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The War on Peace 
John Gallini 

 
I had the privilege this 
past weekend to participate 
in an event r ecogni zi ng 
the witness of t h i r t e e n 
prisoners and probati oners 
of conscience from Virginia. 
They had all faced trial and 
sent enci ng for actions of 
c i v i l di sobedience 
at the School o f  t h e 
A m e r i c a s (SOA) at Ft. 
B e n n i n g , G e o r g i a .  
Among the honorees were 
three in our v an f r om 
Ri chmond, Nancy Gowen, 
Tom Cleary and Dave Depp (all RPEC members).  We also picked 
up Bill Frankel-Streit from Little Flower Catholic Worker, who had 
just finished serving a six-month sentence for his nonviolent direct 
action at the Pentagon a year ago. The event was held at Radford 
University and sponsored by RU Activists Student Club, RU Peace 
Studies Program and International Philosophers for Peace. 
  
The event honoring the thirteen was called a “Khadi Tribute”  as 
each was presented with a bolt of cloth hand-woven from the 
traditional Indian Khadi yarn. E.P. Menon, Executive Trustee of the 
India Development Foundation, Bangalore, India, explained the 
significance of Khadi. When Gandhi was leading the nonviolent 
resistance movement that led to India’s independence from Great 
Britain, one of his strategies was a boycott of British cloth. The 
British had been shipping cotton grown in India to England to be 
dyed and woven there, and then shipped back to India where it was 
sold to the Indian people. Gandhi proposed to his followers that they 
learn to spin their own thread, weave their own cloth, and make 
their own clothing – so that they could boycott the British products. 
The Indian cloth was called Khadi, and was seen as a primary 
symbol of the nonviolent Indian resistance.  

(Continued on page 6) 
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Message from the RPEC Board Chair  
 
Dear Friends,  
 
     During my time as board chair I have found myself frequently serving as a public 
representative of RPEC, whether it is in social situations or at political/activist events. I 
enjoy these opportunities as I am able to both encourage people to investigate what 
RPEC has to offer and discover how many people already have a history with us. One of 
the most gratifying recent experiences in this vein was when I went to the offices of 
Senators Allen and Warner to discuss the $87 Billion that was requested by President 
Bush for our continued operations in Iraq. There were people from a variety of 
backgrounds all coming together to share the same concerns at this event and when they 
learned that I represented not only myself but also the several hundred members of 
RPEC there was an immediate positive reaction. The staff of both offices made sure that 
this fact was carried along to the Senators. So the question now is, how do I make sure 
that I really do represent the broad membership of RPEC? Recently I attended the 
Membership Salon hosted by the Membership Committee. This event was a terrific one-
on-one way for members to meet and discuss their feelings and concerns on issues of 
peace. I felt privileged to take part and I hope more of the membership will consider 
attending future salons. The next opportunity I have to meet with the members will be at 
this year’s Annual Auction. I hope to see you there and that you take a moment to let me 
know about your perspective as an RPEC member. Even if I don’ t see you there I hope 
you will take a moment to contact me, or any of the other board members, and let us 
know what you think of RPEC and what you would like to see us doing.  
 
Yours truly, 
Noah Scalin, Board Chair 
noah@alrdesign.com 

Committee Repor ts 
 
Newsletter  Committee 
 
The newsletter committee met on September 24 to plan the November N/L. In response 
to several suggestions that we try to include more articles that offer a positive vision for 
our world, we have included in this issue an article from YES! Magazine, “The Apollo 
Project” . We have also initiated an e-mail “ request for calendar items”  which is 
widening the sources of these items. We set meeting dates for the next year, including 
12/9 in the afternoon. Contact John Gallini (272-8141, gallinjb@aol.com) with 
questions or suggestions or if you would like to be included on the calendar items e-mail 
list. 
 
Fundraising Committee 
 
The F/R committee met on 9/25 and 10/23. Our main concern was plans for the Annual 
Dinner and Auction. A theme for the event was chosen: “Peace is Patriotic”  Contact 

(Continued on page 12) 
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� � What will you do to reverse the current U.S. 
policy of waging preventive war against 
suspected threats? 

