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2005 marks the 25th anniversary of the Richmond Peace Education Center, an
auspicious occasion, given the state of peace in the world today. Throughout the
Center’s history, board members, staff, trained facilitators, volunteers, friends, and
supporters alike have labored long and hard to educate and to advocate for peace
with justice in the greater Richmond area, nationally, and worldwide. Yet, we
realize our work is far from being done.

As we continue to strive for more peaceful communities in metro Richmond,
our way of acting locally while thinking globally, RPEC is moving into this new
year with several bold initiatives. One of these is the Peace Pole Project, a program
that shares part of its goal with the title of this article – 25 In ’05. Under this
program, the Peace Center will endeavor to partner with 25 faith communities and
other organizations throughout Richmond to erect peace poles (four sided posts
inscribed with the prayer “Let peace prevail on earth” in different languages on
each of its faces) on their properties. RPEC volunteers will be available to work
with each participating community to help design, plant, and consecrate their pole.
Communities will then be asked to make a financial contribution to the Center and

(Continued on page 3)
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Ken Willis, RPEC Executive Director
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The opinions and announce-
ments in rpecNEWS are those
of the individual writers and
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RPEC.

rpecNEWS is published 6
times per year and has a circu-
lation of approximately 1,200.

     In addition to coordinating activities and managing the day-to-day affairs of the
Peace Center, RPEC’s Executive Director, Ken Willis, has been busy building ties
with other local organizations and expanding the Center’s base of support and
sphere of influence in the greater Richmond area. This past June, Ken was elected
Chair of the Richmond Human Relations Commission and also joined the Board
of the Interfaith Council of Greater Richmond (ICGR). In November he com-
pleted an 8-week Faith Leaders Police Academy with the Richmond Police Dept.
and was also called to pastor a small interdenominational worship group that
meets in western Henrico. He continues to serve on the board of  Interfaith
Services of Henrico (ISH).

     More recently, Ken completed the requirements for the certificate program in
Nonprofit Management at VCU and gave a presentation on Diversity Apprecia-
tion at the December meeting of ICGR. He will be a featured speaker at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church on Sunday, February 27, as part of the church’s Adult Christian

Executive Director Updates
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to host either an RPEC speaker or a
peace-related activity, such as a
conflict resolution workshop. The
project is seen as a way to build a
peace consciousness in individual
communities as well as a spirit of
inter-connectedness among local
bodies dedicated to actively advanc-
ing the ideals of peace with justice
for all.

Activities for 2005 will also
center around increasing the num-
ber of training events offered by the
Center, as an essential component to
RPEC’s goal of educating the pub-
lic with regards to the causes of, and
methods of dealing with, conflict.
To this end, a 10-week cycle of CR
training will be launched on Feb. 23
in the Fairfield Court Boys & Girls
Club. RPEC facilitators will con-
duct the training one day a week
from 5:30 –7:00 PM, a crucial time
for young school-aged children.
Part of the intention for this training
is to develop a model that can be
replicated in other Boys & Girls
Clubs throughout the central Vir-
ginia region, thereby expanding the
Center’s sphere of influence. Thus,
in order to build a larger pool of
trained facilitators for future work-
shop needs, Basic CR and Facilita-
tors’ trainings for adults will also be
scheduled during the year.

The most ambitious and, per-
haps, most crucial component of
RPEC’s focus for 2005, however, is
the Richmond Youth Peace Project
(RYPP), an ongoing attempt to ad-
dress the issue of youth violence in
Richmond and surrounding locali-
ties. Under the general RYPP um-
brella, a series of activities and

(Continued from page 1) events (some of which took place in
2004) are already tentatively sched-
uled as far into the future as January
2006. One of these, the Summit on
Youth Violence, will take place on
Friday & Saturday, February 25 &
26. The summit will have two major
tracks. On Friday, Lonnie Athens, a
widely recognized Criminal Justice
Professor at Seton Hall University
in New Jeresy and the subject of
Richard Rhodes’s 1999 Pulitzer
Prize winning book, Why They Kill                         ,
will deliver a keynote address dur-
ing a morning plenary session
aimed at attracting members of the
local law enforcement, criminal jus-
tice, social services, educational,
governmental, corporate, and faith
communities. That evening, a
“Town Hall” meeting to discuss the
many issues of youth violence will
be held to give parents/caregivers
and youths a chance to raise their
concerns about the subject, to en-
gage in constructive dialogue with
many of those who attended the
morning session, and to offer possi-
ble solutions. (The location for this
part of the summit was not con-
firmed as rpecNEWS went to press,
but will be announced in the local
media prior to the event.)

