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Does Truth M atter ?

David A. Depp

The usua answer to the question does truth matter is yes, indeed it
does. We learned as children from our parents and teachers to tell
the truth and we sometimes were punished when we lied. Each
generation teaches the next about the importance of truth. Truth
provides the basis for trust among all of us, and between us and our
institutions, including government.

On October 7", 2002 in
Cincinnati, Ohio, our 4
President, George Bush,
told us, “The evidence
indicates that Iragq is
reconstituting its nuclear
weapons program.” In
the January 28, 2003
State of the Union
Address, Bush asserted }
that Saddam Hussein, @&
“had the materias to
produce as much as 500
tons of Sarin, mustard
and VX nerve agent.” In ™
the same speech he said,
“The British government
has learned that Saddam Hussein recently sought significant
quantities of uranium from Africa” In a weekly radio address on
February 8, 2003, Bush told us, “We have sources that tell us that
Saddam Hussein recently authorized Iraqgi field commanders to use
chemica weapons -- the very weapons the dictator tells us he does
not have.”
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Now we know the Iragi nuclear weapons program had been largely
eliminated through United Nations inspections, and the British
information concerning uranium acquisition was false. Since no

weapons of mass destruction were used to counter the American/
(Continued on page 3)
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M essage from the RPEC Board Chair

Dear Friends,

August is atime of vacationing and the RPEC board typically takes one at thistime as
well. This past year however we decided to meet every month of the summer and we
are spending some of thistime learning what it means to be aboard. Thisisrather
important because the RPEC board has gone through a lot of membership changes
recently. Several of the current members have only recently joined and many have
never served on a non-profit board of directors before. Thus we had fellow board
member Mim Scalin give a presentation a few months back on what exactly our job is.

We learned that our responsibilities are primarily fiduciary, meaning we are here to
uphold the public trust that the organization is not abusing the rights and principles of
being a non-profit group. Other responsibilities include setting policy and making sure
RPEC isin good financial standing. We aso learned that when one of us serveson a
committee we do not act as a board member, but as a volunteer. The board sees the big
picture and has legal responsihilities whereas the volunteers have a hands-on role
doing the work of staff, guided by the executive director.

Now that we have a better understanding of our role we will be able to more
effectively do our job. But that job is big and we are a small group, consisting of only
10 active members. Y et we have room to expand to double that size and thisis where
you come in. We need people to join us who are dedicated to helping RPEC reach its
full potential. We are looking for awide range of individuals so that the diverse
populace of Richmond is fairly represented. If you think thisisthe job for you or
know someone el se who would be interested please consider filling out a board
application. They are available at our office or can be sent to you directly by
contacting us 358-1958.

Thanks for considering this opportunity.

Yourstruly,
Noah Scalin, Board Chair

" Wanted A

‘ Volunteers for RPEC Annua Auction and Dinner

To Assist in the preparation for the 22nd Annual
Auction & Dinner

Time Commitment: one hour or more, or as your
schedule allows
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Contact: Johnnie Taylor@ RPEC 804.358.1958, for
additional information concerning volunteer

opportunities j
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Does Truth M atter ?

(Continued from page 1)

British invason of Irag, and since months of
subsequent searching for such weapons has
proved fruitless, we, the American people need to
redize that we and our Congressional delegates
were told lies to stimulate fear and war fever, and
to justify the attack on Irag. These lies were told
despite the truth being known. Iragi defectors had
described to our government how stores of
weapons of mass destruction had been destroyed
during the 1990s, after the first Gulf war. On
January 27, 2003, one day before Bush's State of
the Union speech, Mohammed ElBarade,
Director of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, speaking to the U.N. Security Council
said, “Mr. President, to conclude, to date we have
found no evidence that Iraq has revived its
nuclear weapons program since the elimination of
the program in the 1990’'s.”

On July 14™ 2003, Bush said, “The larger point
is, and the fundamenta question is, did Saddam
Hussein have a weapons program? And the
answer is, absolutely. And we gave him a chance
to allow the inspectors in, and he wouldn't let
them in. And, therefore, after a reasonable
request, we decided to remove him from
power...” On July 15" the Washington Post
reacted to this Presidential statement saying, “The
President’s assertion that the war began because
Iraq did not admit inspectors appeared to
contradict the events leading up to war this
spring: Hussein had, in fact, admitted the
inspectors and Bush had opposed extending their
work because he did not believe them effective.”