� � What will you do to reduce costly overseas U.S. 
military deployments that are not authorized by 
the UN? What will you do instead to promote 
cooperative approaches to peace and security? 

� � What will you do to ensure a peaceful 
resolution of the current stand-off between the 
U.S. and North Korea?  

� � What will you do to make sure that the U.S. 
does not build any new nuclear weapons? 

� � Will you stand by the nuclear weapons testing 
moratorium and support ratification of the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty? 

� � What will you do to better control and reduce 
the proliferation of small arms and eliminate the 
scourge of landmines?  

� � What will you do to ensure that U.S. weapons 
do not wind up in the hands of dictators or 
oppressive regimes?  

� � What will you do to reverse harmful U.S. 
policies in Colombia and promote human rights 
and development? 

� � What policies will you support to help peacefully 
prevent future wars and address the root 
causes of terrorism and violent conflict? 

� � Please provide three concrete ways you will 
propose to restore civil liberties that have been 
curtailed under the USA PATRIOT Act. 

� � Do you support Attorney General Ashcroft’s 
approval of indefinite secret detentions and of 
the death penalty for conviction of any act that 
the Administration deems to be “terrorist”? 

� � What will you do to help reduce wasteful oil 
consumption in the U.S. and help protect and 
restore the environment?  

� � What will you do to promote expanded public 
transportation, high-efficiency automobiles and 
trucks, and alternative, renewable fuels?  

� � What will you do to reduce wasteful military 
spending and shift federal budget priorities 
away from military spending toward meeting 
human needs at home and abroad?  

� � What will you do to assure that the federal 
government has sufficient resources to meet 
the Social Security and Medicare challenges 
ahead?  

Some Questions for Candidates 
Reprinted with permission from the Friends Committee on National Legislation’s Washington Newsletter, 

July/August 2003 
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November  21-23: Vigil and Nonviolent Civil Resistance Action  

Join thousands from across the Americas from November 21-23, 2003 at 
the gates of the U.S. military base Fort Benning in Georgia - home of the 
notorious School of the Americas (renamed Western Hemisphere Institute 
for Security Cooperation) - to stand in Solidarity with the victims of the 
School of Assassins and to speak out against terror and violence. Cross the 
line - engage in nonviolent direct action to make your voice heard, to close 
the SOA/WHISC, and to change oppressive U.S. foreign policy. 
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A Br ief History 
 
The Charlottesville Center for 

Peace and Justice was founded in 
1983.  Its main goal at the time was 
to join the national and worldwide 
effort to end the nuclear arms race, 
reduce and el iminate nuclear 
weapons.  Over the years, even as 
the specific focus of CCPJ changes, 
the commitment to make the world 
a safe, healthy, peaceful and just 
home for everyone still motivates 
the people who continually sustain 
our organization.  Since 9-11-01, 
we have welcomed an influx of new 
participants who bring f resh 
perspectives, skills and initiatives to 
CCPJ. 

  
A few of our most recent 

events – summer, 2003  
 
Sept. 20:   Non-Violent 

Resistance Training.  We learned 
about non-violent resistance 
phi l osophies, strategies and 
practices with role-plays, “affinity 
groups” , etc.     Our excellent 
trainers were Mary Grace and Sue 
Frankel-Streit. 

 
Sept. 5/6:  CCPJ Retreat – The 

purpose was to have fun and learn 
how the use of dialogue and 
conflict resolution skills can help us 
as we work together.   We were 
fortunate to have the interactive 
theatre group “Presence” working 
with us.    

 
August 6:  CCPJ co-sponsored 

a Hiroshima Day candlelight vigil 
with Food Not Bombs and the local 
Catholic Worker House and  Little 
Flower Catholic Worker Farm 
(Trevilians, VA).   On Aug. 9 we 

CHARLOTTESVILLE CENTER FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE, Sue Chase, CCPJ board member 

held our annual  Hi roshima/
Nagasaki Day commemoration on 
the Downtown pedestrian mall. 

 
July 21:  CCPJ organized a 

large, diverse, and articulate group 
of  supporters to attend the 
Charlottesvi l l e Ci ty Counci l 
meeting.   Council passed a 
Resolution against the USA Patriot 
Act.  (See below for more details). 