The Saturday portion of the
summit will take place at RPEC’s
new location, the Berryman Center,
400 West 32nd St., and will consist
of seminars, workshops, and break-
out sessions designed and led by a
Student Advisory Group under the
direction of Ram Bhagat, RPEC
board member, teacher, and Direc-
tor of the group Drums No Guns.
Major goals of the summit are to
encourage youth to seek out alterna-

tives to violence, such activities as
artistic expression through shared
music-making, yoga, or other art
forms, to move toward accepting
one another despite perceived dif-
ferences, and to recruit 100 area
youth to undergo extensive CR
training and thus serve as peer role
models in their own local communi-
ties.

Finally, there are the yearly
events aimed at promoting RPEC
itself and generating funds for its
operating expenses. John Mc-

Cutcheon has once again been re-
tained for this year’s late-spring,
early-summer concert, now set for
June 4. And, the 2005 Annual Auc-
tion promises to be bigger and bet-

ter than ever.
Since the auc-
tion was sepa-
rated from the
Annual Busi-
ness Meeting
in 2004, that
event is now
being planned

as well. Check your newsletters
throughout the year and don’t miss
any of these important dates. The
work of the Richmond Peace Edu-
cation Center and its success de-
pends, as it has for the past 25 years,
on your continued support.

In Peace, Ken
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Attorney General Jerry Kilgore has
announced his legislative package
which includes a Death Penalty
Enhancement Act. It appears to be
patroned by Delegates Albo, Bell,
and McDonnell, all of whom serve
on the House Courts of Justice com-
mittee. What is known is that
“enhancement” translates to more
chances for the state to obtain a
death sentence as opposed to life
without parole. It will also increase
the scope of who is eligible for a
death sentence by doing away with
Virginia’s “triggerman” rule and al-
lowing the state to appeal a judge’s
ruling that the “speedy trial rule”
has been violated.

Delegate Albo has filed House Bill
HB 1800 Capital murder by
members of criminal gangs;
penalty which would add gang mur-
der to crimes included under Vir-
ginia’s capital punishment statute.

VADP as an organization commit-
ted to abolishing capital punishment
in the Commonwealth of Virginia
will oppose these and other bills
which “enhance” the state’s ability
to kill prisoners.

The General Assembly which con-
vened on Jan. 12th will continue
through Feb 26th with April 6th set
for the Reconvened Session to con-
sider all legislation amended or ve-
toed by the Governor.

VADP has joined with 35 organiza-
tions to form the Virginia Alliance
to End the Juvenile Death Penalty,

How can Virginia “enhance” the death penalty?
Follow the death penalty debate in the 2005 General Assembly to find out!

Jack Payden-Travers

which sponsored Juvenile Death
Penalty Awareness Day at the State
Capital on Jan. 17th, Martin Luther
King Day. The coalition of groups
represents a cross-section of Vir-
ginians, coming from various politi-
cal and religious orientations united
in their opposition to the execution
of those who commit murder while
under the age of 18.

Del. Vincent Callahan, a VADP Ad-
visory Board member, and Sen. Pa-
tricia Ticer have both patroned Ju-
venile Death Penalty Bill in the

House of Delegates and the Senate
respectively to raise the age in Vir-
ginia for capital murder from 16 to
18 years of age. Numerous legisla-
tors from both sides of the aisle
have agreed to co-patron these bills.
As with all the legislation which
VADP endorses, we encourage you
to contact your legislators and ask
them to support this legislation by
co-patroning and/or pledging to
vote for it in committee and on the
floor.

