friday, November 11 was a

2 great day for RPEC! 144 members

and friends of RPEC gathered to
celebrate 25 years of working for
peace at our annual auction and for
" the presentation of the Peace Maker
of the Year Award to Bobby Scott.
Music was provided by the Jim
Bennett Jazz Quartet, creating a
; . : wonderfully relaxed atmosphere.
Amerlpan Friends _Serwge Our new Executive Director,
Committee ~staff trained in aqia Scharf, shared her vision for

hma?votleiag:\r/]éIgpi)zlgg;?ra?r?i(rj\gli?)tr‘cs)r(j:]irnagrh the Center. Before Adria spoke,
i . ) . our first Executive Director, Steve : ;
that is being used extensively in the Bobby Scott de“VﬁrS his award
speec

Friday, January 27, 7 p.m.
Saturday January 28, 9:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

Quaker Meeting House, 4500
Kensington Ave.

Scilla and Paul Wahrhattig,
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(Continued from page 10) hoc committee was formed
in Iraq, and his continued work to finalize the plan.
hold the Administration
accountable to the American public. and activities.
Congressman Scott delivered a

thoughtful and encouraging 1. &

address, interrupted regularly by the 9 #+

applause of those gathered.| > o 9
. 0

Following his acceptance,
Congressman Scott stayed with us
for the entire evening, joining in the he : v _
fun of the live auction. conflict in our city are sobering - in

Karen Murphy returned as our 2004, Richmonders were
enthusiastic, fun, and professional victims of three times more violent
auctioneer for the live auction. The

The statistics on violent

to crimes than the national average.
The day ended As one response, the RPEC recently
with a review of fundraising needs held a workshop

in conflict

resolution training. The goal is to
develop a group of volunteers to go
out into the community and teach
individuals and groups better ways
to work out conflict.

Wendy Northup and Philip
Campbell, who work to improve the
health and well-being of
adolescents in the community,

the transformed the Peace Center into a

(Continued on page 12)

evening raised an estimated $6700| Crime Type |2004 Tota| Violent Crimesin | Violent Crimes
the second largest amount in the Crimes in Richmond per Nationally per
history of the event. Richmond| 100,000 People | 100,000 People
3 & Overall 15,789 8,028.3 3,982.6
Lo Crimes
Violent 2,700 1,372.9 465.5

On Sunday, October 9, the [Crimes
RPEC Board met for a five hour
planning retreat with Executive Murders 93 47.3 5.5
Director, Adria Scharf. There were | Rgpes 101 51.4 32.2
three main components to the i
retreat. First was a review and|Robberies 1,343 682.9 136.7
discussion of the structure of
RPEC. Next, the board examined ﬁggra\lltated 1,163 5914 2911
how to increase membership and Ssaults

involve members in the life of the
organization in a way that is life-
giving. After conducting an

analysis of the forces that help and
restrain our ability to do this, the
group came up with the beginning
of a plan to implement these ideas
and combine them with our five
areas of focus (Richmond Youth
Peace Project, conflict resolution
training, development of a peace
curriculum, fostering racial

dialogue, and presenting
educational programs on issues of
local or global importance). An ad

Wendy gets the group ready for a game in teamwork.
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(Continued from page 11)

Conflict Resolution Training
workshop on Oct. 29 for a diverse
group of 10. The participants
ranged from a veterinarian, to a
member of DrumsNo Guns, to a
religious studies major at VCU. For
six hours, Wendy and Phil led the
group with handouts, exercises,
brainstorming and small breakout

group sessions. Following are some

examples of the kind of information
that was taught in the workshop and
that you will learn if you take
Conflict Resolution training the
next time around:

Different kinds of conflict and
ways of responding

How to handle another’s anger
and your own

Your own problem-solving
style in a group setting,

What works and what doesn’t
work in resolving conflicts

How to listen actively in
resolving conflicts and defusing
anger

Consider participating in the
upcoming Conflict Resolution
Training workshop. Not only is it
good information for anyone, it's a
great way to get to know your
fellow RPEC members, while
learning how to help others resolve
conflicts. Plus, it's actually fun.
Look for another workshop coming
your way the weekend of January
14-15, 2006.