Does truth matter? Can we trust our government?
Or are we having a repeat of our government’'s
lies about such things as Tonkin Gulf, Watergate,
and Iran-Contra? A few years ago, President
Clinton was impeached for lies about consensual
sex with an intern. Now we have President Bush
telling lies that led the American people into war.
Are lies about presidential sexual behavior more
important than lies resulting in war? Americans
died. Iragisdied. Thousands now suffer from the
aftermath of war. Our trust in our government has
again been violated. Will we, the American

War ner Supports R& D on

L ow-yield Nuclear Weapons
Paul Fleischer

In aletter dated July 29, 2003, Virginia Senator John Warner
stated that “low-yield nuclear weapons research would not
undermine our nuclear non-proliferation efforts...” Hegoesonto
claimthat ... new research would not encourage other regimes to
acquire new nuclear weapons.” He believes that other nations such
as Iran and North Korea will make decisions about their own nuclear
programs independently, regardless of any actions taken by the
United States.

Warner currently agrees with the Bush administration that
U.S. weapons designers should explore “the possibility of using low-
yield nuclear weapons as a means of destroying deeply buried,
hardened bunkers that contain stockpiles of chemical and biological
agents.” We “cannot allow our enemies sanctuaries where they are
free to manufacture weapons of mass destruction,” he says.

It s difficult to imagine that developing “small” (Hiroshima-
size) bunker-busting nuclear warheads would have a stabilizing
effect, however. Our development of such weapons would certainly
provide greater incentive to Iran and North Korea--as well as other
“near nuclear” states such as Libya and even Japan--to establish their
own nuclear arsenas. Even worse, these are not weapons of
deterrence, as Warner claims, but weapons designed to be used in
preemptive war. If such weapons are added to U.S. arsenals, they
will make a nuclear war more likely, not less. In September, the U.S.
Congress will finalize the Defense Authorization Act. Although the
House cut most of the allocation for developing “small” nuclear
weapons, these dangerously destabilizing weapons are still on the
table. Senator Warner, chairman of the Senate Armed Services
Committee, will play a central rolein al decisions about U.S.
expenditures for nuclear weapons development. Needlessto say, it is
important for him to hear his constituents’ views on the future of
U.S. nuclear policy. Warner’s addressis 225 Russell Senate Office
Bldg., Washington DC 20510-4601. Constituents can also register
their opinionslocally at 771-2579, or viathe web at http://

\Ne might consider
using hucear
Weapens, but theyll
be veallysmall..
Tinyu hardly even
Worth W\eht@“'\hg-
a(illqll\f e
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International Association of Official Human Rights Agencies

k5

‘Promoting Civil and Human Rights Around the World”

Director Attends Conferencein Fort Worth

RPEC Executive Director Ken Willis recently attended the 55™ Annual Conference of the International Association
of Officia Human Rights Agencies (IAOHRA) in Fort Worth, Texas. The five-day event, spanning the July 17-21
weekend, drew attendees from U.S. and Canadian Human Rights’Human Relations Agencies. Willis has begun a
second term on the Richmond Human Relations Commission, where he was recently elected Vice-chair, and offers
this report on the conference:

The theme of thisyear’s IAOHRA conference, “Promoting Global Human Rights Through Partnership and
Collaboration”, was not only timely given the political climatein this country and abroad since the attacks of 9/11/01,
but echoed clearly many of the issues RPEC seeks to address, often through partnerships and collaborations, on a
daily basis. Arranged by days (Civil Rights & Fair Housing Day, International Day, and Business, Industry & Labor
Day), workshop presenters from a variety of disciplines and backgrounds offered their insights and experiences on a
host of topicsincluding effective grant writing/fundraising for non-profits, living wages, racism/sexism/
discrimination, affordable housing, globalization, interfaith tolerance, and diversity awareness and appreciation.
Informal discussions also took place around such subjects as predatory lending and the USA PATRIOT Act.