Things are moving very rapidly in
the General Assembly this session
and by the time you read this a good
portion of the legislation which
VADP endorses will have been
tabled in committee. That always
happens. But that should not deter
you or me from standing up and
speaking truth to power. You can do
this by phoning or emailing your
legislators after you check out all
the bills: Moratorium on Execu-
tions, Freedom of Restoration,
Abolishing the Death Penalty, Post-
conviction Relief, Human Biologi-
cal Evidence, and the Juvenile
Death Penalty (www.VADP.org                            ).
Tell them how you feel about exe-
cutions by the state and ask them
where they stand. Begin a dialogue
and continue to contact them all
year round. You will be building a
relationship and helping to educate
your elected officials. This is part of
the reason why VADP has been
referred to as the “conscience of the
General Assembly.”

Virginians for Alternatives to the
Death Penalty
P. O. Box 4804

Charlottesville, VA   22905
Phone (434) 960-7779 or

(888) 567-8237
mail@vadp.org
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End the Death Penalty in Vir-
ginia.
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June 6, 2003
They tell us the war is over, but

how can a war be "over" that has
been on-going for the past 13 years,
with the United States now an occu-
pying power, and people on both
sides still dying?  Not only that, but
the United States government is
threatening to invade Iran.

Terrorism is defined as "the
systematic use of intense
fear". Peter Ustinov said, "terrorism
is the war of the poor, and, war is
terrorism of the rich". So, isn't the
death of close to two million Iraqis
from 1990 until this very day, an act
of unspeakable terrorism and war
both, for surely everyone, before
they died, was "intensely afraid"?

Let's count the fearful dead if
we can. 5,000 children under the
age of five have been dying every
month since 1990 of malnutrition
and diseases caused by contami-
nated water when the United States,
using the U.N., established what is
mistakenly called "sanctions", but
was in truth a military blockade,
and, according to international law,
an act of war. They are dying still
today, the recent bombing having
once again destroyed Iraq's water
purification systems, so the total
number can be an educated guess. I
will say a half million babies are
dead or dying.

We can't count the civilian
deaths or what is known as
"collateral damage" for we are not
told the numbers. I read that, during
the recent intensification of the war,
5-10 thousand might have died.  To
that number you will have to add the
collateral damage from the first
Gulf War, which is probably about

Terrorism is the war of the poor, and, war is terrorism of the rich
Jane Newton

the same. How about 10-20 thou-
sand for civilians?

As for the Iraqi military, who,
in the first Gulf war were either
boys, or men who managed to sur-
vive the U.S. promoted war against
Iran, only to die in a variety of
ways, including a "turkey shoot" by
U.S. pilots when they were trudging
home, or buried alive in their
trenches by giant U.S. bulldozers if
they didn't give up, we can only
guess the numbers.  Add to that the
soldiers who died this time, surely
mostly equipped and disturbed boys
who managed to not be among the
half-million children who died be-
fore they were five years old, (the
cost of which our Madeline Al-
bright said was worth it), the num-
ber becomes unthinkable.

There are other deaths to count
if we could. All those from the
bombing in between 1992 and 2003
over U.S. and British organized "no-
fly" zones; those from the unex-
ploded bombs, including cluster
bombs, that are littered across the
countryside; and, perhaps worst of
all, those from left-behind depleted
uranium (DU) which, because it
could penetrate tanks and other pre-
viously impenetrable objects, was
used by the U.S. in everything from
missiles to machine guns and then
left behind in the ground to kill
people for years to come. Those af-
fected by DU in Iraq are uncount-
able, for the sick and the deformed
are still dying. All I can do is tell
you that 250,000 U.S. men and
women who were there in 1991 are
now sick, and uranium 236 has been
discovered in 8,000 autopsies.

Finally, I will mention the Shi-

ites and the Kurds that, in 1991,
were encouraged by the first Mr.
Bush to rise up against Saddam
Hussein and when they did, were
abandoned by the United States.  It
is likely that they are the thousands
that occupy the mass graves that are
being uncovered which such fanfare
today.

And now Iraqi hospitals can't
take care of the sick and the dying,
so the numbers are still growing...