 
Recent Patr iot Act Activities 

 
In June the CCPJ Patriot Act 

Committee submitted a Resolution 
to the Charlottesville City Council 
urging passage of  a strong 
Resolution of non-compliance with 
the USA Patriot Act.  Council had 
recei ved two other  such 
Resolutions, one from the local 
Republican 57th legislative district 
and one from the local Democratic 
Committee.  Council did pass a 
Resolution (see July 21, above) to 
protect the Constitutional rights of 
area residents.  Recently, CCPJ 
submitted an Ordinance to enforce 
the Resolution, urging passage by 
the Council.   Action is pending at 
this writing.  On a related note, 
CCPJ is encouraging the local 
libraries to clearly post a notice to 
patrons warning that, under the 
Patriot Act, records of books and 
other materials borrowed can be 
investigated by Federal agents and a 
gag order put on the libraries so 
patrons will not know their records 
have been seized. 

 
Some of our  activities since 

9-11-01    (In addition to vigils, 
demonstrations, teach-ins and 
multiple meetings!) 

 

December, 2001:   CCPJ 
organized a Peace and Justice 
Celebration for local peace activists 
from many groups, as a way to 
support each other after 9-11 and 
celebrate our work for peace and 
justice.  

 
April, 2002:  We were granted 

a spot in the annual Dogwood 
Festival Parade. 50 people marched 
with us. 

 
May, 2002:  Speak Out For 

Peace and Justice Festival, co-
sponsored wi th the Virginia 
Organizing Project. Outdoors, with 
many groups tabling, food booths, 
music tent and scheduled speakers 
including students, professors, 
Muslims, Christians, Jews, and 
representati ves f rom several 
organizations including the Girl 
Scouts.  Open mike time was also 
provided. 

                                                                                            
Sept ember  11,  2002:  

Anniversary of 9-11-01, included a 
demonstration for peace, silent 
march and  
candlelight vigil.  This was a big 
turnout for Charlottesvi l le - 
approximately 300 people. 

 
Summer/Fall, 2002:  CCPJ 

negotiated with local school boards 
to speak at two high schools about 
young people’s rights under the 
Selective Service System.  To date 
we have spoken with 17 senior 
classes.  We are fortunate to have a 
trained draft counselor in CCPJ 
who has been able to answer 
questions about registration, 
conscientious objection, and 
interpretation of Selective Service 

(Continued on page 5) 
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regulations. 
 
October, 2002:  Demonstration 

to protest U.S. military actions and 
Bush administration policies. At a 
major intersection during rush hour.   
A not her  bi g t ur nout  f or 
Charlottesville and a great deal of 
positive response from passing 
drivers (some not so positive). 

 
Events in 2003 – (in addition 

to those listed at the beginning)  
 
January:  Biggest anti-war 

rally in Charlottesville since the 
Vietnam War.  1400 people came 
out on a freezing day to protest the 
impending war on Iraq and sign 
petitions to the City Council to pass 
an anti-war Resolution (Cities for 
Peace Campaign). 

 
February:   City Council 

passes Resolution against a U.S. 
invasion of Iraq.On Feb 15, 200 
brave souls march and hold a die-in 
and vigil in the sleet, determined to 
join the world in protesting the 
impending U.S. war on Iraq. 

 
March:   CCPJ and the Anti-

War Coalition at UVA hold another 
anti-war event in better weather 
including a drum circle, street 
theatre, a march, vigil and die-in. 

CCPJ, the Anti-War Coalition 
at UVA, Food Not Bombs and 
CAGE (Citizens Against Global 
Exploitation) converge on Federal 
Building for large demonstration 
against start of war while ten people 
stage a sit-in at Congressman Virgil 
Goode’s office and get arrested. 

CCPJ and the C’Ville Weekly 
co-sponsor talk by outspoken 
columnist/cartoonist Ted Rall. 

 
April:    CCPJ sponsors a 

(Continued from page 4) public talk by Rabbi Arthur 
Waskow, scholar, writer, outspoken 
critic of Bush Administration 
policies, and author of  “The 
Declaration of Interdependence”  
Second annual peace contingent in 
Dogwood Festival Parade.  Carried 
large, blue “Earth Flags” , heartened 
by many cheers from crowd as we 
marched. 