The conference afforded afirst-hand look at what individuals and organizations in other parts of the country and
around the world are doing to promote peace and justice. Notable presentations included those on the humanitarian
needs of Iragi citizens and refugees displaced by Operation Iragi Freedom, the 1991 Persian Gulf War, and other
conflicts by Hugh Parmer, former president pro tem of the Texas State Senate, mayor of Fort Worth, and a top
official of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) and the current president of the American
Refugee Committee, the impact of the expansion of the North American free trade zone on human rightsin North,
Central, and South America by Remy Beauregard, National Executive Director of the Canadian Association of
Statutory Human Rights Agencies, where to find and how to get grants by Brian Foss, Executive Vice President of
the National Conference for Community and Justice (NCCJ), and aluncheon keynote address by Naomi Earp, Vice
Chair of the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) and lead devel oper of a nationally recognized
Alternative Dispute Resolution Program.

It is hoped that contacts made and knowledge gained from this event will be of benefit to members and clients of
RPEC, as well as to the constituents served by the Richmond HRC. The two bodies have collaborated in the past to
sponsor interracial dialoguesin the greater Richmond area and plan similar future endeavors to address other relevant

i SSues.
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11.5. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
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There are several considerations
of importance related to paint and
other finishes used in the home.
These would include: health effects,
ecological impact, corporate
responsibility, product quality and
Cost.

The issue that seems most
straightforward is the question of
children's health associated with
lead-based paints. Prior to 1978
lead oxide was a common white
pigment used in many paint
products. As it was discovered that
children could ingest lead particles
from painted surfaces, and that lead
poisoning could result with serious
health consequences, the use of lead
based pigments in paint was
discontinued. But many of uslivein
houses built before 1978. An article
by Heidi Mulik in the 7/31/03
edition of RTD explores some case
studies and what can be done.

Inexpensive test Kkits are
available at many hardware stores.
The Lead-Safe Richmond program
provides free testing for city
residents (804-646-3300), or there
are private companies who can do
the inspection. If you have children
younger than six, be sure that your
physician includes screening for
lead in their routine tests. If you do
have a lead problem, you certainly
will want to get it fixed. (In
Richmond, if inspectors find a
problem, the city will issue a notice
of violation to the homeowner,
requiring remediation). Another
helpful resource is a pamphlet
available at many pant stores,
Dealing with Lead-based Paint.

Ecological impact and other

health problems relate to the solvent
system for the paint and additives
such as hiocides and fungicides. In
the July/August issue of Coop
America’'s RealMoney, Annie
Berthold-Bond discusses these
issues based on her book Better
Basics for the Home.

VOCs (Volatile organic
compounds) are a prime component
leading to ground level ozone and
urban smog. Paints can be a major
source of VOCs in the atmosphere
and the Clean Air Act regulates
such emissions.

Exterior paints all contain
fungicides and biocides, but you
can find low VOC exterior paints.
Look for paints with VOC less than
100 g/l and use zinc oxide as the
fungicide. With interior paints, the
VOC and additives can also provide
immediate health risks, and some
people are especiadly sensitive. So
look for even lower VOC levels,
and apply the paint when you can
keep the area well ventilated. Of the

major __brands,
Sherwin-  Williams
produces a | flat interior
paint, | Harmony,
which claims zero
VOC, and * “ Benjamin
Moore produces

Pristine Eco Spec with less than 50
g/l VOC. Both are priced a little
higher than the top quality brand
(about $25 per gallon).
Berthold-Bond also lists a
number of eco-friendly paint brands
and retailers, which you can find at
WWW.greenpages.org.
Unfortunately, none of these
companies has alocal outlet in our

area.

Another important factor in
paint selection is product quality —
including durability, toughness, and
hiding power. It doesn’'t make sense
to pick paint with low VOC if you
have to repaint every year! The
September 2003 issue of Consumer
Reports provides extensive ratings
for the major brands of interior
paints, and they recommend Behr
Premium Plus Enamel (Home
Depot), Valspar American
Tradition (from Lowe's) and Dutch
Boy Home (Wal-Mart) as a CR
Best Buys. Behr hasaVOC level of
92 ¢/; Vaspar 250 g/l and Dutch
Boy 200 g¢/l. Consumers Report
does mention VOC as a concern,
but they do not identify low VOC
brands. The Sherwin Williams
Harmony and Benjamin Moore
Pristine Eco Spec would rank lower
than these three in durability, but
should be acceptable.