Page 12

register, go to www.Benevolink.

%1 %%, 91&- com. It takes 5-10 minutes to fill
"199&.1,. out the requested
. 9. information. Once you have
registered, designate the Richmond
0 4 Peace Education Center as the

recipient of part or all of your
contributions. Benevolink requires
you to designate recipients four
times a year. They will send you
one email reminder per quarter,
asking you to make your choice of
charitable organizations. If you
need help registering, please call
the office, and someone will be able
to help you. Remember, your gifts
don't begin until you register, so
sign up right away!

Do you have a used vehicle
you'd like to get rid of, but it just
doesn't seem worth trading in on
new wheels? You can now donate
your old car, boat, snowmobile or
other vehicle to the Peace
Center. Vehicles for Charity will
let you donate the vehicle, and get
credit for a charitable contribution
on your taxes. They'l take care of

all the details, including

towing. Just go to
Vehiclesforcharity.org and fill out &-1%,9.:
the online donation form. Or call 01- 9..

them at 1-800-833-3006 or 1-866-

628-2277. Again, if you need help, The following programs need
call the office and we'll walk you volunteers:

through the process. And don't

forget our recycling program. You Richmond Youth Peace

can recycle used printer cartridges, project:

toner cartridges and cell phones contact: Ram Baghat at

from home or the office. The Peace rphagat@richmond.k12.va.us
Center receives a small but growing cgnflict Resolution:

monthly' in(_:ome from this project, contact Wendy Northup at

222tevgfod.ol:ﬁemto expand. Call the WendyNorthup@direcway.com
J ' Public Forums on Issues

" related to the War:

contact Adria Scharf at

scharf@dollarsandsense.org

Help staffing tables at public

events for RPEC:

contact Adria Scharf at
scharf@dollarsandsense.org

")y 2
Have you signed up for
Benevolink yet? The Ukrops
Golden Gift program, which has
provided funding for the Peace
Center for a number of years, has ) .
changed. You can now contribute !N-Kind Donations:
year-round, but contributions are DOn't throw that camera away!

routed through the Benevolink web RPEC is in need of: digital camera,
site. However, you must register Video camera, dvd/ver player &

before your contributions begin. To télevision
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G/ery Sunday Food Not Bombs Richmond -Meal Sharing, 4:00 P.M. in Monroe Park. Hotline # 359-
4880 for details
Every 3rd Wed. Amnesty International,  University of Richmond campus. Contact Ray Hilliard at 289-8289
Every 3rd Friday Sufi Dancing: Dances of U niversal Peace, 7:30-9:30 PM except Oct. Round House, Byrd
Park. 353-4901
Every Thursday Richmond Organization for ~ Sexual Minority Youth (ROSMY), 7:00-9:00 PM. Call support

Every Friday

line: 353-2077 for more information; 353-1699 for the administrative line.

Every 3rd Saturday  Equality Virginia, 12:00 noon at the office. A political advocacy group working towards

equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens of Virginia. Open to the
public. Contact number is 643-4816.

Every 4th Saturday = Pax Christi Peace Community - Call Paula Powdermaker for details - 355-7395
Every 3rd Sunday The Richmond, Virginia Budd  hist Peace Fellowship - holds a meditation vigil for peace

in Monroe Park at 1:00 PM.

Every 2nd Saturday = Walk for Peace - 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM. Meet at the Boulevard entrance of the Virginia Mu-

seum. Wear black.
Protest the War on Ira g - Noon til 1:00 PM at 10th and Main Streets.

Every 3rd Thursday = Richmond Chapter VADP -  7:00 PM at St. Marks Episcopal Church.

Every Sunday Ginter Park Presbyterian  Church peace forum - “What the Bible Says About Peace” -
9:30 AM
16 .0.9
{ec. 1 Planning Meeting for city-wide  forums on the impact of the "war on terror" and th e occupation

of Iraq - 6 PM at RPEC Office, 400 W. 32nd Street. If interested in joining this planning group,
please call the RPEC office at 232-1002.