 
Ongoing, mostly regular , 

Activities  
 
Candlelight vigils for peace to 

mourn all victims of violence 
(scheduled periodically). 

Weekly demonstrations for 
peace and to protest military actions 
under the Bush Administration. 

Weekl y tabl i ng outsi de 
(weather permitting), and tabling at 
events and festivals. 

Prov i di ng i nf ormat i on/
resources to the public and to 
community organizations. 

Providing support for local 
organizations’  activi ties wi th 
sponsorship and often funds. 

Offering workshops on a 
variety of topics to CCPJ members 
and the larger community. 

CCPJ monthly meetings; 
committee and board meetings. 

Monthly Salons (featuring a 
di f ferent topic each month); 
monthly Book and Film clubs. 

CCPJ Peace Contingent in the 
annual Dogwood Festival Parade in 
April. 

Hi roshi ma/Nagasaki  Day 
commemoration 

 
Upcomi ng CCPJ Sal on 

schedule (Saturdays, starting at 7:30 
PM).  Please call, as space is 
limited to about 30 people: 434 
244-0714 between 10 AM – 5:00 
PM.    Oct. 18:  “The Patriot Act – 
Big Brother Really IS Watching 
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for public school students of all 
grade levels to commemorate the 
50th Anniversary of Brown v. 
Board of Education 
 

Topic:   
Hor izons of Oppor tunities.  

 
Sponsored by the V i rgi ni a 
Education Association and local 
affiliates. 
 
Deadline for entries:  Jan. 15, 2004 
Contact your local education 
association for details, or visit the 
VEA  
website. 
 
RPEC Board member Paul  Fleisher 
serves as chair of the committee 
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The Saturday tribute was the culmination of “The War on 
Peace” , a week of talks and films about nonviolence. Fr. 
Roy Bourgeois, founder and Director of SOA Watch, 
gave the keynote speech entitled “The School of the 
Americas as a Key to U.S. Foreign Policy” . Fr. Roy also 
spoke at the Saturday tribute. In his talks he told his story 
– how he encountered the consequences of U.S. foreign 
policy in Bolivia and learned about the connections 
between the SOA and the murder of Archbishop Oscar 
Romero, the rape and murder of the four U.S. 
churchwomen in El Salvador, the El Mozote massacre, 
and the murder of the six Jesuits and their coworkers at 
the University of Central America in San Salvador. This 
led to his founding of SOA Watch, an organization 
committed to reversing our policy of supporting brutal 
governments in Latin America and, in the process, 
shutting down the SOA. 
 
Other speakers at “The War on Peace” included Dr. John 
Reuwer, “The Power of Nonviolent Direct Action” and 
E.P. Menon, “Creative Strategies for Nonviolent Social 
Change” . 
 
One can get some sense of what drives people to risk 
prison through their acts of civil disobedience from 
excerpts from a poem written by Bill Quigley, Loyola/
New Orleans law professor and head of the SOA Legal 
Collective: 
 

 
Yesterday My Fr iend Chose Pr ison 4-9-03 

 
Yesterday my friend walked freely into prison 

Chose to violate a simple law to spotlight the evil 
of death squads and villages of massacred people that we 

cannot even name 
mothers and children and grandparents butchered buried 

and forgotten by most, but not my friend… 
 

Though my heart aches for my friend in prison 
no one on this planet is more free. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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6:00 PM Fr iday, November 7 @ Ginter  Park 

Presbyter ian Church. 
Call the Peace Center  today @ 804.358.1958 to 

make your  ticket reservations. 

Auction I tems for  2003 RPEC Annual 
Dinner  and Auction  

 
Vacation Getaways:  

 
Enter tainment  

 
Dining  

 
Yoga plus...  

 
Computer  Stuff  

 
Home and Office  

 
Paintings and Wall Hangings  
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Program Addresses Prejudice, Discrimination for  Local Middle School Students 

Approximately 200 to 250 students from more than 26 schools around the Richmond area will come together for a 
day of dialogue about issues of discrimination and the importance of respecting others, as they learn to recognize 
racism and intolerance. Sponsored by Jewish Women International (JWI) and the Junior League of Richmond 
(JLR), this year’s Summit will be held on November 6, 2003 at the Virginia Holocaust Museum, located in 
downtown Richmond at 2000 East Cary Street. RPEC Executive Director, Ken Willis, has participated in the 
previous two summits and will serve as a facilitator again this year. 