Finally, one should take into
account the corporate responsibility
ratings of the producer. None of the
four corporations rated in the 2000
edition of Shopping for a Better
World (Sherwin-Williams, Home
Depot, Wal-Mart and Lowe's) get
good marks, but both Home Depot
and Lowe's have taken some good
steps to stop using old growth
lumber.

In summary, if you live in an
older home, especialy if you have
young children, have your home
checked for lead. And there are now
paints available localy with much
lower VOC levels than were
available five years ago, so it makes
sense to choose one of these for

Page 5



v

The USA PATRIOT Act and Government Actionsthat Threaten Our Civil Liberties
From American Civil Liberties Union, courtesy of Aimee Perron

New legislation and government
take away our freedom

With great haste and secrecy and in
the name of the “war on terrorism,”
Congress passed legidation that gives
the Executive Branch sweeping new
powers that undermine the Bill of
Rights and are unnecessary to keep
us safe. This 342-page USA
PATRIOT Act was passed on
October 26, 2001 with little debate by
members of Congress, most of whom
did not even read the hill. The
Administration then initiated a flurry
of executive orders, regulations, and
policies and practices that also
threatened our rights.

The USA PATRIOT Act

- Expands terrorism laws to include
“domestic terrorism” which could
subject political organizations to
surveillance, wiretapping,
harassment, and crimina action for
political advocacy.

Expands the ability of law
enforcement to conduct secret
searches, gives them wide powers of
phone and internet surveillance, and
access to highly persona medical,
financial, mental health, and student
records with minimal judicial
oversight.

- Allows FBI Agents to investigate
American citizens for criminal
matters without probable cause of
crimeif they say it isfor “intelligence
purposes’.

- Permits non-citizens to be jailed
based on mere suspicion and to be
denied re-admission to the US for
engaging in free speech. Suspects
convicted of no crime may be
detained indefinitely in 6 month
increments without meaningful
judicial review.

Page 6

New Federal Executive Branch
Actions

- 8,000 Arab and South Asian
immigrants have been interrogated
because of their religion or ethnic
background, not because of actua
wrongdoing.

- Thousands of men, mostly of Arab
and South Asian origin, have been
held in secretive federal custody for
weeks and months, sometimes
without any charges filed against
them. The government has refused
to publish their names and
whereabouts, even when ordered to
do so by the courts.

- The press and the public have
been barred from immigration court
hearings of those detained after
September 11th and the courts are
ordered to keep secret even that the
hearings are taking place.

- The government is allowed to
monitor communications between
federa detainees and their lawyers,
destroying the attorney-client
privilege and threatening the right
to counsel.

- New Attorney General Guidelines
allow FBI spying on religious and
political organizations and
individuals without having evidence
of wrongdoing.

President Bush has ordered

military commissionsto be set up to
try suspected terrorists who are not
citizens. They can convict based on
hearsay and secret evidence by only
two-thirds vote.
- American citizens suspected of
terrorism are being held indefinitely
in military custody without being
charged and without access to
lawyers.

What are the rights that are
being threatened?

- First Amendment - Freedom of
religion, speech, assembly, and the
press.

Old Policy: Man’s Home is his Castle
New Policy: Sneak and Peek

iy

o

No more pesky warrants - No more fedious noffication

REQUIRED A

T ina Lo

- Fourth Amendment - Freedom
from unreasonable searches and
Sseizures.

- Fifth Amendment - No personto
be deprived of life, liberty or
property without due process of
law.

- Sixth Amendment - Right to a

Held Indefinately Without Charges?
No Access 0.2 Attorney?

L
4 # —f >
- |

~
Attomey General Ashcroft

Says No P;gj'lem .

speedy public trial by an impartial
jury, right to be informed of the
facts of the accusation, right to
confront witnesses and have the
assistance of counsel.

Eighth Amendment - No
excessive bail or cruel and unusual
punishment shall be imposed.

(Continued on page 7)
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The USA Patriot Act

(Continued from page 6)

- Fourteenth Amendment - All
persons (citizens and noncitizens)
within the US are entitled to due
process and the equal protection of
the laws.

What can be done?