Dec. 3 Defenders 2nd Annual Fighting  Fund & Community Awards Dinner - Saturday, 6-9 PM at As
bury United Methodist Church, 324 N. 29th St. in Church Hill. Featured speaker Saladin Muhammad,
Chair of Black Workers for Justice, Raleigh NC and live music. Dinner tickets $10, low-income tickets
$5. Sponsor tickets $25 - will get your name in the Dinner Program. Please ask about other contribu
tion and volunteer opportunities - Call (804) 644-5834 for details and to purchase tickets.

Dec. 8 Richmond Youth Peace Project (RYPP) Planning Meetin g - 5:30 PM at RPEC Office, 400 W.
32nd Street. If interested in joining this planning group, please call the RPEC office at 232-1002.

Jan. 14-15 Conflict Resolution Training for ~ Trainers. To register or for more information, call the RPEC
office at 232-1002 or email rpec.1@juno.com.

Jan. 27-28 Two Day Workshop Alternativesto  Military Service - 7 PM. Friday, 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Dec. 4
Dec. 11

Dec. 18
Jan. 8

@. 15

Aubry Brown Peace Forums - Ginter Park Presbyterian Church - All at 9:30 AM:

Saturday - At Quaker Meeting House - 4500 Kensington Ave.

The Continuing Call for Women's Equality -  Dr. Isabel Wood Rogers, Professor Emerita of Ap
plied Christianity,Union-PSCE

The Continuing Call for Church Unity: Peace, Unity  , and Purity - Dr. Milton J. Coalter, Librarian
& Professor of Bibliography, Union-PSCE, and Member of Task Force on Peace, Unity, & Purity
The Continuing Call for Civil R ights

Preview of Virginia General A ssembly Session - Douglas Smith, Executive Director, Virginia
Interfaith Center for PublicPolicy

The Bible and Politics - TBA
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Jack Payden-Travers

The election results are in at least penalty and why we need to end it. By
as | write for the Governor's race. Tim the time you read this the 1000

Virginia executed the innocent?
In October 2006, VADP s

Kaine’s election is a historic moment in execution since the resumption of state hosting the Virginia Journey of Hope.

Southern politics. What the political killing in 1977 will have taken place. It
scientists said couldn’t happen, appears that such a dubious “honor”
occurred: a candidate was elected wha will fall to Virginia with the execution
is not only morally opposed to the of Robin Lovitt or North Carolina if
death penalty but refused to change his Gov. Warner has granted clemency in
stance to be elected! Mr. Lovitt's case due to issues of
As expected candidate Kilgore possible innocence and the illegal
threw out his death penalty trump card destruction by Virginia of the evidence.
during the race expecting to win the We need to make certain that we
game. But his opponent held the real never see the 1,50execution. Each
trump card: faith based opposition to 500 executions costs at least
capital punishment consistent with his $1,000,000,000.00. What could we do
religious beliefs as a Roman Catholic. to prevent crime if the billions wasted
Something Kaine wouldn’t change on executions were put into our
even to win the election. It turned out communities for mental health, drug
to be the winning hand as Kilgore’'s rehabilitation, education, and
death penalty enhancement platform restorative justice programs? It is time
and his victim ads were viewed by for Virginians to tell our legislators we
voters as too negative. have had enough killing. We want Gov.

We will need your help to host the
Journey in your community. This year
the Texas Journey spoke at over 165
venues to thousands of individuals.
Over the course of 17 days 50 of us:
murder victim's family members,
exonerees from death rows, family
members of the executed, and social
activists like Sr. Helen Prejean,
traveled across the Lone Star State with
a message of hope. We will be coming
to the Richmond area and need
volunteers now to serve on the VA
Journey of Hope committee. The tasks
include arranging speaking
opportunities in places of worship,
schools, civic clubs, public forums;
finding hosts for meals; figuring out
transportation; locating lodging. Please

VADP see the election results as a Warner to order the testing in the case contact the VADP office if you wish to

four-year window of opportunity to of Roger Keith Coleman. It is time for
educate Virginians about the death Virginia to let the truth be known. Has

Richmond Peace
Education Center

400 W. 32nd Street, Richmond, VA 23225

volunteer with the Virginia Journey.
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