The Summit is a nationally recognized effort that was started by JWI in 1991 in Houston, Texas. At the daylong event, 
students work closely with their peers from a wide range of ethnic, cultural and socio-economic backgrounds. Trained 
facilitators guide the students through small group learning activities. A keynote speaker who has personally been 
affected by prejudice then tells the students his or her story. Finally, the students make plans to teach their 
classmates by creating follow-up programs in their schools. 

The keynote speaker for the 2003 Summit, Terrence J. Roberts, Ph.D., is best known as a member of the "Little Rock 
Nine." In 1957, Roberts and several of his high school classmates were prevented by the National Guard from 
integrating Central High School in Little Rock, AK, as the Civil Rights movement began to make its presence known 
in America. 

This is the third Summit to be held in the Richmond area. Many local corporations and foundations are generously 
providing funding in support of the program. These include: Dominion, Markel Corporation, Philip Morris USA, Sam’s 
Club, the Jenkins Foundation, the Jewish Community Federation of Richmond, the Junior League of Richmond, 
Jewish Family Services, The Richmond Jewish Foundation: Herbert J. and Ruth B. Rubel Holocaust Education Fund 
and Henry and Gertrude Kupfer Holocaust Education Fund, and the National Conference for Community & Justice. 
In-kind donations from Virginia Commonwealth University’s Community Associates Program and the Circuit City 
Foundation will provide support for evaluation and follow-up activities after the Summit. 

Who We Are 

Education, Advocacy &  Action 

Jewish Women International (JWI), founded in 1897 as 
B’nai B’ rith Women, is dedicated to breaking the cycle 
of violence through education, advocacy and action – 
locally, nationally and around the world.  

Guided by the vision of a safe world for women, 
children and families and the Jewish concept of tikkun 
olam, repair of the world, JWI fulfills its mission 
through many programs, initiatives and philanthropic 
activities.  

For the past decade, JWI has been a leader in the Jewish 
community in bringing awareness to the issue of 

Mission Statement 
 

The Junior League of Richmond is an organization of 
women committed to promoting voluntarism, 
developing the potential of women, and improving 
communities through the effective action and leadership 
of trained volunteers. The Junior League of Richmond 
reaches out to women of all races, religions and national 
origins who demonstrate an interest in, and commitment 
to, voluntarism.  

Our  Vision 
 

The Junior League of Richmond is a leading volunteer 
organization of women from diverse backgrounds, 
experiences, and perspectives making a difference in 
the lives of Richmond©s children.  
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Forty-one years ago, President Kennedy challenged the nation to  

put a man on the moon. Today the quest turns to the sun and wind 
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TOO OFTEN WE ARE TOLD to think small—that we must choose between jobs and environmental quality, and 
that we cannot break the crippling dependence on foreign oil that threatens the security of our nation. But we can do 
better. Working families should not have to choose between putting food on the table for our children today and 
protecting the health of our children tomorrow. Labor leaders and environmentalists, once pitted against each other, 
have united around a jobs plan that is also an energy plan and a national security plan: a new Apollo Project to move 
our country toward energy independence, create long-term family-wage jobs, and improve the efficiency and 
performance of our energy system.  

The Apollo Project, named after President Kennedy’s famous challenge to put a man on the moon, will increase the 
diversity of our energy resources, using the best available technology to reduce environmental impacts and create 
good jobs and reliable and affordable energy. America is neglecting the industries of the future while other nations 
invest. Wind is the fastest growing energy source, but European producers dominate turbine production. Fuel cells are 
poised to revolutionize energy technology, but most come from non-union plants in Canada. In 2000, the Japanese 
government spent $500 million on photovoltaic cells, seven times U.S. investment.  

Buildings consume 65 percent of electricity. The average home emits twice the pollution of the average car. K-12 
schools spend $6 billion a year on energy, at a time when we are laying off teachers and janitors. An aggressive 
efficiency plan could cut energy consumption by 20 to 30 percent by 2020. We can substitute good union jobs for 
wasted energy. 