Whatever the final tally is, the
United States is surely responsible
for the deaths of over a million
people in one small defenseless
country, Iraq, the people of which
never raised a hand against us.  And
every person who was killed by the
"terrorism of the rich" has at least
one or two people who, using the
"terrorism of the poor", are justified
in seeking revenge, thus possibly
making our children and grandchil-
dren their victims.

The war is not over; Iran is
next on Washington’s list and ter-
rorism of all kinds lurks in the
wings, waiting to go
onstage. Therefore, since the world
grows  more dangerous daily, the
peace movement, instead of the giv-
ing up, must grow ever
stronger. Sadly, war, in one form or
another will never be over in the
Middle East, (or in places like
Afghanistan and Colombia), until
U.S. corporations stop seeking to
control the profits from, and the
flow of, the world's supply of oil.

Southern Vermont Veterans                                                   
for Peace Chapter 88                                  



Page 6

��	�"	��

NGO Bill Update – Christmas 2004
Scott A. Morgan

                               On the 9th of December 2004 the Parliament of Zimbabwe took a giant step towards creating a
xenophobic society by passing the NGO (Non-Governmental Organizations) Bill. The legislation which is consid-
ered by the ruling Zimbabwe African National Union-Patriotic Front as an essential element to its success in the up-
coming March mid-term elections has been seen by pundits as one of the most repressive pieces of legislation since
the regime of Ian Smith.

                               The stated purpose of the bill is to repeal the PVO (Private Voluntary Organizations) Act a
holdover from the Smith regime. However there are some ulterior motives from this new act. First it prevents those
organizations currently in Zimbabwe from receiving Foreign Funds and prevents foreign organizations (i.e. Amnesty
International) from registering if one of their issues is the defense of Human Rights. Furthermore a local organization
must consist exclusively of permanent residents or citizens of Zimbabwe who are domiciled there. Under this term
any single foreigner or a Zimbabwean living outside the country makes the organization foreign.

                              According to reports from those Independent Media Outlets still in operation 15 NGOs will be
forced to close immediately upon the signature of the President. Also those NGOs that will remain open under this
bill will receive a 6 -month reprieve to streamline their operations to conform to the legislation. One NGO which was
a Christian Group assisting with feeding students on behalf of the World Food Program lost its papers to work there
and 90,000 children lost their source of lunches.

                            This does not mean, however,  that the struggle is over for Zimbabwe . There has been great con-
cern about Zimbabwe by its African peers. Several Civic Society Groups have been actively campaigning against this
legislation and Zimbabwe was the topic of a heated discussion in front of the African Commission on Human and
Peoples Rights. One of the requested actions is to have the United Nations send a Special Rapporteur to assess the
situation. Also, the alliance that currently rules South Africa is holding discussions over this crucial topic and
Canada may increase its role in the situation. Human Rights Activists in Canada are asking the new Prime Minister,
Paul Martin, to send a special envoy.

                           Whatever happens Human Rights must be an integral part of the society in Zimbabwe. They must be
defended and respected. However, this law must be overturned whether by amendments by Parliament or thrown out
by the courts for what it seeks to do to the suffering people in Zimbabwe. If this monster is signed into law by Presi-
dent Mugabe who knows what type of hell Zimbabwe will morph into.
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In December, millions of peo-
ple went into the streets of
Ukrainian cities such as Kiev,
Kharkov, and Lviv, flourishing or-
ange banners in what came to be
known as the Orange Revolution.
They were demonstrating without

violence against an election result
condemned by international ob-
servers as stolen by the government
candidate, Prime Minister Viktor
Yanokovich. Thousands of orange
clad demonstrators camped out in
front of the parliament building day
after day despite sometimes-brutal
winter weather.