This lack of due process and
accountability violates the rights
extended to all persons, citizens and
non-citizens, by the Bill of Rights.
It resurrects the illegal
COINTELPRO-type programs of
the‘50’s, 60’'s, and ‘ 70's, where the
FBI sought to disrupt and discredit
thousands of individuals and groups
engaged in legitimate political
activity. The American Civil
Liberties Union, along with
thousands of organizations and
individuals concerned with
protecting our civil rights and civil
liberties, is campaigning to ensure
that our rights are not a casualty of
the war on terrorism.

Join us in this effort to regain
our hard-won freedoms.

Join/contribute to the American
Civil Liberties Union.

Support a resolution in your
city rejecting the USA
PATRIOT Act, joining your
city with others across the
country in upholding the Bill of
Rights.

Contact your elected
representatives and the

President to express your
opposition to the USA
PATRIOT Act.

Send letters to local

PATRIOT ACT UPDATE - Safe & Free Campaign
TylaMatteson, RPEC Program Committee

RPEC is continuing its efforts to inform citizens and decision-makersin
Richmond of the assaults to our constitutional rights, under the USA
PATRIOT Act. We are working with the ACLU, NAACP and agrowing
list of groups and individuals to keep our freedomsintact. We ask you to
mark the date, Wednesday, October 22, 2003, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. at the
VirginiaHolocaust Museum, 2000 E. Cary Street, to attend the "Safe & Free
Community Forum", where panelists will address the ramifications of the
PATRIOT Act. Still in planning stages, one invited panelist is Congressman
Bobby Scott, well-known defender of civil liberties. The panel discussion
will begin at 6:00 following a socia with light refreshments and end with
guestions and comments from the audience. This event is free and open to
the public.

The PATRIOT Act, among other grievances, has opened the door to
increased wiretapping, harassment, secret searches, phone and internet
surveillance, and access to medical and financia records. Non-citizens of
the "wrong" ethnicity have been arrested, jailed, and deported without due
process. All of uscan now be tracked when using our public library or
attending our choice of religious service. This snooping into our personal
livesis highly un-American and unpatriotic, and it is offensive that these
activities are occurring under the so-named "PATRIOT Act".

Over 140 cities, towns, and states have now passed resol utions
opposing the PATRIOT Act, with the City of Charlottesville recently added
to thelist. We have drafted a resolution which we plan to introduce to
Richmond City Council for adoption in November. One point in the
resolution reminds us that Virginiais the birthplace of religious freedom,
and the first such law was enacted in Richmond in 1786.

We are circulating petitions, asking for support for the resolution, in
order to protect our civil liberties and civil rights. We ask for your help in
circulating petitions and invite you to join us at planning meetings for this
campaign. You may contact Tyla Matteson by Email at
HREF="mailto:tmatteson1@mindspring.com" >tmatteson1@mindspring.co
m or by phone 804-275-6476, or Aimee Perron by Email at
HREF="mailto:aperron@acluva.org">aperron@acluva.org.

Police Need not Tell No Warrant Acce

to Your Credit Report

SECTION 201 also states that law enforcement does not
even have to tell the press who they have arrested and they
never have to release the names.
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US Watchdog Ends Kraft Boycott as
Tobacco Pact Seen
"Reining in" Philip Morris

June 23, 2003
Rachel Rivera

NEW YORK (AFX-GEM) - US corporate accountability group Infact on
Monday said it was lifting its nine-year boycott of Altria® food unit Kraft
Foods Inc., saying that the world®first globa tobacco control treaty would
go along toward keeping Altria®cigarette unit Philip Morrisin check.

The boycott against Kraft was launched by the Boston-based
corporate watchdog group in 1994 to pressure Philip Morris to stop cigarette
advertisements that the group maintained were aimed at youth smokers.

Infact and other anti-
tobacco groups have contended
Kraft’'s acquisition by

Philip  Morris (renamed Altria
in January) was a ploy by the
tobacco giant to use the food
divison to buy credibility with
policymakers, the  business

consumers.
boycott of Kraft
for us to expose

community and
"The consumer
has been a way

the truth behind Philip  Morrig/
Altria® image and to build
support  for changes in the
tobacco industry,”  said
I nf ac't spokeswoman

Patti Lynn.