The Apollo Project will help rebuild our manufacturing base, converting assembly lines to make clean cars and 
efficient appliances and building demand for these products, creating jobs here in the U.S. Already, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) members manufacture solar panels in Tennessee, United Auto Workers 
(UAW) members build towers for wind generators in Louisiana, and Machinists are making fuel cells in California. 
Investment in industrial efficiency will provide plants with cheap, clean energy, cut emissions, and put capital into 
retaining good jobs in U.S. plants.  

The Apollo Project also will increase investment in the neglected infrastructure of our cities. There is a backlog of 
$81 billion in unmet transit needs—subways, bus lanes, and rail projects—at a time when automobile congestion 
costs the U.S. $70 billion a year. Fixing highway congestion and building transit will reduce vehicle miles traveled, 
cut energy consumption and pollution, improve job access for the working poor, and drive new employment to union 
job sites in our cities.  

The Apollo Alliance, working with the United Steelworkers of America, has recently completed public opinion 
research in key industrial swing states. In Pennsylvania, support for an Apollo Project was 72 percent. Among key 
swing voters, that support jumped to 81 percent, with 50 percent strongly favoring the project. Across the entire 
industrial Midwest, support was similarly strong. 

The Apollo Project for energy independence will be bold, to match the scale of the problem. We propose spending 
$300 billion over 10 years, creating or retaining 3 million jobs that are more sustainable and more likely to be union, 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Shift Federal Budget Priorities 

The federal budget should be a reflection of our most basic values as a nation, but is it? Are the President and 
Congress providing enough resources in the right ways to advance security, peace, human development, equity, 
justice, and the common good? Are they making sure that the government will have what it needs to meet future 
challenges? Are they distributing the tax burden and benefits fairly within society? Are they being good stewards of 
the nation’s resources? 

The U.S. is spending almost $5 billion per month fighting still smoldering wars in Iraq and Afghanistan—wars that 
have killed and wounded thousands and displaced many more, yet have done little to make anyone more secure. The 
President seeks to spend more than $2.7 trillion over the next five years to advance global U.S. military dominance. 
Congress has recently enacted tax cuts, primarily benefiting the wealthiest, which could reduce revenues $2 trillion or 
more in the next decade. Yet, in his 2004 budget request, the President proposed spending only $321 million to help 
rebuild war-ravaged Afghanistan and only $200 million to support the UN Global Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Malaria, 
and Tuberculosis.  

These budget priorities are set against a backdrop of growing challenges and unmet human needs. Ecosystems, fresh 
water supplies, fisheries, forests, and air quality around the world are being severely degraded by human activities. In 
the last decade, human development indicators declined in fourteen countries in Africa. In the U.S., the official 
unemployment rate is up to 6.4 percent, and, unofficially, it is much higher. Most state governments are on the verge 
of bankruptcy. Many are cutting funding for education, child care, health care, aid to the poor, public safety, and 
other vital services.  

Yet, thanks in large part to the tax cuts, wars, and run-away military spending, there is not enough left in the budget 
to address these challenges adequately. The U.S. is already facing record-setting budget deficits as far as the eye can 
see. To make matters worse, a fiscal train wreck is looming on the horizon when the 77 million baby-boomers begin 
retiring, doubling the number of retired persons by 2030. This will bankrupt Social Security, Medicare, and the rest of 
the government if Congress does not act soon.  

How should federal budget priorities  
be shifted? 

1) Stop waging war. Cut military spending. Bring U.S. troops home (except those serving in UN 
peacekeeping missions). Shut down U.S. nuclear weapons programs and dismantle the nuclear arsenal. End 
the ballistic missile defense program. Stop building new fighters, aircraft carriers, destroyers, and submarines 
for which there are no foes. Stop giving weapons and training to oppressive regimes. This could save over 
$100 billion per year. 

2) Raise revenues to meet national needs with a more progressive tax structure. Freeze income tax rates and 
brackets at 2002 levels, freeze the estate and gift tax at 2003 levels, and restore capital gains and dividend 
taxes to 2002 levels. This could restore more than $500 billion revenue over ten years. 