Eventually, Viktor
Yushchenko, the opposition candi-
date, was declared the winner by the

 Tax Resistance Now
Dave Depp

Every moment of every day our
country has seventeen nuclear-
powered ballistic submarines carry-
ing 384 ballistic missiles with 2,880
nuclear warheads. We are all paying
for this! At every moment our coun-
try has 500 nuclear missiles ready to
be launched located in underground
facilities in Wyoming, Montana and
North Dakota. We are all paying for
this! Our government has more than
a hundred nuclear weapons de-
ployed by the Air Force in countries
such as Germany, Britain and
Turkey. We are all paying for this!
Our country has thousands of troops
in Korea, Europe and elsewhere,
while assisting the armed forces of
110 countries around the world. We
are all paying for this!

Henry David Thoreau said, “If a
thousand men (and women) were
not to pay their tax-bills this year,
that would not be a violent and
bloody measure, as it would be to
pay them, and enable the state to
commit violence and shed innocent
blood.” Thoreau was responding to
mid-nineteenth century conditions
involving America’s imperialistic
war with Mexico.  Now it’s time for
us to respond to conditions in our
century. Refuse to pay the federal
tax on your telephone bill and
refuse to pay some portion of your
income tax, even just one dollar.
Then enclose a letter to the I.R.S.
explaining your conscientious re-
fusal, and send copies of your letter
to your Congress people and Presi-
dent.

For more information about tax re-
sistance telephone Dave Depp
{227-3691}.

Ukrainian Supreme Court. The
Ukrainian people nonviolently de-
fied the authority of a government
they considered illegitimate. They
exercised Mahatma Gandhi’s nonvi-
olent way of overcoming injustice,
Satyagraha or “soul force”. Gandhi
said that evil, or injustice exists
only insofar as we support them.
The Ukrainian people, like so many
people before them throughout the
20th century, chose to nonviolently
withdraw their cooperation with a
corrupt and discredited government.

Now we can add the Ukrainian
Orange Revolt to other 20th century
nonviolent revolutions such as in
South Africa, India, Poland,
Czechoslovakia, Chile, and in the
United States to gain equal rights
for blacks under the leadership of
Martin Luther King. We all need to
spread the understanding that Satya-
graha is the right way, the necessary
way, for humanity to move forward
toward greater political, economic
and social justice worldwide.

Nonviolence Works Again
Dave Depp

RPEC Member Offers
Class

     Long-time RPEC member,
teacher, and author, Paul Fleisher,
will teach a class entitled “Writing
and Publishing Children’s Books”
at the Hand Workshop Art Center,
1812 W. Main St., Richmond, be-
ginning on April 11. Tuition for the
class is $125 ($110 for HWS mem-
bers). For info. and registration call
the HWS: 804.353.0094.

   A society no longer bent on con-

quering the earth, no longer bent

on having the largest trade bal-

ances and the largest guns and

tanks, could bring about more time

for contemplation, for creativity,

for affirmation of others and of

one’s self for which there is no time

in the here and now.

Petra Kelly



Page 8

��	�"	��

In the May 4, 2004 issue of
Grist Magazine, P.W. McRandle
provides an excellent evaluation of
the widespread use of bottled water.
U.S. consumption of bottled water
has increased from 6 liters per per-
son annually in 1976 to 35 liters in
1999. Indeed, as hurricane Frances
approached Virginia last week, I
went out and bought a gallon to put
in my refrigerator. It was not a well
thought out purchase.

Many people buy bottled water
because they think it is safer than
tap water. But is it? According to
the City of Richmond 2003 Annual
Water Quality Report, city drinking
water met or exceeded all EPA stan-
dards (see: www.richmondgov.com/                                        
department/public_uti l i tes/                                                    wa-       
ter.asp)            . Henrico County has pur-
chased all of its drinking water from
the City of Richmond. Water sup-
plied from Chesterfield County’s
water treatment plant also met or
exceeded all EPA standards
(www.co.chesterfield.va.us/Com-
munityDevelopment/Utilities/wa-
terquality03.pdf). One concern
would be lead leached from home
piping in older homes.