"With the adoption of the Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control, this particular strategy has really brought the whole movement a
long way and has served its purpose and so weee lifting it today," said Lynn.

The FCTC, adopted last month by all 192 member nations of the
World Health Organization at the World Health Assembly in Geneva,
includes a comprehensive ban on tobacco advertising, promotion and
sponsorship, as well as measures to protect public health policy from
tobacco industry interference.

"What we®e seen with the adoption of the FCTC is the world is
moving toward reining in the abuses of thisindustry in areally serious way,"
said Lynn.

In a letter delivered on Monday, Infact told Altria chair and CEO
Louis Camilleri that the decision to lift the boycott was not an endorsement
of Philip Morris.

"We are going to continue to monitor the industry ®© attempts to
undermine the implementation of the treaty and will continue to keep a close
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Workplace Giving
Campaigns Benefit RPEC

RPEC members and supporters
are urged to contribute to the Peace
Center through their workplace
giving campaigns. Such programs
alow the giver to budget their
contributions over time and benefit
the Center by providing much
needed income. They include the
United Way's Combined Federal
and Local
Government &

Schools
Campaigns and
t h e

Commonwealth of Virginia
Campaign for state workers. Please
contact the payroll department of
your place of employment for
information about signing up for the
appropriate campaign during the

Virginia C.U.R.E's
16th Annual Meeting

FAMILY BOUND - Relationships for
Successful Reentry and Child
Development

Saturday, September 20, 2003
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

The Cultural Arts Center at Glen
Allen
Expressions Ballroom
2880 Mountain Road, Glen Allen,
Virginia
Citizens United for Rehabilitation of
Errants - Virginia, Inc.

P.O. Box 19453, Alexandria,
Virginia 22320-0453
Phone and fax: 703-765-6549
Email: virginiacure@erols.com
Website: www.vacure.org
Contact: Hazel Scott Greenhowe
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What Has 9/11 Taught UsAbout Peace & Justice?
Susie Brock*

On the day of September 11, 2001 atragic event occurred that no one deserved to suffer through. But it also
taught us alot about love and life, pain and death, freedom and justice, peace and war. In away, the people who died
that day really taught usalot about life.

Webster defines peace as freedom from war or civil disorder. Being only 13, and not aworld traveler, |
always thought of peace asthe norm. In my world there is no hunger, pain, or war. A good day would consist of
going out to get ice cream with my friends, or seeing the new Brad Pitt movie. | now realize that some people are
having a good day if they can get a scrap of disgusting old food that many would not consider even touching. |
always thought | was having a bad day if | bumped my head getting out of bed and somehow managed to leave my
homework at home. Lifefor meisvery luxurious compared to these people, whose lives can®really get much worse.
I know science movies can be boring, and it stinks when you forget breakfast, but what if your idea of agood day
consisted of asmall portion of food, and no fighting for an hour or two? Peace is abeautiful thing that should not be
taken for granted. | believe it should be an everyday thing, the norm for people everywhere. Peacein our lives could
grow much stronger if we could all stop looking at the down sidesin our lives and pay more attention to the
well being of others.

Justiceis defined as just conduct, merited reward or punishment. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says
that, "Justice is the moral virtue that consistsin the constant and firm who will give their due to God and their
neighbor." Some common conflictsin today®society include school shootings, brutal murders and racial tension.
Problems leading to these events are sometimes difficult to determine, but often are due to lack of knowledge, self-
control or mental well being. Adults and children could benefit from more education and experiences that help them
understand and appreciate the cultures and religions of the world. Knowledge can be awonderful tool to help prevent
misunderstandings and conflicts that can and often do lead to violence and even wars.

The United States and other wealthy counties need to consider the impact of their lifestyle on the rest of the
world. Others suffer as we continue to enjoy most of the wealth in the world. Just as we have the power to deprive
other countries we can a so help them develop a stronger economic system. For instance, if families here used only
one car, took the excess money they made and contributed it to poorer countries the money could be used to help
build factories, schools and hospitalsin countries that lack jobs, education and a healthy population. This and other
economic plans could possibly help prevent future hostility toward the United States and other affluent countries and
at the same time conserve the use of precious fuels and other natural resources. We can al benefit and help each
other by constraint and self-sacrifice for the good of others.