3) Extend the life of the Social Security and Medicare trust funds. Apply current payroll taxes to incomes above 
the current   maximum taxable amount of $87,000. This would raise more than $1 trillion over the next ten years.  

4) Invest in human development. Eliminate poverty. Provide universal health care. Build new schools and health 
clinics. Train and hire more doctors, nurses, teachers, and child care providers to work in under-served areas at 
home and abroad. Fulfill trust obligations to Native Americans. Triple international development aid and redirect 
it toward the poorest countries. Dramatically increase funding to the UN to slow the HIV/AIDS, malaria, and TB 
epidemics. Apply the $100 billion per year saved from the military to these priorities. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Shifting federal budget priorities in 
these ways will do far more to 
advance lasting security, human 
development, and the common good 
than the priorities reflected in the 
current federal budget. The choice is 
ours to make.  

Reprinted with permission from the 
Friends Committee on National 
Legislation’s Washington Newsletter, 
July/August 2003 

(Continued from page 9) 
while making the economy more 
competitive and more productive. It 
will break the myth that the 
environment and the economy are 
locked in perpetual conflict and 
bring Americans together around a 
progressive and hopeful agenda of 
reinvestment.  

This plan has al ready been 
supported by 12 labor unions, 
representing 5.5 million members, 
i ncl udi ng the I nternati onal 
Association of Machinists and 
A er ospace W or k er s,  t he 
Steelworkers, the UAW, and others. 
The project has been praised by the 
heads of the Sierra Club and the 
Natural  Resources Def ense 
Council, and we continue to build 
alliances with labor, environmental, 
community, and faith groups, and 
progressive policy advocates of all 
stripes. 

Bracken Hendricks is executive 
director of the Apollo Alliance, 
www.apol l oal l i ance.org, and 
director of the New Growth 
Initiative at the Institute for 
America’s Future. This article is 
adapted from a speech at the Take 
Back America conference, June 5, 
2003.  
 
Reprinted from the Fall 2003 issue 
of yes!  magazine. yes!  is published 
by the Positive Futures Network, an 
independent, nonprofit organization 
that supports people’ s active 
engagement in creating a more just, 
sustainable, and compassionate 
world. 

(Continued from page 8) 

     I was trying to come home from 
the airport last week by a new 
route, and got totally lost. As I was 
looking for a place to ask 
directions, what should come into 
view but a Sunoco service station.  
Those of you who have been 
reading this column for a while will 
recall that I write about once a year 
about what kind of gas to buy, and 
each time the answer comes out the 
same – Sunoco! Whether the issue 
was care for the environment, 
workplace issues or avoiding 
companies that depend on oil from 
the Middle East, Sunoco always did 
well. The only problem was there 
didn’ t seem to be any Sunoco 
service stations in the Richmond 
area. 
 
Now there are! Here are the 
locations of five stations in our 
area: 
 
4300 Nine Mile Rd. 
3109 Williamsburg Rd. 
5737 Hull Street Rd. 
7101 Brook Rd. 
3124 Broad Rock Rd. 
 
And I presume there are more – or 
will be in 
the near 

future. 
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     The Friends Committee on 
National Legislation (FCNL) is a 
public interest lobby founded in 1943 
by members of the Religious Society 
of Friends. FCNL seeks to bring the 
concer ns,  ex per i ences and 
testimonies of  Friends (cal led 
Quakers) to bear on policy decisions 
in the nation©s capital. People of 
many rel i gi ous backgrounds 
participate in this work. FCNL’s staff 
and volunteers work wi th a 
nationwide network of thousands of 
people to advocate social  and 
economic justice, peace, and good 
government. 

     FCNL is a 501(c)4 public interest 
lobby, not a pol i ti cal  action 
committee (PAC) nor a special 
interest lobby. FCNL©s multi-issue 
advocacy connects historic Quaker 
testimonies on peace, equal ity, 
simplicity and truth with peace and 
social justice issues. 