There are essentially three
kinds of bottled water: natural min-
eral water, spring water, and puri-
fied water. Under the European
Union's definition, natural mineral
water is "microbiologically whole-
some water, originating in an under-
ground water table or deposit and
emerging from a spring tapped at
one or more natural or bore exits."
The sources of these waters are pro-
tected from pollution, but since the

Consumers Corner
Bottled Water

John Gallini

water is not disinfected, it can con-
tain microflora. Spring water is
similar to mineral water, but needn't
have a constant mineral composi-
tion and is usually cheaper. Puri-
fied water is taken from lakes,
rivers, or underground springs and
treated, all of which makes it almost
identical to tap water.

A four-year study of bottled
water in the U.S. conducted by
NRDC found that one-fifth of the
103 waters tested contained syn-
thetic organic chemicals such as the
neurotoxins toluene and xylene and
the possible carcinogen and neuro-
toxin styrene. Though NRDC re-
ported that most bottled waters
tested were of good quality, one-
third of the products were found to
violate an enforceable state standard
or exceed microbiological purity
guidelines, or both, in at least one
sample. Sometimes bottled water is

tap water, in spite of the springs,
mountains, and other bucolic scenes
depicted on labels, as NRDC and
Consumer Reports have found. The
Aquafina brand, for example, is
drawn from the municipal water
supplies of Detroit, Fresno, and
other cities.

Despite popular mispercep-
tions, bottled water is not regulated
as strictly as tap water. In fact, un-
like tap water, regulations allow
bottled water to contain some con-
tamination by E. coli or fecal col-
iform and don't require disinfection
for cryptosporidium or giardia.
And, as Consumer Reports tests dis-
covered in August 2000, unhealthy
chemicals can migrate from plastic
bottles into the water.

If you do have reason for con-
cern about your tap water, McRan-
dle suggests that you might want to
consider purchasing a water filter
rather than buying all those bottles
and contributing to mountains of
plastic waste. You can install a
faucet-mounted filter for less than
$100, and the annual cost of filters
can also be less that $100. The full
article describes a dozen water pu-
rification systems and can be found
at: www.gristmagazine.com/posses-
s i o n s / p o s s e s -
sions050404.asp?source=daily

And if you went out and
bought a gallon or so of bottled
water in preparation for Frances (or
Ivan, or…), save the bottle so you
can fill it from the tap for the next
emergency.
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Speak Out:  No New Nukes!
We Need a Real Energy Policy

National Rally against the first new license for a nuclear power
plant since Three Mile Island

North Anna Nuclear Licensing Hearing: February 17, 2005; Mineral, Virginia

Chernobyl Disaster: April 25, 1986; Ukraine, USSR
Three Mile Island Meltdown: March 28, 1979, Middletown, PA

WHO: The People's Alliance for Clean Energy, Public Citizen, and Sierra Club

WHAT: National Rally Against Nuclear Power immediately preceding a Nuclear Regulatory Commission hearing on 
a site permit for 2 new nuclear reactors at existing North Anna nuclear power plant in central Virginia

WHEN: Rally, 6 PM, Thursday, February 17, 2005; NRC public meeting at 7 PM

WHERE: Louisa County Middle School, 1009 Davis Highway, Mineral, Virginia 23117

WHY: Flirting with Disaster:  U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission is Ready for action after streamlining the
nuclear power plant licensing process to exclude public participation, reactor safety, and radioactive waste 
disposal

Informal carpool will leave Richmond at 5:00 p.m.  Meet/park in the Office Max lot, next to the wall, close to Broad
Street.  Address:  Office Max, 6301 W. Broad Street, Richmond 23226.  This spot is also very close to exit 183, off I
64. Call Tyla Matteson at 804-275-6476 or call 434-409-6392 or email: peoplesalliance@yahoo.com for information.
If you are going and you can share a ride or need a ride, meet at the Office Max parking lot at 4:45 p.m.

Directions from Richmond:  Take I 64 West to Route 522 exit.  Take Route 522 to Mineral.  Turn left on Routes
208/22 toward Louisa.  The High School/ Middle School/Library complex will be on the left approx. 2-3 miles from
Mineral

Background: Over the first four years of the Bush Administration, generous federal subsidies tempted Dominion
to test a new streamlined permitting process for new nuclear power plants.  Now the U.S. Nuclear Reglatory Com-
mission (NRC) is ready to begin issuing permits for new power plants as Congress cosiders major new subsidizes for
the nuclear industry that include limiting the liability of new plant operators in the event of a massive nuclear acci-
dent.