In our own communities we can be part of helping to promote peace. Kids can volunteer at underprivileged
schools to help those who cannot read or write. We can work in volunteer groups in our neighborhoods to help others
that are less fortunate by collecting food, money and items for the needy. In school we can not judge others by their
race or culture, but instead we need to try to put ourselvesin their place. It we could stand in their shoes most likely
we could understand more about them, therefore preventing hurtful comments or offensive actions.

Justice, like peace, is very fragile, and should not be taken for granted. The people who died that day taught
us al asense of patriotism for our country that many did not have. Hopefully, it made us al reflect on world
problems and motivate usto each do something to establish peace at home and in the world.

*Susie Brock isthe First Place Winner in RPEC's Annual Peace Essay Contest in the 6-8 Grade Category. Over
400 children and youths submitted essays.

Create Circles of Hope for 9/11/03 Join Sept. 11 Families for Peaceful Tomorrows in creating Circles of Hope to
commemorate the two-year anniversary of September 11. They plan to encircle the World Trade Center site with a candlelight
vigil on the night of September 10, 2003. Gather with them in New Y ork City or create a Circle of Hope candlelight vigil in your
own community and register it on their website: http://www.peacefultomorrows.org. They will also be providing materials on
their website for discussion circles to explore the psychological and political impact of 9/11 on ourselves, our communities and
our world.
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Committee Reports

Program Committee

The Program Committee met on July 7th and August 20th to continue organizing and updating RPEC® programs
such as Conflict Resolution, Transforming Relationships, and our newest program centered around the Patriot
Act. Please contact Christopher Patterson (chris@cada.org, (804) 262-8507) to get involved or if you have any
guestions.

Newsetter Committee

The newd etter committee met on July 22 to plan the September N/L. We received about 12 responses to our reader
survey, including several members interested in writing for the N/L. Among the suggestions was one that we include
specific contact information when actions are suggested. We normally try to meet the fourth week of each month in
the afternoon. Contact John Gallini (272-8141, gallinjb@aol.com) with questions or suggestions.

Fundraisng Committee

The F/R committee met on August 7. We decided against holding a*“pool party” fundraiser thisfall. The major donor
letter will go out in early September. The annual dinner/auction istentatively set for November 7, and Ken isworking
on adate for the spring concert with John M cCutcheon. We are also trying to set up a benefit concert with Murphy’s
Kids for the end of the year. Our next meeting is September 25, 5:30 p.m. at the Richmond Education Association
offices on Broad St. Contact Paul Fleisher (795-5326, pfleishe@infi.net) with questions or suggestions.

Member ship Committee NEWS!

Thisisan ALERT! This October, the membership committee will host its 1% membership salon at the home of Mim
and Chuck Scalin. Thiswill be an opportunity for membersto join in a social evening with light refreshments and a
topic. There will be alimit to the numbers of attendees due to space limitations, so call if you are interested and we®
fill in the details. Contact Mim: 353-0217

: NOTICE OF APPEAL FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT :
| |

I Friends, The Richmond Peace Education Center depends on your support to continue its work to teach and to |

: advocate non-violent ways of resolving conflict and achieving peace with justice. Please consider completing :
| thisform and sending a donation today. Thank you.

Tax-deductible amount enclosed: $25 ; $50 : $100 cor $

|

I
| |
| I
: Name New Member _ Current Member :
| Address |
: Phone E-mail :
| . . : I
| Mail to: Richmond Peace Education Center I
I |
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Gery Sunday Food Not Bombs, Richmond <Meal Sharing, 4:00 P.M. in Monroe Park. Hotline # 359-

4880 for details

Every 3rd Wed. Amnesty International, 7:00 PM at Friends Meeting. 4500 Kensington Ave. Call 320-9488

Every 2nd Thurs. Virginians Against Handgun Violence, 7:15 PM., Jewish Community Center, B. Phillips-
Taylor, 737-2975

Every 3rd Friday Sufi Dancing: Dances of Universal Peace, 7:30-9:30 PM except Oct. Round House, Byrd
Park. 353-4901

Every Thurs. Richmond Organization for Sexual Minority Youth (ROSMY), 7:00-9:00 PM. Call support
line: 353-2077 for more information; 353-1699 for the administrative line.