FRIENDS COMMITTEE 

NATIONAL 

Shift Federal Budget Pr ior ities the apollo project 
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Every Sunday          Food Not Bombs, Richmond <Meal Sharing, 4:00 P.M. in Monroe Park. Hotline # 359-   
   4880 for details 
Every 3rd Wed.    Amnesty International,�7:00 PM at Friends Meeting. 4500 Kensington Ave. Call 320-9488 
 
Every 2nd Thurs. Virginians Against Handgun Violence, 7:15 PM., Jewish Community Center, B. Phillips-
 Taylor, 737-2975 
 
Every 3rd Friday Sufi Dancing: Dances of Universal Peace, 7:30-9:30 PM except Oct. Round House, Byrd 
 Park. 353-4901 
 
Every Thurs. Richmond Organization for Sexual Minority Youth (ROSMY), 7:00-9:00 PM. Call support 
 line: 353-2077 for more information; 353-1699 for the administrative line. 
 
Every 3rd Sat. Equality Virginia, 12:00 noon at the office. A political advocacy group working towards 
 equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens of Virginia. Open to the  
   public. Contact number is 643-4816. 
 
Every 4th Sat. Pax Christi Peace Community - Call Paula Powdermaker for details - 355-7395. 
 
Every 1st Mon. Virginia People of Faith for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, 4:45 PM 
 Catholic Diocese Conference Room, Floyd and Cherry, Kathleen Kenney, 359-5661 

6 � �  � � - 3 �� 7 � - 
 � �

November 7  RPEC’S Annual Dinner and Auction - Friday, November 7, 6:00 PM  - Ginter Park Presby-
   terian Church, 3601 Seminary Ave. Call 358-1958 for information. 
November 9  Video and Discussion on Conscientious Objection - 1:00 PM at Richmond Friends Meet-
   ing, Kensington Ave. - sponsored by the Peace and Social Concerns Committee of Rich- 
   mond Friends Meeting. For info contact Dave Depp, 227-3691. 
November 11  "Face to Face with Your Legislators."  - Tuesday from 7-9 PM at Ginter Park Presbyterian 
   Church -  Sixteen Senators and Delegates representing the Richmond-area districts have 
   been invited to answer questions about the VICPP 2004 Legislative Agenda priorities.  
   Contact Beth Richards at VICPP. 
November 20   Program on Tax Resistance - Unitarian Church, Glen Allen - 7-9 PM. 
November 21-23 School of the Americas Watch - Vigil and Nonviolent Civil Resistance Action - at the 
   gates of the U.S. military base Fort Benning in Georgia. 
 
Aubrey Brown Peace Forum - 9:30 AM each Sunday, Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, 3601 Seminary Ave. 
 
November 9  What is the Effect on Richmond of the War on Terrorism? - John Hager, Asst. to Gover-
   nor for Commonwealth Preparedness. 
November 16  The PATRIOT Act and Civil Liberties - Dr. Rodney A. Smolla, Dean, T.C. Williams School 
   of Law, University of Richmond. 
November 30  Presidential War Powers - Dr. W. Taylor Reveley, Dean, William and Mary School of Law. 
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Richmond 
Peace 
Education 
Center 14 N. Laurel St., Richmond, VA 23220 

"Address Service Requested"  

Paul Fleisher (795-5326, pfleishe@infi.net) with questions or suggestions. 
Committee Repor ts 

 
Membership Committee NEWS! 
 
The first RPEC Salon, sponsored by the membership committee, was held on Oct. 11, at the Scalins. The group 
shared a delicious potluck of refreshments and wonderful conversation.  We talked about how we coped living in our 
rather conservative city, how we practiced peace in our lives, how we came to do the work we do, and we shared 
quotes and anecdotes, experiences and hopes. For the membership committee (Keo, Mim & Noah) this gathering 
turned out to be what we had hoped for, a chance to connect and get to know one another. Until the next time......  For 
more information. contact Mim Scalin (353-0217, mimgs@aol.com) 
 
Program Committee 
 
The Program Committee met October 6th and will meet again November 3rd. Our work continues on the USA Patriot 
Act and its impact on civil rights, civil liberties, and individual privacy with the Richmond: Safe and Free? 
community forum that occurred on October 22nd. We have continued expansion of our Conflict Resolution program 
and will be offering training in conflict resolution to interested individuals in the near future. Please contact 
Christopher Patterson at chr is@ca4a.org if you are interested in getting involved with our committee or have any 
questions.  
 

(Continued from page 2) 