We need you to come to our rally and the NRC's public meeting on this first site permit for a nuclear power plant in
the US since the Three Mile Island meltdown.
We need you to help us send a resounding "NO" to NRC Chair Nils J. Diaz and to Thomas Capps, CEO of Dominion
Resources. Dominion is the Virginia utility first in line for a license for a nuclear power plant site permit.

For more information, contact:
Abhaya Thiele, People's Alliance for Clean Energy, abhayathiele@yahoo.com   434-971-1647
Glen Besa, Sierra Club, 804-565-4950  glen.besa@sierraclub.org
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Programs Committee

Update:

The Programs Committee met December 16, January 13, and January
27. Our major focus has been organizing the Richmond Youth Peace Project
(RYPP) Youth Summit for February 25 & 26. We have several new projects
on the horizon such as a war tax resistance program, another Peace Week-
end commemorating the 2nd anniversary of the conflict in Iraq, and erecting
25 peace poles around the Richmond area in the next year.  Of course we
continue work with our Conflict Resolution Program, Interracial/Inter-
religious Dialogues, and Peace Essay Contest. We meet monthly.  Please
contact Christopher Patterson at slough@waste.org or (804) 303-2204 if you
are interested in getting involved with this committee or have any questions
or suggestions.

Newsletter Committee

The Newsletter Committee meets at the Berryman Center during the day to
plan each issue. The deadline for the March-April issue will be around
3/18/05 and the meeting to plan it will be Thursday, 2/24/05 at 2 P.M. If you
have something you would like to see included in coming issues, let us know.
Contact John Gallini (gallinjb@aol.com)                                with questions or suggestions or if
you would like to be included on the calendar items e-mail list. We have a
volunteer to help upgrade the RPEC Webster, and we plan to be working on
that during the coming months.

Fundraising Committee

As is reported elsewhere in this N/L, 2004 was a great financial success. In
the months ahead, we plan to examine our process of fundraising from our
individual members and from our church supporters. Our next major
fundraising event will be our Spring Concert. If you would like to work with
this committee, contact Paul Fleisher (795-5326), pfleishe@infi.net                            

Membership Committee

The membership committee will be holding a meeting to discuss the annual
dues letter and membership card.  All interested person can e-mail or call
Mim. 804-353-0217 mimscalin@peoplepc.com                                              for information on when &
where, so they may attend the meeting.

Committee Reports
2004 Financial Report                                       

John Gallini

A year ago we had to write an un-
characteristic plea for financial
help, as our bank accounts fell be-
low a level of one month’s operat-
ing budget. The challenge was both
a cash flow problem (not having the
cash to pay bills and salaries) and a
budget problem (if we continued at
the 2003 level of income and ex-
pense, we would be out of funds at
the end of the year).

Well, we are still here. You, our
members, responded immediately
and generously, and we survived the
summer low point with funds to
spare. Additionally, our Board
adopted an austerity budget that led
to holding our expenses below those
of the previous year in spite of the
significant additional expense asso-
ciated with our move to a new loca-
tion. Now, as we see the results
from the entire year, we can say that
we have recovered to a reasonably
comfortable (for us) place. We have
in the bank funds equivalent to
about three months operating bud-
get.

Our total income increased from
$44,200 to $58,500, while our ex-
penses dropped from $52,700 to
$52,100. The two categories of in-
come that increased the most were
individual donors (+$4,500) and
fundraising events (+$6,400), and
those were primarily increases in
proceeds from the Annual Dinner/
Auction and the Spring Concert.