Every 3rd Sat. Equality Virginia, 12:00 noon at the office. A political advocacy group working towards

equal rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender citizens of Virginia. Open to the
public. Contact number is 643-4816.

Every 3rd Sun. Richmond Community for Ethics and Meaning, at First Unitarian. 1000 Blanton Ave., 5-8
PM, Susan at 784-4069.

Every 4th Sat. Pax Christi Peace Community - Call Paula Powdermaker for details - 355-7395

Every 1st Mon. Virginia People of Faith for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, 4:45 PM

Catholic Diocese Conference Room, Floyd and Cherry, Kathleen Kenney, 359-5661
Every 3rd Sunday The Richmond VA Buddhist Peace Fellowship holds a meditation vigil for peace in

@nroe Park, from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 21, Oct. 19
+ - $ 3 a $ [}
4 Events at The Virginia Holocaust Museum, 2000 E. Cary St., Richmond, VA; (804) 257-5400,

September 3 Exhibit opening: "Exodus." 6 -8 p.m. The new exhibit will show the Virginia roots of the
Exodus, and will trace its development from its origins as a Chesapeake Bay ferry to its final
moments as the international symbol for the creation of the new Jewish state. With Ruth Gru-
ber, author, "Exodus 1947," and Ike Aronowitz, captain of the Exodus. Free and open to the

public.
September 4 Gala Award Dinner honoring Neilson J. November. $150 p.p.- $1,050 per table.
September 7 Film, "Exodus" featuring Paul Newman, Sal Mineo and Eva Marie Saint. Free and open
to the public. 1 p.m.
. publle: 1P J
/September 6 Richmond Diocese Gathering for Prison volunteers, Church of the Incarnation, Char- \
lottesville, 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Refresh - Reflect - Reconnect. Pre-registration requested.
For more information contact: Kathleen Kenney at 804-359-5661 #129.
September 6 Richmond Living Wage Coalition Soup Kitchen Protest, outside Convention Center (5th
and Marshall Streets) 5 p.m.
September 6 A Gathering of Prison Ministers - Church of the Incarnation,1465 Incarnation Drive, Char-

lottesville, VA 22901 - Register by September 1 - For more information or to register, contact
Kathleen Kenney at 804-359-5661 #129, kkenney@richmonddiocese.org or Whitney Zim
merman at cdrprisonministry@yahoo.com.
September 8 Ethics of Engagement Middle East lecture, Jepson Hall Room 118, University of Rich-
mond 7 p.m.

\ (Continued on page 12)
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$

ﬁntinued from page 11)

September 9 Richmond Living Wage Coalition Soup Kitchen Protest the city’s continued neglect of
the problems facing Richmond’s working poor!, outside Convention Center 7 p.m.

October 1

October 5
October 11

October 17

N

Our Hemisphere is Not for Sale: Voices from Latin America on Globalization and
Resistance, Wednesday, October 1, 7:00 p.m., VCU Student Commons Forum(Room 142)
King's Dominion Day - Commonwealth Catholic Charities invites you to join us for a day of
fun on Sunday, from 10 am - 8 p.m. at Paramount's King's Dominion. Only ticket holders will
be admitted. The park is closed to the general public. Tickets $17.50 each for 3 and over,
children age 2 and under are free. To order your tickets contact Deanna Clark at 804-285-
5900. Proceeds of $.75 per ticket benefit the programs of CCC.

The membership committee will host it's 1st membership salon at the home of Mim
and Chuck Scalin - Saturday, from 730 to 930, This will be an opportunity for members, & a
guest, to join in a social evening with light refreshments, and a topic. Join us, bring a snack
to share, beverages will be provided. Call early to let us know you are coming as space is
limited. Contact Mim: 353-0217

Global Strategies/Local Leadership - LMR Fall Leadership Conference - Friday, Octo-
ber 17, 2003, 8:30 am - 4:30 p.m. - Richmond Matrriott, Downtown - $100 per person -
scholarships available - for more information contact Vikki Barth at 804-343-1500, or emalil

vbarth@Imronline.org

Rl C h m 0 n d Non-Prc.)fi-t Organization
Peace e

. Richmond, VA
Education Permit #1119
Center 14 N. Laurel St., Richmond, VA 23220

"Address Service Requested”