So all of our financial success this
past year is the direct result of your
generosity. Thank you!
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Every Sunday         Food Not Bombs, Richmond <Meal  Sharing, 4:00 P.M. in Monroe Park. Hotline # 359-   
  4880 for details

Every 3rd Wed. Amnesty International, �University of Richmond campus. Contact Ray Hilliard at 289-8289
Every 3rd Friday Sufi Dancing: Dances of Universal P eace, 7:30-9:30 PM except Oct. Round House, Byrd 

Park. 353-4901
Every Thursday Richmond Organization for Sexual Mino rity Youth (ROSMY), 7:00-9:00 PM. Call support 

line: 353-2077 for more information; 353-1699 for the administrative line.
Every 3rd Saturday Equality Virginia, 12:00 noon at the office. A political advocacy group working towards 

equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens of Virginia. Open to the
  public. Contact number is 643-4816.
Every 4th Saturday Pax Christi Peace Community - Call Paula Powdermaker for details - 355-7395
Every 1st Monday Virginia People of Faith for Altern atives to the Death Penalty, 4:45 PM

Catholic Diocese Conference Room, Floyd and Cherry, Kathleen Kenney, 359-5661
Every 3rd Sunday The Richmond, Virginia Buddhist Pea ce Fellowship - holds a meditation vigil for peace in 

Monroe Park at 1:00 PM.
Every 2nd Saturday Walk for Peace - 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM. Meet at the Boulevard entrance of the Virginia Mu-

seum. Wear black.
Every Friday Protest the War on Iraq - Noon til 1:00 PM at 10th and Main Streets.
Every 3rd Thursday Richmond Chapter VADP - 7:00 PM at St. Marks Episcopal Church.
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February 17 National Rally Against Nuclear Power - 6 PM, Thursday - NRC public meeting at 7 P.M.
at Louisa County Middle School, 1009 Davis Highway, Mineral, Virginia 23117

February 18 & 19 Jewish Family Services will present  Healing from the Spirit  - Roslyn Center, 8727 River 
Road, Richmond.  For registration info. or directions, call: 804.282.5644, ext.0.

February 23 The Jepson Leadership Forum 2004-2005 -  Critical Choices for the Next Administration: 
Activism and Participation, Donna Brazile - 7:00 P.M. Jepson Alumni Center

February 23 World Affairs Council of Greater Richmon d - Great Decisions Series - “Great De
cisions: Sudan and Darfur,” Bishop Francis Gray, Episcopal Diocese of Virginia**-  meet 
ings will be held at 7:00 P.M. at the Christian Children’s Fund headquarters building at 2821 
Emerywood Parkway.To register for an event, please call us at (804) 644-0083 or contact us 
via e-mail.

February 25 Summit on Youth Violence  - keynote address - Lonnie Athens, author of “Why They Kill” - 
and “Town Hall” meeting to discuss the many issues of youth violence. (The location for this 
part of the summit will be announced in the local media prior to the event.)

February 26 Summit on Youth Violence - s eminars, workshops, and break-out sessions designed and led 
by a Student Advisory Group - Berryman Center, 400 West 32nd St.
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Richmond Peace
Education Center
400 W. 32nd Street, Richmond, VA 23225

Spirituality Workshop
Scheduled

      Jewish Family Services will pre-
sent Healing from the Spirit, a
workshop on spirituality and coun-
seling for health professionals and
clergy on February 18 & 19 at the
Roslyn Center, 8727 River Road,
Richmond. Meals, overnight ac-
commodations, and continuing edu-
cation credits are available to work-
shop participants. For registration
info. or directions, call:
804.282.5644, ext.0.

The following changes have
been made in the RPEC Board of
Directors:

Megan Field and Paul Fleisher
completed their terms as board
members at the end of 2004 and
rotated off the Board.

Two candidates for member-
ship, Alisha Gallini and Ruth Anne
Young-Stone, were ratified and
welcomed to the Board during the
January meeting.

Three other candidates were
unable to attend and will be consid-
ered at the March meeting if avail-
able.

Changes in RPEC Board Reported

Officers for 2005 were selected
and include:

Wendy Northup, Chair
Anna vonGehr,Vicechair
Christopher Patterson, Treasurer
Liz Canfield, Secretary.

Those continuing on the Board are:
Ram Bhagat,
Mim Scalin,
Noah Scalin,
Tyla Matteson,
Jane Rosecrans
Margaret (Ira) Calos. student mem-
ber,


